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In my thesis I explore the gender narratives of (principally male) social workers’ professional 

identities. My research is based on an interpretive analysis of narrative biographical 

interviews.  

The purpose of my research is to show the links between the social workers’ life stories and 

their professional identities. Based on my research, I also try to interpret their choices of 

profession. I analyse the connection between the variants of professional identities and 

gender. I explore the ways in which personal representations, identity reconstructions and 

narratives correlate with the social and cultural framework; in which male social workers 

enter to the (feminine) world of care.  

I used an interdisciplinary approach and my questions are placed into the framework of 

feminist cirticism and hermenutics. 

I have conducted a total of 15 interviews, of which I chose 7 narratives to analyse in my 

thesis.   

Although I have searched for the similarities in the men’s and the women’s narratives instead 

of the differences -- since I aimed to avoid the concept of the simplifying and overly 

homogeneous Essentialism --, the narratives are clearly contrasted according to gender. For 

that reason, the conclusion is dominated by the differences and not the similarities. The 

relevant differences between the men’s and women’s narratives can be linked to the ’Other’ 

(who is vulnerable, needy). The differences can also be found in the key motifs of the 

narratives. On the one hand, the men’s professional identities (as social worker or caregiver) 

do not have their roots in their childhood or are not associated with their private life. The key 

motifs are instrumental (such as ’success’) in their life stories’ reconstructions. In contrast to 

this, personal involvement is emphasised in the women’s narratives. In their case, the key 
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motifs are expressive, and the path that leads the interviewed women to care is „natural” and 

„easy”.      
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