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Doctoral theses 

 
ISTVÁN  GAUČÍK  

 

The Hungarian Minority's economic status loss in Czechoslovakia (1945–1948) 
 

Research and Conceptual Issues 

Since its birth, the Hungarian community has been integrating itself into economic structures 

of a nation state. The last, however restricted possibilities of economic protection- and  

enforcement of interests were present in burgeois Czechoslovakia. 1945 is a caesura from the 

view point of Hungarian national minority, because we cannot speak about economic 

participants organizing them selves on national bases any more. It has come to national 

hegemonization of economy, nationalization, agrarian reform and to a violent change of the 

Slovak upper-class representatives. Proceeding 1948 the Hungarian minority became the 

subject of sectoral changes in Slovakia. The realization of ideas claiming the socialist 

economic control and structural changes had determinative influence on the southern Slovak 

economic field (industrialization, collectivization, socialization, urbanization, labour 

migration). Incidentally noticed: The examination of economic productivity of the southern 

districts has beenmissing to this day. 

 The liquidation of legal associations, works, economic organizations and institutions, 

the fate of their properties, and mainly, the relative calculation of losses may become the 

subject of further research. There are two more issues, which can consort with this line of 

research: the post-war reshaping of Hungarian regions and the examination of the national 

economic policy. 

 The slavonic nation state Czechoslovakia and the so called folk-democratic regime 

were founded on the principles of the Košice Government Program, which was fundamentally 

different from the previous totalitarian Tiso- and the pre-Munich Masaryk political systems. 

From the view point of Czech and Slovak nationbuilding, this government program contained 

principles of state- and nation constitution, the postulates of national and social revolution, 

however, from the view point of Hungarians, it meant a codified legal, economic and social 

discrimination. It carried in itself a real danger of radicalization in point of rebuilding and new 

leading of economic sphere and state organisation. To put it the other way around, for the 
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Slovak upper-class and society the Hungarian minority, mainly because of its agricultural 

character, represented the economic projection of the nationality question (aswell). 

 In certain economic regions, the ownership relations with in the majority nation were 

intended to be equalized through nationalization, not concealing, that for the sake of this the 

minority resources would also have been expropriated. According to this concept, the 

nationalization became the peak of the Slovak national development and that of the 

„revolutionary wave“, which consolidated the power structure, and according to the Marxist 

historical construction, it led the nation towards socialism. The properties, owned and 

managed by Hungarian and German citizens, Hungarian and German national minorities in 

Slovakia and their collaboratives, were confiscated and placed under national trusteeship. It 

must be emphasized that differently from the agricultural properties, the government program 

did not mention anything about the confiscation and introduction of national trusteeship 

regarding the industrial and small-scale enterprises. Leaving this question open, the ground 

for nationalization was ensured. On the other side, the realization of land reform gained 

a special role, as the solution for the Slovak land question, which bore a close relation with 

the liquidation of Hungarian minority organized by state authorities. 

 We can analyze the economic status (status loss) of the Hungarian minority in the 

realization process of the Slovak political aims, change of property relations (nationalization, 

landreform), fate of trade associations (works, confiscation of economic organisations and 

institutions, their transformation) and in the individual loss of property effected by ethnic 

disrimination and mainly in the numeric evaluation of the se losses (not aiming at 

completeness in this place). The analysis of the post-war reconstruction of the Hungarian 

residential areas and that of the national economic policy can be consorted with this approach. 

Eventually, neither the issue of financial relations between Czechoslovakia and Hungary can 

be left out of consideration. 

 

Antecendents 

The Slovak historical researches on Hungarian minority have remained debtors with an 

examination of the years of civil right deprivation from the economic point of view. Only 

Katalin Vadkety´s works on the economic situation of the Hungarian national minority during 

the Czech – and Slovak nation building convey new, although sporadic information from the 

perspective of economic history and economic policy. Her approach takes basically the 

individual property loss caused by ethnic discrimination into consideration. Károly Szabó´s 
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work has brought new viewpoints on the property losses of the resettled Hungarians, the 

exchange of Czechoslovak Crowns, compensation of immovable estate, blocked accounts, 

social aid, subsistence of public servants, and compensation of losses resulting from the 

national trusteeship. 

