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S e c t io n  I .

AM ERICAN ST U D E N T S AND T H E  C H R IST IA N  
WAY O F LIFE

L a u g h t e r  a n d  P r a y e r  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e s

It is not easy to visualize the reality and significance of the 
Student Christian Movement in the United States. Perhaps it 
may best be seen in one of its intercollegiate conferences. Blue 
Ridge, Blairstown, Lake Geneva, Silver Bay, King’s Mountain, 
Hollister, Seabeck, Asilomar— take any one of them—what pic
tures they are of the present student generation in their quest for 
the best! Here is one— 700 men from 90 colleges together for 
10 days of study and play, prophetic speeches and stunt nights, 
worship and discussion—all that mixture of “laughter and 
prayer which a British visitor says are the outstanding character
istics of the Movement. Here students from engineering colleges 
and medical schools rub shoulders with arts students and theologs; 
all living together in rare fellowship with 200 foreign students 
from 30 different nations. A group representing 20. Protestant 
denominations as well as a sprinkling of Roman Catholics, East
ern or Orthodox Christians; but all of one heart and one mind. 
What does this not mean for the New W orld? For the New 
Church? And for New Colleges!—colleges upholding the Chris
tian Way of Life!

\  ou do not understand these conferences unless you see they 
are not ends in themselves. Their first obvious purpose is to 
take these delegations which come from the Harvards and Ober- 
lins and Wisconsins and Virginias and fit them to make their 
colleges really Christian colleges. They have their vision lifted 
by Coffin, Eddy, and Speer to see a whole world made a brotherly 
place; they see with Bruce Curry, Henry Van Dusen and Har
rison Elliott how to start Bible-study groups in their fraternities; 
they share with each other their experiences in “ rediscovering the 
religion of Jesus’’ for their campus, and for the world today. 
From the last series of conferences 3,200 men have gone back to 
450 colleges and universities “stirred up to good works” but also 
coached—trained— for their achievement.

You will find these bands of students at work next fall, “search
ing parties” for a Christian Way of Life in the colleges.
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A  D y n a m ic  a n d  a n  E x t e n s iv e  F iel d

The American Student Y. M. C. A., in common with other 
national student Christian movements making up the W orld’s 
Student Christian Federation, is an indigenous part of the most 
dynamic body of youth in the world.

Edward Shillito, writing to the Christian Century after attend
ing the recent Manchester Conference of the British Student 
Movement, said:

It is the students' internationale, which may prove in the end to be 
more revolutionary in human affairs than the red internationale. The 
“student movement” has now had seven generations of students through 
its ranks; it has a lready wrought much, and its hand is visible every
where in the Church of Christ, but its greatest work is still to be done.

The student field is a dynamic in its possibilities for evil as it 
is for good. The power for evil wielded by an educated man or 
woman whose purposes are vicious or antisocial is infinitely greater 
because of the higher intelligence than that exercised by men 
and women who have not had the privilege of education.

The 80,000 students who make up the 700 local fellowships of 
the American Y. M. C. A. are about the task of holding up before 
their privileged and dynamic fellow students the standards for 
personal character and self-forgetting world service implicit in 
the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. They do this in intimate 
fellowship with an equal number of women students in these insti
tutions and with the men and women students in 2,500 colleges 
in more than 30 different nations.

It is not strange that many have spoken of this dynamic Chris
tian ‘‘student internationale” as possessing even greater ultimate 
possibilities for good to mankind than any other influence in the 
world today. Here is a great voluntary world-wide league of 
youth crusading for the personal social and international accept
ance of Jesus’ Way of Life. It is not strange that Bishop Brent 
was moved not long ago to speak of this as “the most hopeful 
movement of the Spirit of God in modern times.”

