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The subject of my thesis is the international village research project that was 

carried out in Dudar, Hungary in September 1937 with the involvement of the 

members of the London based Institute of Sociology and the participants they 

had recruited for the trip. On the Hungarian side, the project was organised by 

the College of Arts of Szeged Youth. The documents of this field work were 

unknown until 2013, when I found out that they were kept almost intact in an 

archive centre in England. In my thesis I endeavoured to put the Dudar project 

into national and international context by processing these documents: by 

describing its history and methodology, and by giving a systematic overview of 

the documents and the research results. 

For my work I used previously unknown sources, including, first and foremost, 

the research documentation itself:  

- the Dudar related materials found in the archives of the London based Le Play 

House and the Institute of Sociology (Keele University, UK) 

In addition, I used the following sources: 

- the correspondence between György Buday and Viola Tomori (in Viola 

Tomori's estate) 

- György Buday's correspondence in England (Archives of the National 

Széchényi Library)  

- the estate of Gwendolyn Shand, one of the participants, (Canada) 

- the multiplied methodology publications of Le Play House (Keele University, 

UK) 

- materials collected by Sándor Veress in Dudar (Ethnographic Museum, 

Budapest, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Research Centre for the Humanities 

Institute for Musicology) 

- the correspondence of György Buday and Viola Tomori Viola with Ferenc 

Csaplár (Petőfi Literary Museum), 

as well as archives materials from the following institutions: Archives of the 
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Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Veszprém County Archives, Laczkó Dezső 

Museum Veszprém, Móra Ferenc Museum Szeged. 

In addition, I gained invaluable information from my personal informants in 

Dudar and Szeged. 

My thesis consists of nine chapters. After the Introduction I present the two 

English organisations that participated in the Hungarian research project and the 

role they played in British sociology. I outline the methodology of the regional 

surveys they conducted and some of the major areas of application. I refer to 

foreign field works carried out using the same methodology, including the 

village survey in Dudar. I devote a separate chapter to the scientific career of 

Viola Tomori, organiser of the research work on the Hungarian side, up to the 

Dudar trip. In the next chapter I give the detailed history of the village survey in 

Dudar. Then, by arranging the surviving documents, I reconstruct the volume 

that the British researchers had planned to compile based on these materials. 

Finally, I give an overview about the results and possible interpretations of the 

village survey in Dudar. 

The first substantive chapter of the thesis presents Le Play House and the 

Institute of Sociology, two closely interlinked organisations. The theoretical 

starting point of their activities is represented by the oeuvre of Patrick Geddes, 

who set his objective by creating the definition of social reconstruction: the 

promotion of peaceful social evolution based on a sense of regional identity and 

local organisations. He named the Social Survey method as an empirical tool 

that can be applied for this purpose. For this work he was also able to create an 

institutional background. Le Play House was founded in 1924. At that time, it 

worked as an umbrella organisation of existing scientific, semi-scientific, 

amateur, semi-amateur and charity organisations linked to the idea of social 

reconstruction. The Institute of Sociology came into being in 1930 as a result of 

a demerger, but it had a more clear-cut scientific profile. These organisations 
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played a significant role in the institutionalisation of British sociology, 

especially because they were the first institutions in Britain to conduct 

qualitative social research in an organised form, on the basis of a standard 

methodology. Despite this fact, they were unable to sustain a role in the 

academic sector, and finally found themselves outside the official history of 

sociology. 

The next chapter of my thesis deals with the methodology of regional surveys. 

This methodology, at least initially, was strictly adjusted to the basic principles 

of Le Play. I present the methodology on the basis of three publications of the 

institution. I find it important to present these booklets, because the village 

survey in Dudar strictly followed the methodological principles they had laid 

down. What's more, Alexander Farquharson, the official leader of the Dudar 

research group, also contributed to the formulation of these principles. The 

methodology is based on the three basic categories of Le Play (place, work and 

folk), and in accordance with this, it specifies a detailed set of criteria regarding 

