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Theme and aims of dissertation 

With the efficient use of European financial resources between 2008 and 2013, serious 

shift both in scale and perspective occurred in museum education in Hungary: 

knowledge transfer activities of museums strengthened in terms of emerging as the 

venue of out-of-school learning, which significantly increased the recognition of 

museum education, primarily in the museum profession, but also in public education. 

On the basis of scientific research and analyses, using my own manifold experience as 

museum coordinator, course trainer and student, and also as museum professional 

having managed a successful tender, the main aim of my dissertation is to provide an 

overall picture of recent changes in museum education in Hungary, to describe the 

processes which actually enabled museums in Hungary to play a key role in out-of-

school learning. For this I defined the following sub-goals: 

 To place museum education developments in the period examined into 

historical and didactic context. 

 To present the reviving processes of museum education in Hungary from 

the appearance of the notion of visitor-friendly museum to the appearance of 

EU tenders specifically aiming to strengthen the educational role of museums. 

 To define the main trends of change of scale and perspective generated 

by earlier results and tender opportunities, also to analyse these trends by 

exploring secondary sources as well as carrying out my own empirical research. 

 To map the possibilities of going forward and a real paradigm shift, for 

the sake of strengthening the role of museums as the place of out-of-school 

education by presenting national and international examples. 

 

Structure of dissertation 

After defining the aims of research in the introduction, as well as the premisses that 

serve as the basis of the research, I give an overview of national and international 

research loosely or more tightly connected to the topic. Further, I briefly presented the 

analysis and research methods used in the dissertation. 
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In the second chapter – relying on relating reference literature, focusing on the 

period after the year 2000 – I briefly summarize the history of domestic museum 

education mainly in terms of  cooperation of museums and schools up to 2008, the 

year when EU tenders were first offered, also highlighting the appearance and 

unfolding of user-friendly attitude. In the historical summary I briefly refer to those 

international educational and museum educational trends that have affected the theory 

and practice of museum knowledge transfer until recently. 

After historical references in the following chapter of my dissertation I examine 

the didactic and methodological background. I neither meant to define the concept of 

museum education in an exact manner or present the applied museum educational 

methods and tools in full; I go through the still valid trends, characteristics of 

approaches and methodology that directly determined development trends in the 

examined period. Didactic and methodological characteristics of museum education 

are presented in the light of reform pedagogical ambitions, by summarizing general 

principles and by presenting a particular example of conscious museum application of 

Montessori pedagogy. In the second part of the chapter I give a detailed description of 

two more concepts of learning – Kolb’s experimental learning model and the concept 

of learning styles, as well as constructivist pedagogy. Successful attempts of 

application of these models have been made abroad, which might indicate possible 

development trends of museum education in Hungary too. After presenting the 

characteristics of museum education, finally I deal with the issue of specifying and 

defining museum knowledge transfer. 

Having outlined historical and didactic, methodological framework I come to the 

specific subject of the dissertation. In the fourth chapter, I go through the elements of 

museum education shift of scale and attitude occurred in the past five years as a result 

of EU project opportunities and methodology developments of the Museum Education 

Centre (MEC). By analyzing documents and using secondary sources I present in 

detail and analyse the activities of MEC and their impact in the museum sphere, as 

well as the trends, aims and results of museum education developments initiated by 

EU calls for tender. 
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Relating to the previous unit the empirical research in the fifth chapter also refers 

to examining the impact of developments. The entire process of the MEC project, the 

conclusions of the finalized project and the opportunities of further development is 

analysed on the basis of the interview conducted with Mária Káldy, professional 

director of MEC. The usefulness of the courses worked out and run by MEC is 

examined by processing course participants’ feedback of two particular courses 

contrasted with the experience of museum education specialized training at the Faculty 

of Education and Psychology, ELTE. The colleagues in museums having been 

involved in EU development were questioned by survey research concerning the 

effects of developments regarding museum education work on institution level, and the 

effects on museum and its surroundings. The results of this research are contrasted 

with the relating results of the evaluating analysis made to complete the national 

museum education data base created in 2008. 

The sixth chapter deals with the possibilities of moving forward. By showing 

domestic and international best practices concerning cooperation between schools and 

museums, I also demonstrate the effectiveness of national level strategy for reaching 

out to museum visitors of the future. 