 There are three important aspects missing in these works. The guidelines of economic 

reestablishment in Czechoslovakia, financial and economic projections of the Czechoslovak – 

Hungarian relations, which manifested themselves more and more powerfully during the 

population exchange, and the interests of the Hungarian national minority. In these narratives 

the Hungarian minority does not appear as a community capable of economic self -

organization. The Hungarian cooperative system in Czechoslovakia, the Hansa Cooperative 

Goods Center and the nationalized-confiscated Hungarian financial institutions got 

completely to the periphery of researcher´s interest. The Slovak historiography has not dealt 

with the above mentioned questions, except that of the land reform. 

 

Methods and Resource 

I used the influential part of the Slovak, Czech and Hungarian literature of diplomacy, policy 

and economic history to write this dissertation. To examine the deportations, population 

exchange, internal colonization and Slovak minority policy, I utilized the rich Hungarian and 

Slovak publications. Besides the Czech and Slovak literature I studied some German volumes 

as well, which helped to shade the subject-matter of the Czechoslovak state organization after 

World War II., and the questions of foreign- and inner policy, respectively the economic 

issues. 

 I searched for the historical relations of the discussed period relying on archive 

resources. In the Slovak National Archives, I studied the documents on land reform and 

agrarian policy conceptions. In the collections of the Deputy Office ofAgriculture and Land 

Reform I found documents on confiscations and in the written proceedings of the National 

Reconstruction Fund those regarding the non-agricultural properties. I researched the 

documents on liquidation of the Hungarian cooperatives in the collections of the Central 

Cooperative, and the documents on the Hungarian financial institutions and their branches, 

respectively the materials of the liquidating officers, in the Archives of the Slovak National 

Bank. I have found interesting regional supplementary data related to this subject in the 

regional archives of Bratislava, Šaľa, Levice and Lučenec. I have taken use of the documents 
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on industry, trade and cooperatives between the two world wars, found in the National 

Archives in Prague.  

 In the Hungarian National Archives I utilized the documents of cooperative centers 

(Hangya, Futura), financial institutions (the General Hungarian Credit Bank), respectively 

those of the Industrial Policy Class. I collected precious information on financial references of 

the population exchange in the collections of the Ministry of Finance, the Centre of Monetary 

Institutions and in those of the Hungarian National Bank. 

 

The Structure of the Dissertation 

This work consists of four larger thematic units. In the first one I examine the relation 

between recollection, history and past interpretation, respectively the characteristic features of 

changes of commemorative recollection in Slovakia after 1989. In the second one I draw the 

development curve of the Czech and Slovak party regime since the beginning of the 20th 

century. In this chapter I pay attention to the genesis of the Košice Government Program and 

that of the National Front. The third one deals with the economic background of the 

Czechoslovak, Hungarian, and the first Slovak Republic. I give a detailed analysis on the 

economic theorems of the Košice Government Program, nationalization, and on the economic 

conceptions of the Slovak parties. The fourth unit makes up the backbone of the dissertation. I 

identify the components of the majority economic nationalism, the economic and 

administrative methods of government property acquisition (national commissions, 

trusteeship system, distraints, and confiscations). I examine the way of confiscations and 

allotment of the Hungarian agricultural, small-scale, trade possessions and those of the bank 

capital. I interpret the population exchange and the land reform in wider relations, while 

paying attention to the rules of economy. Special emphasis is laid upon the brake-up of the 

Czechoslovak-Hungarian network of cooperatives and to the liquidation of the Hungarian 

financial institutions. I also deal with the rugged fate of the First Savings Bank in Bratislava, 

which is an excellent example of the Slovak, Hungarian and Soviet clash of interests. 

 

Content 

 

Introduction 

 

1.Forgetting and Vita Memoriae 
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1.1. Recollection and History 

1.2. The Hungarian Historiography: A Symbiosis of Erudition and Commemorative Literature 

1.3. Construction of a Self-legitimating and Ideologizing Historical Approach 

1.4. The Slovak Historiography: From the Hungarian Ghost to Objectivity 

 

2. On the Barge of  National Policy 

2.1. The Birth of the Czech and Slovak Party System 

2.2. The Way Leading to the Košice Government Program- “the Bible of the Present and the 

Past” 

2.3. The National Front – in the Service of “Anti-Democratic Democracy” and Power 

Concentration 

2.4. Towards the Communist Power Monopoly 

 