A n  A n a l y s is  o f  t h e  St u d e n t  F ield

No other student movement in the world is confronted by so 
diversified a student field as that of which the American Student 
Movement is a part.
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GENEVA STUDENT CONFERENCE 
Eight hundred students attended the 1925 conference

1 he last census of the U. S. Bureau of Education (1922) gives 
the statistics of 780 colleges and universities enrolling 618,555 
students: 402,036 of these are men students and 216,519 are 
women students. In addition, fully 100,000 students are in pri
vately controlled preparatory schools and these are also a part of 
the field under review.

h ully 800,000 students in at least 900 schools and colleges and 
universities are in the field served by the 700 students’ Associa
tions making up the American Student Associations.

D iv e r sit y  o f  t h e  A m e r ic a n  S t u d e n t  F ie l d

Students to the number of 414,806 are taking arts and sciences 
courses; 203,749 students are taking professional studies either as 
undergraduates or graduate students in such fields as Agriculture, 
Domestic Science, Engineering, Dentistry, Teaching, Law, Medi
cine, Theology, Education, Social Sciences, etc.

Of these 780 institutions 119 are public controlled. They 
enroll 35 per cent of all students or 212,513; 317 are denomina
tional colleges enrolling 145,000; 340 are independent of church 
or public control. 1 hese enroll 260,487 students. The greatest 
growth seems to be in the public controlled institutions. During 
the two-year period 1920-1922, denominational colleges in
creased enrollment 8 per cent, public controlled colleges increased 
enrollment 22 per cent.
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This remarkable development challenges the churches and the 
Christian Associations with problems that, a decade ago, were 
either non-existent or barely emerging. The American student 
field is rapidly developing a heterogeneity that demands a flexi
bility and diversity of program and an experimental method not 
required even a decade ago.

More than 500 of the 780 colleges have an average student 
body of under 500. These are in the main colleges of Arts and 
Sciences. Of these 317 are denominational colleges with an 
average student body of about 400. In these smaller colleges 
today, as in the past, is found some of the strongest work of the 
Student Y. M. C. A.’s.

The changes in program and methods in Association work in 
these colleges is due not to lack of homogeneity but to revolutions 
that are affecting every phase of college life.

The average enrollment in the 119 public controlled institu
tions is above 1,800 students; 64 institutions—most of them in 
this public controlled group-—have more than 2,000 students. 
Among these are a large number having student bodies of 5,000 
or above, and a few that now enroll 10,000 or more. Among 
these universities, California, Columbia, Illinois, and Michigan 
have all more than doubled their enrollments since 1915.

N e w  P r o g r a m s  for  t h e  N e w  D ay

A Student Association policy and program that was adapted to 
the situation a decade ago, when the colleges were more com
pact and homogeneous than they are today, will hardly do for 
the present day. In these institutions the churches and Christian 
Associations are together centering much of their ablest and best 
trained leadership in the effort to assist students and the college 
administration in pervading all areas of the personal and com
munity life with the standard of Christ.

Another factor affecting the field in which the Student Y. M. 
C. A.’s do their work is the growth of coeducation. T he 192Ö 
Bureau of Education report gives 60 per cent of colleges and 
universities as coeducational. But 85 per cent of all American 
students are in these coeducational colleges.

This is but one of a number of factors which have been bring
ing a substantial unity, nationally and locally, between the Student



Y. W . C. A. and Student Y. M . C. A. The organization of a 
National Council of Christian Associations and the spread of the 
local Council of Christian Associations give evidence of the deter
mination of these two Associations to work in this coeducational 
field with the practical effectiveness of a single movement, at the 
same time preserving such separateness as is essential for the 
doing of work relating only to men or to women.

E ager for E x p e r im e n t s

This attitude of search and experiment held by students of to
day is perhaps the one way in which they differ most from those 
of an earlier generation. It is a questioning generation. They 
want to try all things. They are determined to hold fast that 
which they judge to be good. Many of them are questioning the 
very foundations of religion, philosophy, and the educational sys
tem. It is a great day and an unparalleled opportunity for a 
movement which would follow Him who said “Learn of me.” 
There is a veritable uprising of youth who are willing to make 
this adventure, to experiment with the Christian Way of Life.