the data to be collected when surveying the geographical traits (place), 

economic life (work) and human communities and organisations (folk). The 

latter group contains demographic, sociographic and psychological surveys. By 

using the method of regional surveys significant results were achieved primarily 

in the investigation of local communities, but they can also be successfully 

applied in social work. This led to the distinction between integral and 

composite communities, which closely matched the duality of community and 

society, as we know from Tönnies's interpretation. The purpose of regional 

surveys is to preserve integral communities and to help the re-integration of 

local communities. The British researchers looked for research locations where 

the traditional sense of community and certain elements of the traditional local 

culture still existed, because they thought that these qualities could be used in 

the reintegration of communities under modern conditions.  
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Foreign field works represented a special branch of regional surveys, about 

which I write in a separate chapter. Apart from providing opportunities to study 

scientific questions, these field works also served educational goals, where the 

participants could master the methodology of field research. In three decades Le 

Play House and the Institute of Sociology organised around 90 foreign research 

trips across Europe. A major consideration in selecting the locations was again 

the quest for traditional, still functioning communities. This is how Dudar was 

chosen as a destination. Foreign field works led by these British researchers 

were usually documented in detail and were archived. As a result, a vast but 

poorly structured collection of empirical documents has survived. Although the 

material as a whole varies in quality, the documents related to Dudar are 

exceptional in all aspects. This could in part be attributed to the high intellectual 

potential of the College of Arts of Szeged Youth, which organised the survey on 

the Hungarian side, and in part to the composition of the research group that 

arrived from Britain. 

The next chapter of my thesis presents Viola Tomori's scientific career up to 

1937. I find this necessary because from among the careers of the members of 

College of Arts of Szeged Youth engaged in social research her career has been 

studied the least extensively. In the past decades practically no publication came 

out about her work. She played a crucial role in the Dudar survey. Apart from 

doing most of the organising, she also coordinated scientific work on the scene. 

She can be considered as the first Hungarian representative of social 

psychology. Her doctoral thesis titled A parasztság szemléletének alakulása (The 

peasantry's changing attitude to life), which she defended in 1935, was linked to 

contemporary village research movements, and contributed to the collection of 

information about the peasantry using socio-psychological tools, a novel 

approach at the time. Her doctoral thesis received much appreciation from 

contemporary scholars, which I discuss in detail in this chapter. It triggered 
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reactions from a broad spectrum of contemporary Hungarian intellectuals, from 

Kassák's journal Munka (Work) to the social politician Rezső Hilscher, from 

Péter Veres to Zoltán Szabó, and from the conservative Catholic periodicals to 

the Communist Erik Molnár. Tomori's thoughts are incorporated in Zoltán 

Szabó's first major sociographic work, A tardi helyzet (The situation in Tard), 

and serve as a benchmark in a chapter of the Kemse monography dedicated to 

the spiritual life of the village. In Romania, a review of her work came out in 

Dimitrie Gusti's journal, while Elemér Mályusz spoke about her during his 

university lectures given in the 1936-37 academic year. Apart from scientific 

papers, an important array of Tomori's writings from the same period include 

sociographic reports, which, on the one hand form the empirical raw material for 

this thesis, and on the other hand support Tomori's socio-psychological theory. 

During my research work I compiled as complete a bibliography as possible of 

Viola Tomori's literary works and incorporated it into my thesis. 

In the next section I go on to describe the history of the village survey in Dudar. 

The most important source of reconstruction is the correspondence between the 

participants, which has survived in several places. These letters reveal that the 

link between the Institute of Sociology and the College of Arts of Szeged Youth 

is social work. Along this line, the extended network of international 

relationships included the Hungarian Red Cross, the leaders of which knew the 

Szeged Youth thanks to their former activities in agrarian settlements. The 

correspondence reveals how the direct relationship between the British and the 

Szeged researchers evolved, and how the village survey in Dudar was organised 

and implemented. I could also find important information about the after-life of 

the event. Since György Buday, head of the College of Arts of Szeged Youth 

spent the remaining years of his life in England (from the end of 1937), the 

personal relations with the Institute of Sociology were maintained for decades. 
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Buday helped process the research materials and communicate with the residents 

of Dudar. 