3. Economic Re-Shaping and Development 

3.1. The Fundamental Characteristics of the Slovak Economic Development 

3.2. Economic Success, Modernization, Paradoxes 

3.3. Within Limits: Economic Development in Hungary 

3.4. Economic Disintegrations, Reintegrations, and the Variations of Forced Solutions in the 

Shade of War 

3.5. The Economic Theorems of the Košice Government Program 

3.6. Territories and Results of Nationalization 

3.7. The Economic Conceptions of the Slovak Parties 

3.7.1. The Slovak Communist Party 

3.7.2. The Democratic Party 

3.7.3. The Liberal Party 

3.7.4. The Labour Party 

 

4.  Ethnic Homogenization in Economy 

The Channels of Majority Property Acquisition and those of the Minority Property Losses 

 

4.1. National Commissions and their Economic Role 

4.2. National Trusteeship and Confiscations, as means of Civil Rights Deprivation and 

Punishment 

4.3. Variations of Land Reform Policies 
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4.3.1. The First Czechoslovak Land Reform 

4.3.2. Land Reform in the Slovak Republic 

4.3.3. Land Reform in the Hungarian territories of Southern-Uplands 

4.3.4. Confiscation and Remittance of Hungarian Agricultural Properties 

4.3.4.1. The Aims of the Agricultural and Land Reform Deputy Office 

4.3.4.2. Economic and Financial Consequences of the Czechoslovak-Hungarian Population 

Exchange 

4.3.4.3. The Issue of Cash Stock, Blocked Accounts and Movables 

4.3.4.4. Economic Protection of the Re-settled or National Interest? 

4.3.4.5. Settlements, Deportations, Land Question 

4.3.4.6. Balance Feature 

4.4. The Fate of Non-Agricultural Property in the Mirror of Competence Fights 

4.5. The Transformation of Economic Organizations 

4.5.1. The Cooperative Pseudo-Democracy and the termination of the Hungarian Cooperative 

Movement 

4.5.2. Liquidation of the Hungarian Financial Institutions 

4.5.2.1. Sufferings of the First Savings Bank in Bratislava 

 

Summary 

Sources 

Referred Literature 

Attachment 

Charts 

 

Results 

I applied a number of new aspects in my dissertation and carried out the shading of issues by 

relying on archives resources. Weighing up the Hungarian publications in Slovakia, I would 

like to point out the conjuncture of the commemorative literature and the institualization of 

historical recollection. It has come to limited use of Czech and Slovak historical works, 

amongst these, those written before the turnover, and to the confrontation of their statements 

in the foregoing approaches. In this dissertation it will come to this, as well. 

 I compare the democratic-communist conceptions of economic policy, just as the 

agrarian and land reform policies prior to 1945.I draw the development curves of the 
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Czechoslovak, Slovak and Hungarian economic systems, which took different directions at 

the beginning of the 20th century. I examine the process of ethnical homogenization and 

nationalization of the Czechoslovak economic system in agriculture, industry, finance and 

cooperative system between 1945-1948. They are described as obstacles in the functioning of 

economy, which although having an integrative role on the level of national policy, evoked a 

disintegrative effect in economy. They had negative influence on the nationalization of 

economy, development of organizational culture, competitiveness of companies, and the 

conformation of economic law.  

 The Czechoslovak-Hungarian financial negotiations in 1946 and 1947 appear as “terra 

incognita” in the historical studies. Therefore the dissertation wants to point out the 

significance of economic motive powers. It came to a discrepancy of Czechoslovak, Slovak, 

Hungarian economic interests in the questions of foreign currency, Crown-Forint exchange, 

value assessment of movables and dissolution of the confiscations. I examine in these 

connections the role of The Home Buying and Selling Cooperative, founded by the former 

Hansa officers, which in principle should have espoused the economic right protection of the 

resettled inhabitants. As further important economic organizations appeared the First Savings 

Bank in Bratislava, the Signum Industrialists, and the Credit Cooperative of Tradesmen and 

Farmers. 

 I provide detailed data on theHungarian agricultural landed property stock, which as a 

consequence of population exchange remained on the Slovak territories, and on the non-

agricultural, cooperative respectively on the financial capital distribution. 