The experiments are unique and of infinite promise to the 
future of the nation and the Universal Church. In Nashville, a 
group of white and colored students are formed into an interracial 
commission and remarkable things are resulting. At the University 
of Illinois the Association is trying to help thousands of men and 
women find the most useful vocation. At Texas University they 
are putting Bible groups in the fraternity houses. At California 
they are experimenting with a daring plan of work with foreign 
students. And so it goes with these searching parties of students, 
called Associations, ingeniously at work all over the country.

In the general or intercollegiate movement this same experi
mental spirit shows itself in many interesting ways. One group 
of students from the Pacific Coast, at a cost of upwards of $1,000 
each, are making a Pilgrimage of Friendship to Japan and China 
during the summer vacation. A similar group representing the 
National Council of Student Associations are visiting student 
groups in Europe. Many students now, as formerly, are study
ing social sciences, but only today’s generation would have thought 
of the scheme of getting intercollegiate groups to spend the vaca
tion period in first-hand research in the cities. The New York
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group of thirty-odd scatter among the various social settlements. 
The Los Angeles group secure jobs as industrial workers and 
become members of labor unions. In both these types of promising 
social experiments two weekly sessions' are spent in discussing the 
social problems which they find.

So alert and daring are the students of today that the Advance 
Program Commission is centering most of its emphasis upon the 
encouragement of the experimental attitude of mind for all the 
student Associations. Such attitudes on the part of student lead
ers all over the country may be expected to break out in even 
more original and significant enterprises. W hat could promise 
more for the future of the Church than such a tendency to turn 
out “self-starting” laymen ?
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S e c t io n  I I .

G ROW ING EAGERNESS T O  IN V E ST IG A T E  
C H R IST IA N  FU N D A M E N T A L S

'I'liis is one of the most marked tendencies in the student field 
today. It expresses itself in a demand that students have leader
ship for thinking through the essence of the Christian Way of 
Life as well as discussing Christian solutions for the problems of 
the day.

R e s p o n s iv e n e s s  to  S p e a k e r s  w i t h  a  M essa g e

Speakers who have really thought through the present-day im
plications of the Christian adventure and the philosophy underly
ing it were never confronted with so many open doors as are met 
in the colleges as today. During the past year the movement has 
made available nationally or in sections of the country some of the 
nation’s most prophetic Christian leaders. W ith but few excep
tions these messages are given on a forum basis. Students demand 
the opportunity to question, to challenge, and to differ.

Tens of thousands of students have had a satisfying oppor
tunity on local campuses and in regional and summer conferences 
to think through Christian Fundamentals under the leadership of 
men like Sherwood Eddy, J. Stitt Wilson, Henry P. Van Dusen, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, Bruce Curry, Kirby Page, Allyn K. 
Foster, Rheinhold Niebuhr, and John R. M ott. In most cases 
a series of from three to five forums have been held, continuing 
over a period of three or four days, and followed by large oppor
tunity for small group discussions and personal interviews.

L ocal R e t r e a t s

Students are making many innovations in their local and inter
collegiate Christian Association programs in this effort to get a 
chance to think through the implications in modern life of the 
attitudes, relationships and teachings of Jesus.

The idea of frequent local retreats of friendly groups for unin
terrupted fellowship, prayer, and united search is rapidly spread
ing. To facilitate this a number of stronger college Associations 
have bought “cabins” a few miles away from the campus where
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KOBE STUDENTS GIVE A RECEPTION TO THE AMERICAN 
PILGRIMAGE GROUP

groups of from 12 to 50 students can get away from the campus 
distractions for deeper spiritual fellowship. Yale has its Old 
Mill, Dartmouth and Penn State their Log Cabins, Minnesota 
and University of Pennsylvania have acquired places that fulfil the 
same purpose.

