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1. The theme of the dissertation 
 
In my thesis I wish to contribute to the apparently not new idea of the primacy of ethics in 
Kant's philosophy, partly through historical underpinnings but mostly by attesting based on 
the architectonics of the system and on Kant's reflections regarding the question. In The 
Doctrine of Methods of the Critique of Pure Reason Kant outlines the scheme of the system: 
The final end is the destiny of man – this is the topic of moral philosophy – in it integrates the 
three („special”) metaphysical subjects: God, freedom, immortality. Their tool is the 
subordinated essential aim: the critically conceived general metaphysics. These are aimed at 
in the renowned three questions (in this order): “What ought I do? For what may I hope? 
What can I know?” From this followed the task: to prove that there is, in the three Critiques, a 
concept of „systematic whole” based on ethics.  
 
 
2. The method 
 
The dissertation consists mostly of the analysis of Kant’s texts, either like commentaries, or in 
order to solve a problem, due to the better service of the chosen topic. I cannot and would not 
like to find a better principle of the method of analysis than Kant’s who writes it and partly 
practises it  concerning Plato’s notion of Idea. To understand better the author, I am going to 
confront the ideas he presents about his topic, and to consider them together with his 
intentions as well. He says only on this basis that sometimes we understand the author better 
than he did himself -  the assertion which became so illustrious. It occurs that the interpretor 
(he thinks so, at least) claims reasonably: the author should not have said that but this and this 
– but according to his own principles (’intention’). The conception of system in Kant’s works 
is, I think, probably justly, a final intention which both his ideas in general and therefore the 
interpretation have to follow.  
 
 
3. Structure and theses of the paper  
 
The first part of the dissertation discusses three fundamental concepts of Kantian  
philosophy. First I am attempting to clarify the meaning of a priori based on the Introduction 
of Critique of Pure Reason and Prolegomena and I arrive at the conclusion that these 
explanations are not satisfactory. Nevertheless, the abstratcion applied in them leads us to the 
second topic, since the operation in question is typically characteristic for the analytic method. 
I believe that this is what happens in the case of ethics and aesthetics, too.  Ultimately reason 
is reflected as the ability of self criticism in the example of the Appendix for Transcendental 
Dialectic, where Kant shows the regulative employment of reason  through the investigation 
of the operation of mind. 
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The second part examines two arguments of Critique of Pure Reason. First the problem 
that things in themselves should affect our receptive faculty so that we can "enter" critical 
philosophy, while the primary task of this philosophy is to show that such (perhaphs causal) 
relations cannot be known. Kant's main goals however presuppose exactly such causal 
relations (free will, God's omnipotence), which will have to be proved solely on moral 
grounds. That is why phenomena must not be seen as effect of things in themselves 
(independent of practical reason). 

The main theme of this part is the crucial aspect of transcendental deduction concerning 
the system that categories as verification of forms of thinking enable methaphysical thoughts. 
With categories we should not only be able to determine empirical objects but also the subject 
and its will.  

 
In the third part I attempt to introduce the concepts of practical reason in a way that the 

moral law and the pure practical reason should appear as late as possible. Kant however by 
deducing all "material" maxim from self-love a priori represents rigorism in ethics. The 
contrast between the "deduction" of Groundwork and the "fact" of Critique of Practical 
Reason is only ostensible.  

In terms of the system as a whole next to moral law free will is the most important question 
in moral philosophy. The Groundwork, the Preface to the second edition of the Critique of 
Pure Reason and the Critique of Practical Reason all agree that the speculative reason "has to 
save" freedom by limiting itself, thus ensuring its thinkability in the interest of moral-practical 
reason. 

 
The subject of the fourth part, the aesthetic part of the Critique of Judgement is practically 

defined by Kant himself as connection between ethics and the system, since he aspires to 
create a transition between theoretical and practical reason, and the  areas of nature and 
freedom. The stunning consequence of the deduction of judgements of taste makes the fact 
possible that everything can be beautiful, since any cognition can enable us to reflect on its 
subjective condition. Namely the judgements of taste can this way be suitable for analogy 
between moral feeling  and the joy felt over natural beauty. 

 
The fifth part proceeds from the teleology of the Critique of Jugdegement, where the 
existence of things as relative purpose leads to nature’s own final purpose and to the final end 
of the existence of the whole nature. Since the remaining part of this work is theology I 
examine it together with the corresponding sections of the Dialectic of the first two Critiques. 
I set out to find how the primate of pure practical reason prevails  over theoretical reason. 
There are differences in the methods of moral proofs of  God but it remains valid that the 
independent morality leads to religion, since that is what moral theology is built upon. 