The research documentation itself runs to nearly 2,000 sheets, which I digitised 

in the archives in England. All but one of the sheets are in English, so I 

organised and translated them. The British members of the group put together 

the manuscript of a volume they intended to publish, but so far I have been 

unable to locate this edited material. Yet, I had sufficient information to be able 

to reconstruct this book in Chapter 7 of my thesis. Below is the Table of 

Contents of the volume I reconstructed from the research materials related to 

Dudar, i.e. the list of the thematic groups of writings: 

1. György Buday: Letter to the Participants 
2. Dorothea Farquharson: Introduction - General Notes on the Village Dudar 
3. Viola Tomori: Official report sent to the Hungarian Ministry of the Interior 
4. Dorothea Farquharson: An impressionist picture of Dudar 
5. Preliminary questionnaire on family studies 
6. Theodora Bremner – Béla Reitzer: Study of Family Life in Dudar 
7. Dorothea Farquharson: The Jakab János Family 
8. Gwendolyn Shand: The Földesi Lajos Family 
9. Gwendolyn Shand: The Földesi Pál Family 
10. Gwendolyn Shand: The Horváth Family 
11. Gwendolyn Shand: Török Family 
12. Theodora Bremner – Béla Reitzer: Interview with Postás Jakab Pál 
13. Béla Reitzer: Varga József 
14. Ethel J. Ewart: Kovács B. Mihály 
15. Theodora Bremner – Béla Reitzer: Interview with the Agricultural Labourer 
16. Theodora Bremner – Béla Reitzer: Interview with the Midwife 
17. Theodora Bremner – Béla Reitzer: Interview with a Carpenter 
18. Gwendolyn Shand: Study of Village Trade 
    1. Deutsch Dezső, general merchant 
    2. Kiss József, shoemaker 
    3. Mayer János, baker 
    4. Kerpen Mórné, innkeeper 
    5. Kovács Dávid, innkeeper 
    6. Kis József, butcher 
    7. Király Péter, innkeeper 
    8. Grain Exchange, local branch of Zirc flour mill 
    9. Dairy, local station of a Budapest corporation 
    10. Bittmann István, shoemaker and general  merchant 
    11. General Observations 
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19. Béla Reitzer: Structural Changes in Hungarian Peasant Society 
20. Gwendolyn Shand: Emigration 
21. Political Administration - General Review 
22. Béla Reitzer – Theodora Bremner:Interview with the Sheriff 
23. Ethel J. Ewart – Gwendolyn Shand: The Fire Brigade 
24. László Reitzer: Notes on the Levente-organization and on poor-relief 
25. Visit to the School 
26. Viola Tomori: The Psychology of the Hungarian Peasant 
27. Theodora Bremner – Béla Reitzer: Religion as Social Background in Dudar 
28. Theodora Bremner – Béla Reitzer: Interview with the Village Pastor 
29. Ethel J. Ewart: The Church Service 
30. Gwendolyn Shand: The Church at Dudar 
31. Dorothea Farquharson: The Village Wedding. The Forest Picnic 
32. Gyula Ortutay: Hungarian Folklore 
33. Béla Bartók: Hungarian Peasant Music 
34. Dorothea Farquharson: Peasant Life Studies. Folk Song 
35. Károly Viski: Hungarian Material Culture 
36. Mihály Kerék: The Problems of Hungarian Agrarian Reform 
37. Alexander Farquharson: Dudar - Natural Features 
 

In accordance with the ideas presented by the British researchers, this volume is 

a mixture of lectures written in advance by Hungarian experts, interviews and 

family studies prepared on the scene, a few summary studies, ethnographic and 

physical geographic observations, as well as an essay outlining the subjective 

impressions of a participant. 

In the last part of my thesis I evaluate the research conducted in Dudar using this 

reconstruction. The results of the village survey can in part be interpreted based 

on the methodology of the British regional surveys. An important element of 

this methodology was the collection of knowledge that was already available 

locally. Having fulfilled this task at a very high standard, the Szeged Youth 

handed over this material "on a plate". The writings of carefully chosen 

Hungarian scientists and experts were incorporated into an up-to-date review of 

the contemporary peasant society of Hungary, which also reflected the approach 

of the Szeged Youth. 
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The second half of the results of the village survey carried out in Dudar comes 

from the work performed locally. This is how, following the traditional 

methodology of regional surveys point by point, a description of monographic 

completeness was compiled on the social relationships and lifestyle of its 

residents. These texts were indeed drafted in strict compliance with the 

principles of Le Play. 