Three years ago the officers of the New England College Chris
tian Associations dropped their Officers’ Training Conference and 
put in its place a Conference on the Christian Way of Life. The 
third of these was held in February, 1925. So great has become 
the interest in the conference that last year nearly 200 men and 
women students were present as delegates and the committee was 
obliged to refuse nearly as many more who desired to attend. 
This conference represents a united search on the part of some of 
the ablest and most thoughtful Christian college students for the 
changes that must take place in attitudes, motives, and social 
organization, if Jesus is really to be followed in our complex mod
ern civilization. Similar conferences have been carried through 
in other parts of the country this past year and more are being 
projected for the coming year.

S u m m e r  C o n f e r e n c e  F o r u m s

The student committees in charge of the summer conference 
programs of the movement have in many new ways provided for 
a consideration of apologetic subjects in the program. In several 
conferences (notably the one at Silver Bay) this has taken the
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form of a special forum hour occurring through the entire con
ference. Such topics as the Christian conception of God, Prayer, 
Christ, and the Cross have been as widely followed as have the 
stirring discussions on the implications of Christianity in indus
trial, interracial, and international relationships.

R ediscovery  o f  J e s u s  T h r o u g h  B ib l e  S t u d y

Perhaps in no way has this new zeal for discovering the essential 
meaning of Jesus’ Way of Life been more dramatically displayed 
than in the eager response of students to the work which Dr. A. 
Bruce Curry has carried on under the direction of the national 
C. C. A. during the past two years. Thousands of students are 
being led into a new quest for Jesus’ sense of oneness with God 
and men. The Bible has again become an open and living book 
to students who had dismissed it as having no vital message for 
them or for their time. Fully half the colleges of the country 
have been directly influenced by this remarkable new movement 
and many more have been indirectly influenced. In some univer
sities like the University of Pennsylvania, Iowa State, and Univer-

THE FIRST STUDENT GROUP ON A PILGRIMAGE OF FRIENDSHIP 
TO EUROPE (1922)

Three other groups have since visited Europe on a mission of friendship and understanding.
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TRAINING CAMP FOR BIBLE STUDY LEADERS 
This group met at Camp Gray, 1925, under A. Bruce Curry

sity of Illinois, upwards of 2,000 students have been in groups for 
Bible study during this past-year.

Local Bible-study institutes have, been held in many colleges. 
Not infrequently students from several neighboring colleges have 
come in to share in the study and training. Through a week-end 
spent in this way many have gained a zeal for Bible study and an 
insight into ways of making personal and group study spiritually 
productive.

Last summer at Blue Ridge (N. C.), Hotchkiss (Conn.), Camp 
Gray (M ich.), and this summer at Camp Gray, Dr. Curry has 
conducted training camps for Bible-study leaders. At much per
sonal sacrifice in money and time, men and women students, pro
fessors, student Y. M. C. A. and Y. W . C. A. secretaries and 
pastors attended these camps in order to be trained for more 
effective Bible-group leadership on their campuses. The enthu
siastic response of students and faculty to this movement is 
probably the most convincing evidence of the present student 
generation’s determination to make its own independent investiga
tion of the nature of Christianity and its right to authority over 
the whole of life.
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S e c t io n  I I I .

T H E  CONSCIOUSNESS O F  M E M B E R SH IP  
IN  A M O V E M E N T

It is said that the one value which many men found in the 
Great W ar was a new sense of fellowship. Some men never find 
that value; they go through life stark individualists— deprived of 
the upholding, stimulating influence of any group within which 
they are an indispensable part. An increasing number of students 
are finding such a fellowship in the Student Association Move
ment. They are members, not only of some local association, but 
in a real sense of a “brotherhood that binds the brave of all the 
earth."

The intercollegiate bond is a strong one anyway. In athletics, 
debating and in countless other ways there has been built up a 
sense of comradeship and solidarity, often national in scope. 
Something in the picture would be wrong unless there were a 
religious solidarity too. The recent growth of the scheme of 
student councils has at once facilitated this solidarity and been 
the result of it. In most states there are such councils and then 
in a national Council of Student Associations the designated repre
sentatives from all parts of the country come together. The real 
control which these councils have over the on-going student enter
prises would greatly surprise one who thinks of this affair as some
thing superimposed on the colleges by secretaries.

