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Introduction 

The assumption of this dissertation is that if we don’t define the European exploration 

and colonization of inland Africa only by the traditional geographical – economic – military 

criteria and accept that the new world view fuelled by expanding geographical knowledge was 

constructed for a much broader audience through intermediaries – travellers, soldiers, 

explorers, colonial bureaucrats – in newspapers, travelogues and society lectures, stepping out 

of the boundaries of the colonist countries, then these intermediary channels had to have 

existed in Hungary as well. During the selection of the sources of this dissertation my aim was 

to find sources through which the whole process and most aspects of the exploration and 

colonization of inland Africa can be observed. 

 

Methods used 

I opted for the simultaneous research of three types of newspapers – scientific 

journals, illustrated newspapers and political cartoons – selecting generally known, long 

existing periodicals of the time. The sources and issues processed were: the journal of the 

Hungarian Geographical Society, Földrajzi Közlemények 1873–1918, the journal of the 

Hungarian Ethnographical Society, Ethnographia 1890–1918, Vasárnapi Ujság 1854–1918, 

Az Üstökös 1858–1918, Bolond Miska 1860–1875, Borsszem Jankó 1868–1918, Bolond Istók 

1878–1918, Mátyás Diák 1888–1918 and Kakas Márton 1894–1914. 

Regardless of the differences between styles and functions of the three source types, 

the news value of their texts and illustrations about Africa is comparable through their similar 

typologies. The article and column types of 19th century daily press are all found in all three 

source types, though they are adapted to their own genres. Thus, the size and placing of these 

articles shows how much of a news value the editors thought they have. During the selection 

of the sources I also considered that society members publishing in Földrajzi Közlemények 

also wrote summarizing popular science articles for Vasárnapi Ujság as well.  

Journals Földrajzi Közlemények and Ethnographia cannot be separated from the 

societies publishing them as well as the scientific disciplines developing behind them, making 

the investigation of these also a necessity. The regularly updated member lists of the societies, 

complete with names, places of living and occupation provided valuable insight into the social 

composition of the readers of the society journals. 

  

Theses 



1. Geography, ethnology/anthropology and ethnography becoming scientific disciplines 

in Hungary following the Western European trends in popular science activities, but as 

a sign of the “embarrassing alliance” with colonization the ideas of civilizing mission 

and fight against slavery also partly appeared. 

In the second half of the 19th century geography and anthropology were developing 

sciences, vying for the recognition of both society and state and the academical elite. As a 

result of the endeavours for state recognition the connection between colonization, 

anthropology and geography became an “embarrassing alliance” for the later generations of 

scientists, as the early history of these disciplines cannot be separated from the ideological 

background of colonization, which beyond evolutionism also connected the sciences to racial 

ideology and imperialism as well. For wider social acceptance and the material contribution 

that came with it the societies had to become defining factors in social life, thus popular 

science activity and lectures for laymen played a major role in the functions and articles of the 

society.  

In Hungary the evolution of these sciences followed European trends in many ways, 

but the relations between geography and anthropology proved to be more complex, mostly 

due to the uncertainties in the relation between anthropology, ethnography and ethnology. In 

the background of this was the fact that geography university departments and the Hungarian 

Geographical Society itself was founded much earlier in 1872, while the Ethnographical 

Society only in 1889. When looking for Hungarian articles about African people, we had to 

look in the 1873 established Földrajzi Közlemények and not in Ethnography first published in 

1890, which focused on Hungarian ethnography, and which, due to its later release, started 

scientific specialization much earlier in its lifespan. 

Hungarian geography during the age of exploration was not behind Western Europe. 

Popular lectures were important to gain the attention and monetary support of the middle 

class. Member lists show that members of the society were in larger part from the capital, 

while over half of the members of the Ethnographical Society came from the countryside. 

Non-scientist members in the Geographical Society in 1893 included several railroad- and 

postal workers and military officers. This is probably because Földrajzi Közlemények 

followed the development of the railroad- and postal infrastructure in Africa as well as 

military campaigns. I did not find such member groups in the Hungarian Ethnographical 

Society, instead the percentage of white-collar individuals was higher among the non-scientist 

members. Regarding gender distribution, despite that the twenty years between 1873 and 1893 



saw an increase in the number of educated, white-collar women in Hungary, the Geographical 

Society had more female members in 1873 than in 1893. While in 1873 16% of the members 

were women, their number was only 3% in 1893, same as the ratio of female members of the 

Hungarian Ethnographical Society in 1894. The decline of female membership is due to the 

increasing specialization of the Geographical Society – and the discipline itself.  