However, if we disregard these methodological frameworks, the whole of the 

texts reveals a theoretically well-founded, detailed sociography of the village. 

This is due to the fact that the authors included seasoned field researchers and 

experts with significant experience in social work. The survey was conducted 

through participant observation carried out for ten days. This time was sufficient 

for the researchers to gain relatively deep insight into the everyday life of the 

village. It is a major point of consideration that in many aspects the texts 

represent a viewpoint independent of the contemporary Hungarian discourse. 

They contain sharp-eyed and critical observations from different but 

complementary perspectives due to the authors' diverse qualifications. 

Having reviewed the written results of the field work carried out in Dudar I can 

first of all say that most of the attention was devoted to family studies. The 

British researchers brought with them a 15-question questionnaire compiled 

especially for the Dudar research project. The reports, and especially Theodora 

Bremner's and Béla Reitzer's summary study based on these reports are indeed 

structured accordingly. The families were studied by several members of the 

group in parallel: Dorothea Farquharson gave a detailed description of their 

host's family, dotted with anecdotal recollections. Thanks to the profession of 

the head of the household, we can get to know a typical job done in Dudar: lime 

burning. From Dorothea Farquharson's field diary one can learn a lot about the 

families from which Veress collected folk songs. Gwendolyn Shand managed to 

identify different and distinctive types of peasant families: after presenting the 
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family of the genuinely well-to-do Lajos Földesi she describes the family of a 

less prosperous relative, Pál Földesi. The Horváth family represents an unusual 

family structure, and finally Ms. Shand describes a young, aspiring couple, the 

Töröks living in Kisdudar. Dorothea Farquharson and Shand strive to describe 

the lifestyles of the depicted families without value judgement. They place a 

great emphasis on presenting the living conditions, the layout of the house and 

the yard, the furnishing of the rooms, the daily routines and the diet of the 

families. These descriptions are included in the study written by Ethel J. Ewart 

about Mihály B. Kovács. 

The authors Reitzer and Bremner met people through whom we can get a better 

insight into the social plights of the village, into the disappearance of the 

traditional lifestyle, as well as into the living conditions of poor peasants, day 

labourers and agricultural wage labourers. Their interviewees include a 

carpenter who can hardly make a living from his trade, therefore he can hardly 

wait to become a factory worker in a nearby town. In the rest of the interview he 

mostly speaks about the life of the poor in Dudar. Then the report on agricultural 

labourers goes on to describe wage and day labourers. Their third interviewee, 

Jakab Pál Postás, also comes from a poor family, and therefore he had to work 

as a servant. The next person they present is József Varga, who also belongs to 

the poorer segment of the village's population. Finally, a significant part of the 

interview with the midwife is about the unfavourable living conditions, which, 

from the midwife's perspective, first of all means the lack of adequate hygiene 

and sanitation. In the family studies an important topic is the issue of housing 

and crowdedness, the cohabitation of generations, the changes therein, and the 

possibilities for new home construction. Relationships with neighbours and 

relatives are given much attention in the family studies as a community 

organising factor. 
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Trade and industry in the village form a separate topic, which was fully 

processed thanks to Gwendolyn Shand. It is true that she had an easy task, since 

she had to visit only ten places: shops, craftsmen's workshops, inns and trade 

depots. The Dairy and the Grain Exchange were not owned by Dudar residents. 

The stock carried by the shops was very limited, and met only the barest needs. 

It was only the shoemaker, István Bittmann, whose enterprise could be regarded 

successful thanks to his local customers and those even from distant counties. 

The political life and administration of the village was also investigated. This 

part of the report gives the basic figures in numbered sections, and is well 

complemented with the interview conducted with the village sheriff. We learn 

about the operation of the election system. Based on the report, the work of the 

representative body seems rather formal. The weight of administration falls 

upon the notary, who also represents, almost exclusively, the village towards the 

outside world. The notary was not interviewed, maybe because he organised 

catering services for us on the side of the locals. At any rate, Dorothea 

Farquharson also describes his role in the village in her entry that summarises 

her general impressions. In doing so, she highlights the patriarchal relationship 

that is apparent between the notary and the residents of the village. 