In the final chapter the conclusions of my research are summarized and a 

proposal is made for launching further research. 

 

Sources and methods used in the examination 

The aim of my dissertation is on one hand to give an overall presentation of museum 

education developments between 2008 and 2013 placed in historical and 

methodological context while paying special attention to the work of the Museum 

Education Centre, and on the other hand to examine the outcome of these 

developments therefore, various methods of research and analysis are used.  

 

Exploring literature and secondary sources 

Characteristic features of educational activities of museums are presented on the basis 

of literature sources, and then I explore the meeting points and parallels of reform 

pedagogy and museum education. .The changes of museum education in Hungary in 
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the last decade are also examined by using secondary sources. Professional reports of 

inspections carried out in museums that had EU resources at their disposal are used in 

the course of analysing the projects.    

The results of both independent survey research are contrasted with the relevant 

data of earlier research. 

 

Interview 

About the aims of MEC, the achieved results and future plans, I conducted a semi-

structured interview with Mária Káldy, director of MEC. 

 

Document analysis 

In the framework of analysing the activities of the Museum Education Centre I 

reviewed the publications and dissemination practices of MEC by using document 

analysis. The same method is applied when I examine the impacts of EU tenders of 

museums by using relevant project documents. 

 

Survey research 

In studying the training activities of MEC I examined the utilization of selected 

courses in the sample, by studying primary data of student satisfaction feed back forms 

(71, and 171 pieces). In my own research, I analyse the answers of 25 museum 

professionals regarding the utilization of accomplished TIOP and TÁMOP projects of 

museums. 

 

Participating observation 

Concerning training courses and the network of museum coordinators, my personal 

experience is also integrated in the examination, because of my personal involvement. 

 

Presenting best practices 

During studying the impact of reform pedagogy trends on museum education, the 

museum education application of a particular method is reviewed. The analysis of 

student satisfaction feedback forms of MEC is complemented by an analytical review 
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of a final thesis of two training courses. Having presented domestic and international 

examples of best practices of accomplished school-museum cooperations I make 

recommendations concerning moving forward.    

 

Main results of the dissertation 

Recent major achievements of national museum education is presented and analysed in 

my dissertation.  As a comprehensive analytical study of the central methodology 

development implemented by EU financial support at the Museum Education Centre 

has not been made yet, my dissertation fills a gap in this respect. 

The descriptive, fact-finding research together with empirical examinations 

confirmed the expressed presumptions. 

 

1.  The museum education approach, its didactic aims and methodology is 

considered to be similar to reform pedagogy trends known and widespread in 

domestic public education practice, therefore it can easily be applied both to 

intensify learning, and to develop competences, too.  

The review of historical and methodology context, and its examination based on 

case studies, corroborates the reciprocal effects of museum education and education 

theory as they rely on one another to develop. The use of the newest learning theories 

and their methodology in museums – several examples of which can be found abroad – 

can largely support the didactic and methodological development of domestic museum 

education, the infrastructure of which has been renewed by EU support, and now 

museum education has a stronger position. 

2. Since the early 2000s user-friendly attitude in museums has had an 

increased presence, especially the efforts to foster cooperation between museums 

and schools, which have been further reinforced by the initiations of sectoral 

policies.  

From the beginning of the 21st century the efforts aiming to promote 

partnerships of museum and school have had an increased presence in museum life in 

Hungary, and have benefited from significant political support especially of the 

cultural government. The fact that the infrastructure of museum education and 
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methodology developments became beneficiaries of EU support is due to the success 

of the programmes aiming to cooperate with schools and disperse visitor-friendly 

attitude. The museum sphere received significant financial support owing to museums’ 

appearance as effective out-of-school venues for learning by which shift of scale and 

attitude could be realized in domestic museum education. 

3. The central methodology development realized at the Museum Education 

Centre significantly contributed to the development of museum knowledge transfer 

and to the whole area of museum education and to the shift of professional attitude, 

to the increased involvement of museums in public education and in life long 

learning. 