While the interest lying back of such control varies greatly with 
different students and even in different colleges, a movement 
which expects today to maintain living reality in the student field 
must give its members decisive and responsible direction of their 
own affairs.

At the last National Council meeting at Chestnut Hill Academy 
things like these were on the docket: Relation to the Modern 
Missionary Cause; How Get More Bible Study; European Stu
dent Relief; Finances; Cooperation with the Y. W . C. A .; a 
National Convention; A More Adequate Plan of Secretarial 
Administration. The Council has come to be a national group of 
very high intellectual calibre which hold the possibility of untold 
spiritual blessing to the whole Y. M. C. A.
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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL AT CHESTNUT HILL, PA.

A  S t u d e n t  M o v e m e n t  W i t h  M o m e n t u m

Each new Council is bringing a recurring wave of zest and en
thusiasm which has infinite promise for tomorrow. Here is how 
one member of the Movement makes himself count. He is a 
member of the cabinet in a mid-western university Association and 
leads a weekly Bible group in his fraternity house, and is a member 
of the field council which directs the general work over several 
states with its culmination in a great intercollegiate conference in 
June. He was elected by this field council as one of eight repre
sentatives (five of them students) from that field to the National 
Council. Each year an increasing number of such men find in the 
Student Associations a rare chance to meet tasks to match their 
growing powers. In a real sense this is a movement of students 
and by students.

Students largely manage their own conferences, with the help 
which a very few secretaries stand ready to offer. At Blue Ridge 
in June a score of them met for six days in preparation for leader
ship in the general conference which opened immediately after
ward. In one state where no traveling secretary is available one 
student has visited all the other colleges and planned and put 
through a state training conference of the newly elected student 
officers of the Y. M. C. A. The torch is often carried from col
lege to college by students, both as individuals and in deputations. 
One Ohio college in April sent a team of its best men to conduct 
installation exercises for the new officers in five nearby colleges.
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Princeton celebrated last spring the one-hundredth anniversary 
of the founding of their Association (the Philadelphian Society), 
it reminds one that the first student demand for a national move
ment came from Princeton nearly fifty years ago and they and 
other undergraduates carried the message from college to college. 
Today we are seeing a resurgence of that early student interest 
in this Christian Student Movement. And more; for there is a 
sense of partnership and proprietorship, which an increasing num
ber of the nation’s ablest students have in this affair which has 
never been equalled. We are doubtless at the very edge of far 
bigger business in this area. T he next few years will see a new 
army of graduates of our colleges, already trained both in self- 
determination and in “skills,” for the refreshment and renewing 
of many languishing Christian and social undertakings.

This consciousness of being part in a national and world-wide 
student movement is felt not only by students. An enlarging 
number of graduate secretaries are offering their help, as are many 
former members now in the ranks of business and professional 
life. One of these men said recently, “T he Summer Conference 
was by all odds the greatest spiritual influence that has come 
into my life.” This man is glad to help pass its benefits along. 
A National Assembly of student secretaries from all parts of the 
country has just closed a three weeks’ session in Michigan. Such 
gatherings tend to fortify the ties which unite the movement and 
to guarantee its highest service to meet the needs of the world..
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S e c t io n  JV .

CLOSER RELA TIO N  B ETW EEN  M E N ’S AND 
W O M E N ’S ASSOCIATIONS

Since the origin of the Student Christian Association Move
ment there have usually been separate Associations for men and 
women. This separation was so marked that the men’s and 
women’s movements tended to acquire distinctive characteristics 
and there seemed to be some danger of an increasing divergence 
of interest. Such divergence was obviously unnatural and inimical 
to the best life of both movements. It became increasingly appar
ent that neither the men’s nor the women’s Associations were 
developing as fully as they might with more frequent inter
changes of opinion and fellowship. Without such fellowship 
there would continue to be blind spots in the life and thought of 
both movements which could only be revealed and corrected by 
reciprocal contributions. Fortunately, this has been realized in 
time.