The relationship of the village with the outside world is discussed not only in the 

description of the administrative system, but also in the study on emigration, for 

example. This text is significant from several aspects. The information we get 

about the living conditions of Hungarians living and working in North America 

is interesting in itself. The comparison of the lifestyle of the new settlers in the 

New World with that of the peasants who stayed at home is equally important. 

But probably the most remarkable investigation focuses on whether village 

people who have or had relatives who left the country behind keep or kept in 

touch with them, and how this relationship affected them. Furthermore, it was 

interesting to learn, whether those who returned from the emigration, brought 
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with them new, more modern patterns of behaviour, or they lost even the few 

English words that they had picked up. 

The Abbey in Zirc also belongs to the outside world. The relationship between 

the village and the Abbey was also thematised thanks to the research group's 

visit to the Abbey. The report also mentions the large landowners of the area, the 

Nádasdy and the Holitscher families. The head of the latter family was the MP 

for the district at the time of the visit. 

The research also focused on the elements of local institutional life. A certain 

regimentation and discipline is present both in the Fire Brigade and the Levente 

organisation (a paramilitary youth organisation between the two world wars in 

Hungary), to which Shand refers in her writings, with noble simplicity, as a 

military organisation, and also in the behaviour of school children. Mapping 

community social work was always important in the regional surveys. They 

found an example for this, too, when they observed how caring for a blind man 

living in Dudar was organised. 

The researchers paid great attention to the religious life of the village. Apart 

from the interview with the pastor, two other people reported on the Sunday 

church service and highlighted the moments that seemed unique or even weird 

for foreign observers. The relationship between the village and the outside world 

was discussed in connection with religion too, since as opposed to the Calvinist 

and Hungarian population of Dudar all the neighbouring villages had Catholic 

and ethnic German residents. 

The researchers also studied the community organising role of religious life. The 

transformation of this role is depicted in the study titled A vallás, mint 

társadalmi háttér Dudaron (Religion as a social background in Dudar), 

presumably written by Béla Reitzer. The transition from the traditional into the 

modern is a central issue in the writing by Bremner and Reitzer summarising 



 

14 
 

family life. It starts with describing changes in the traditions of inheritance, then 

discusses the transformation of authority relations, and ends with detailing 

young people's approach to life, which is increasingly different from that of the 

former generations. 

Jewish people living in the village and the relationship between them and the 

rest of the village are also mentioned during the interviews. At the time of the 

survey there were several Jewish merchants and innkeepers practising in the 

village. Some families were apparently more prosperous than the average 

residents, and there was a family member who decided to farm the land instead 

of working in trade. According to one of the interviewees, the residents of the 

village neither especially liked, nor disliked Jews. However, they also met a 

person who openly gave voice to his revulsion towards Jewish people. One of 

the interviews gives an insight into the not too intense religious life of the 

Jewish community at the time. 

Exploring the traditional elements of village life was of great importance for the 

British researchers. This endeavour was facilitated by the locals, who organised 

a representation of a village wedding ceremony for the foreign guests starting 

from the bridegroom's visit to the bride's house to gain the parents' consent to 

wed the girl of his choice to the wedding festivities after the church ceremony. 

At another time, the village people took their guests on an excursion into the 

count's forest, where they had a bonfire too. 

Ethnographic observations were given much emphasis in the survey of Dudar. It 

was an excellent opportunity for the group members to follow the work of folk 

song collector Sándor Veress. A field diary written during his work includes a 

wealth of comments on clothing, objects of everyday use and the furnishing of 

the houses they visited. The kitchen, the kitchen utensils, the traditional ovens 

and tiled stoves were also described in detail by several members of the group. 
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In one place they could also observe the weaver at work. They also attended 

community gatherings where people still sang while working.  

In summary, the participants of the research project could observe and document 

a peasant community living in archaic conditions in many aspects, not long 

before its disappearance or transformation. We can say that Viola Tomori chose 

a village that matched the research interest of the guests. Due to its relative 

isolation, Dudar still had many of the elements typical of traditional societies. 

Therefore, using the British terminology, the village could still be considered an 

integral community, although it already showed the signs of the transition 

between traditional to modern.  
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