On account of carrying out research exploring demands and offer, the enrichment 

of domestic museum education studies opportunities – many cases by working out 

filling- the-gap syllabuses, compiling and publishing a variegated museum education 

bibliography based on Hungarian experience and examples, over the period under 

consideration the Museum Education Centre played a determining role in the shift of 

scale and attitude of domestic museum education. Primarily in the museum world, the 

institution managed to position the museum as the venue of out-of-school learning and 

to strengthen the prestige of museum education. Through the network of museum 

coordinators, museum professional and teachers were approached on a nation level; 

different professional and information events served to develop local networking; the 

renewal of national museum education conferences and Museum Education Award of 

Excellence contributed to raising the level of professionalism by presenting good 

examples and focusing on current professional issues. 

4. Museum education developments accomplished by EU resources had a 

significant impact on domestic museum sphere, perceivable not only short term; they 

generated definitive changes, renewal in the museum education perspective and 

methodology, focusing on the museum’s learning and knowledge transfer function. 

Cooperation with educational institutions reinforced museums’ function in 

education as out-of-school learning venues. 

In the case of affected museums the perceivable renewal of museum education 

perspective, methodology and not insignificantly the infrastructure generated the 
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learning and knowledge transfer function of museums and the area received higher 

professional and societal acknowledgement. By the newly created learning venues and 

museum education offer worked out in the framework of project programmes, as well 

as the partnerships created with schools, the function of museums as out-of-school 

learning venues became more visible and popular; all of which can be harmonized in 

accordance with the cultural primary care objectives of the government. 

In terms of using schools as out-of-school learning venues the most impactful 

was creating museum education spaces in the developments of TIOP projects. The 

facilities of several newly created museum education rooms or auditoriums provide 

more possibilities for using modern educational equipments or methods than 

educational institutions have. By project developments new, complex, museum 

specific presentation form emerged with basically knowledge transfer aims: study 

collections, study storage spaces are based on the object collection of the museum and 

on museum professional knowledge, which provide extra possibilities for visitors to 

meet the collection and another scene for museum learning for the target group of 

public education students. 

The most important benefit TÁMOP projects brought about is the newly created 

partnerships, interaction of museums and schools knowledge transfer and the wealth of 

museum education programmes on offer. The projects offered favourable possibilities 

for increasing the visibility of various museum learning opportunities for the target 

group and for the general public. Project resources allowed underprivileged schools 

and students to visit museums and – as long as resources were available – they 

contributed to improve equal opportunities in accessing museums. The texts of calls 

for tenders by (re)defining and interpreting some notions contributed to expanding the 

glossary of museum education terms. 

5. Remarkable support to move forward would mean further reinforcement of 

the role of domestic museums as educational venues and the disperse of information 

in a larger scale especially outside the museum world – mainly in the sphere of 

education, in order that closer and more comprehensive cooperations are formed, 

even getting to know and adapt international initiations. 
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For the optimum appearance of museums as out-of-school learning venues, the 

high quality venue and programme offer created with EU resources will not suffice; it  

is crucial to find further closer and more comprehensive cooperation opportunities, 

especially when project resources are not at our disposal any longer. The newly 

created infrastructure and the modernized methodology can also be used in new areas, 

too. A remarkable example of this is the school community service described in my 

dissertation, or schools and museums participating in a common project. By 

organizing in a centralized way, using the experience of earlier successful projects, by 

finding relevant resources, even working out an overall strategy – similar to the 

presented Dutch example can be realized for the sake of effective reaching out to 

student visitors. 

In my dissertation I endeavoured to summarize the achievements of museum 

education, the training courses of MEC, further by thoroughly examining the changes 

in museums that benefited from EU development I studied the impacts of 

developments. However, I did not have the opportunity to get to know and analyse all 

the museum education activities of domestic museums and I did not cover possible 

changes of schools’ use of museums in a detailed way either.  It would be beneficial 

for the museum profession as well as for the leaders of public education to repeat the 

research - on the museum education programmes offered by museums and on the use 

of museums by public education - carried out by MEC between 2008 and 2009. The 

results of the repeated research could be contrasted with the experience of the research 

that covered the ‘starting’ position. Expert analysis could explore the most successful 

areas and could define the trends of possible and necessary developments. Since every 

museum education development basically aims to make museums accessible and 

perceptible for the public as broad as possible, as the venue for experiential learning. 
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