 The Hungarian Geographical Society showed the most interest to the few, mostly 

Anglo-Saxon travellers, who were the first to get the 19th century illustrated newspapers to 

focus on Africa. News about the travels of Livingstone, Stanley, pasha Emin, Emil Holub or 

Samuel Baker and his wife, due to the dual interest, were published in both Vasárnapi Ujság 

and in Földrajzi Közlemények, often from the same author. Many of the famous travellers 

came to Budapest as guests of the Society.  

While investigating the connection between exploration, geography and colonization I 

became aware that while their editorships were closely connected, Vasárnapi Ujság and 

Földrajzi Közlemények had different points of view. The Vasárnapi Ujság in 1875 already 

stated regarding the expedition of Samuel Baker to the source of the Nile that it was not only 

a scientific expedition, but a military expedition as well. One year earlier the newspaper 

commented on the Third Anglo-Ashanti War condemning colonial wars. Opposed to this, 

Földrajzi Közlemények did not make political comments about colonist nations until mid-

1880. The majority of the journal’s articles were supporting united European action, backed 

by the ideologies of a civilizing mission and fighting against slavery. 

The abolition of the African slave trade and the idea of a civilizing mission were 

closely connected in the middle of the 19th century, and they became the basis of the “us”-

feeling that made African exploration a part of European thinking. David Livingstone had the 

biggest role in this. Slavery and immorality and opposing these the spreading of civilization as 

a mission and political ideology became widespread thanks to him after 1870. The abolition 

of the African slave trade was often published in Vasárnapi Ujság as ideology supporting the 

British presence in Africa. Földrajzi Közlemények published articles in a quite different tone 

when describing Africa travellers, travelling missionaries buying slaves. Using slave trade in 

the name of science was considered acceptable as it was considered to use an existing bad 

practice for a greater good.  

The ideology of civilizing was not unaffected by the technological advancements of 

the industrial revolution that affected society more and more from the first half of the 19th 

century, and inventions such as the railroad, telegraph, city plumbing, or public lighting 

became parts of everyday life of the western world. These advancements were used to 



measure the level of advancement of a society and connected to Darwinian evolution they 

became integral and justifying segments of socio-cultural evolution. Földrajzi Közlemények 

and even Vasárnapi Ujság regularly reported the African spreading of these and saw proof of 

the advancement of civilization on the continent.  

 

2. African events appear twofold in the examined sources: as the events themselves, 

often through the lenses of the Austro-Hungarian Empire as a major power; and 

through introducing the people (exotic others) participating in these events.  

The ideology of being a European power is clearly shown in the examined sources, 

especially in political cartoons, which evaluated the diplomatic actions of the empire and its 

relations to other major powers in Europe based on their own political ideologies. In the 

sources used the following African colonial events appear: the British Expedition to 

Abyssinia (1868), the Opening of the Suez Canal (1869), the Third Anglo–Ashanti War 

(1873–1874), the Anglo–Zulu War (1879), the First Boer War (1880–1881), establishing of 

the French protectorate in Tunisia (1881), the Crisis in Egypt and the Bombardment of 

Alexandria (1882), the Congo Conference in Berlin (1884/1885), the Mahdist War and the 

Anglo–Egyptian conquest of Sudan (1881–1884/1885–1899), the Second Franco–Dahomean 

War (1892–1894), the First Italo-Ethiopian War (1895–1896), the Fashoda Incident (1898), 

the Second Boer War (1899–1902), the First Moroccan Crisis (1904–1905), the Second 

Moroccan Crisis (1911), the Italo-Turkish War (1911–1912), and World War I (1914–1918). 

The sources examined show that the largest attention of the newspapers was connected 

to wars and conflicts threatening wars. The exceptions are the regular appearance of Egypt, 

following of the Turkish–Egyptian conflict and the Opening of the Suez Canal.  

Connected to news from Africa, the concept of exotic other made two types of 

appearances in Hungarian satirical newspapers. These cartoons and jokes emphasised the 

primitive and wild nature of the Africans opposing Europeans, or they placed the events in the 

context of European politics and the sarcasm was addressed to the continuous failures of the 

participating European powers, Great Britain and Italy. This type of cartoon and joke was 

usually used in the governing party’s Borsszem Jankó. The other appearance of the exotic 

foreigner played a helping role in the introduction of the events and participants of Hungarian 

politics. Portraying mostly the governing party’s politicians as African natives was usually 

used by the opposition’s papers such as Bolond Istók or Az Üstökös, and in 1905 during the 



short coalitional government, the then oppositional Borsszem Jankó also published a few such 

cartoons.  

Following the Western trends, the most often appearing African people in Hungarian 

publications were the Zulu. They appeared in the cartoons, in Földrajzi Közlemények and in 

the articles of Vasárnapi Ujság as well. One of the reasons for this is that the events of the 

Anglo–Zulu War were leading news in British newspapers of their time, and due to 

unfortunate incidents, they become widespread in the whole continent. Added to this was the 

fact that the 23-year-old son of the late Napoleon III, Napoléon Eugéne Louis Bonaparte, 

living in emigration, joined the British troops, and lost his life during an unfortunate 

reconnaissance. His death stirred international public opinion, and the wildness of the Zulu 

through the negative moral interpretation became synonymous with evilness.  

Borsszem Jankó was a strongly pro-British paper. In their articles the over-emphasis 

on cannibalism was not just a way to show the wildness and bloodthirst of the Zulu, but a way 

to express their inferiority to the Brits. The oppositional Bolond Istók preferred to portray 

cannibal Africans in their cartoons as opposed to their articles: they were dealing less with the 

outcome of British campaigns or English foreign politics as their main focus was Hungarian 

domestic affairs and the critique of the government; their cartoonists were also inspired by the 

increased attention about the Zulu and they saw a new source of humour to dress their usual 

topics according to the newfound interest of the public. Thus, the portrayal of Hungarian 

politicians was changed, and the events of the Anglo–Zulu War played a secondary, but 

important role in the birth of the Hungarian “native” politician cartoons.  

This construct is closely connected to another motive often appearing in political 

cartoons, that of whitewashing. The Anglo-Saxon originated motive became popular again 

after 1860 with the spreading of African native politician cartoons, and in the new context the 

motive changed as well. Blackwashing appeared as the rite of passage for newly elected 

government officials – or according to the oppositional papers, the start of their corruption – 

the portrayal of which is still connected to hiding and deception as well as moral degradation. 

Whitewashing did not only happen with turning dark skin to white, but as a unique 

phenomenon, tattooed politicians could also be washed when they changed their political 

stance. Tattoos, as primitive characteristics became synonymous with dark skin, in the 

cartoons they were used to show political stance or to characterize the politician. A politician 

tattooed with their sins, corruption or political ideology was not exclusive to Hungarian 

cartoons, but the combination with whitewashing and corrupt black skinned politicians makes 

these cartoons stand out in an international comparation. 



 

3. The Second Boer War brought a significant change in the evaluation of British 

colonial policies and in the acceptance of the joint European civilizing mission. 

The Second Boer War gained more attention from the Hungarian press than any 

previous colonial affair. This is a large part due to the quick evolution of communication 

technology in the last decades of the 19th century. The conflict of the two opposing 

(originally) European nations – especially because of the underlying causes, the diamond- and 

gold mines as symbols of greed – changed the focus of the articles. In the descriptions the 

wild – civilized, African native – European oppositions were replaced with greedy, rich 

English – puritan, poor Boer. The Zulu appeared less in the news about the region, and the 

idea of joint European civilizing mission was replaced with the critique of British colonial 

policies.   

The strong pro-Boer attitude of Hungarian public opinion had a very special aspect: 

their fight against the English empire was seen in parallel to the Hungarian Revolution and 

Independence War in 1848-49 against the Habsburgs. The arrival of the Boer delegates in 

Europe ended the myths surrounding them and the Boers ceased to be “exotic” people in the 

eyes of the public.  

Following the Second Boer War the depiction of African wars in political cartoons 

happened solely through characters representing major powers or leaders of states. Africans 

were no longer part of these jokes and cartoons. African events became parts of conflicts of 

major powers, and colonies only appeared as a stage for these conflicts. 

 

4. During World War I the colonial locations did not appear in the examined sources, 

and depictions of special colonial forces fighting for the Entente Powers were not used to 

portray racism, but the immorality of the colonist powers and the falseness of the idea of 

the civilizing mission. 

 During World War I, the issue of the colonies was less connected to the colonial areas 

themselves in the press compared to the times preceding the war. The victims of the greed and 

hypocrisy of the colonial powers, the colonized people became the focus of the articles. Most 

of these articles focused on units organized from colonial people of the Entente troops. 

Although Hungarian political cartoons of the era – like their international counterparts – were 

not free from racist opinions about Africans, the portrayals of the Hungarian newspapers were 

mostly about ridiculing the former British civilizing and the current Entente policies. That is, 



colonial powers were criticized for protecting themselves using formerly oppressed people. 

This is also supported by the fact that earlier these sources never criticized these colonial 

African troops even though their existence was often mentioned whenever they appeared in a 

war or campaign. Among the news about World War I only articles of the first two years 

portray Entente colonial policies and colonial people in the war. By the end of the war, most 

of the newspapers went bankrupt or was not published temporarily. 
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