During the last three or four years, there have been wide
spread indications of an increasing desire, on the part of students 
throughout the country, that the Associations should not only 
cooperate more closely but at times act together as a united Stu
dent Movement. Since most of their campus interests are shared 
in common, and since most of the problems of life are common 
problems, it has seemed strange to the students themselves that 
their religious interest should be the only one that is segregated 
along sex lines.

How t h e  A s s o c ia t io n s  A re  W o r k in g  T o g e t h e r

The trend toward closer relations has expressed itself in every 
part of the Movement’s life, locally and nationally. In a number 
of the more important coeducational institutions, such as Iowa 
State College, at Ames, Iowa, the two Associations have formed 
joint executive groups called Councils of Christian Associations. 
This Council is supposed to act for both Associations whenever it 
seems advisable to function as one united campus-wide Student 
Movement. Such occasions are more frequent than they used to 
be and will undoubtedly grow in frequency. It is now not 
unusual for membership campaigns, evangelistic campaigns, social
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affairs, study groups, financial drives, and other enterprises to be 
directed by such a council.

A number of Associations have found that a joint cabinet re
treat was the most useful means of expressing the united purpose 
of the two Associations and providing an opportunity for each to 
contribute to the life of the other. Many of these retreats were 
held during this spring, particularly among the Associations in 
the Southwest and Rocky Mountain regions. Various student 
councils have also been led to the conviction that joint State 
Conventions were a very effective means of demonstrating the 
united life of the two Movements and of discovering the nature 
of their common tasks. Such conventions have been held in the 
states of Ohio and Iowa and are being planned for the coming 
year in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Tennessee, Michigan, Kentucky, 
and Minnesota.

Local cooperation had been experimented with so thoroughly in 
the Rocky Mountain region that the Student Councils responsible 
for that area decided a year ago to plan a joint summer confer
ence for 1925. This conference marks an epoch in the life of our 
two movements. It has been planned more entirely by the 
Student Councils than any preceding conference and its whole 
program is an attempt to be responsive to the expressed needs and 
interests of the student groups throughout the region. Its success' 
will greatly forward the movement toward closer cooperation in

THE COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS AT INDIANAPOLIS
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A JOINT CABINET RETREAT, UNIVERSITY OF DENVER

other sections of the country. It is interesting that the registra
tions for each group were larger than in either separate conference 
in the past.

T h e  E q u iv a l e n t  o f  a  N a t io n a l  St u d e n t  
M o v e m e n t

While such interesting plans as these are going forward through
out the field, the National Council of Christian Associations has 
continued to serve as an effective medium for the expression of 
the united life of the two Movements nationally. It has recently 
been reorganized in order that it might more adequately represent 
the democratic processes which control both Movements and the 
points of view of various sections of the country. The letters 
C. C. A. are beginning to mean something to local student groups. 
Their appearance as an imprint on some of the Movement’s best 
publications is a standing reminder of our united effort. Bruce 
Curry’s very remarkable work during the last two years as the 
agent of the C. C. A. in the field of Bible study has perhaps con
tributed more than any other single factor toward the growing 
sense throughout the membership of our unity in purpose and 
practice. The. first permanent secretary to serve both Movements 
under the auspices of the C. C. A. has just been appointed to 
the Christian World Education Committee. This is Miss W illa 
Young, who formerly was a secretary with the Y. W . C. A. The 
appointment of such a secretary also marks a milestone in our 
development.
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It is obvious how indispensable the C. C. A. is coming to be as 
a voice for both Movements not only in relation to other national 
movements in America but also in relation to other student move
ments throughout the world. If other reasons had not compelled 
us to create such a body the very necessities of these larger rela
tionships would have compelled us to take such a step.

At no point does our practice further outrun the formulated 
policies and legislation of our movement than in our relations 
with the Student Y. W. C. A. It is a splendid illustration of the 
spontaneous voice of the Student Movement expressing itself 
effectively through administrative and executive channels.
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S e c t io n  V .

A D EM O N STR A TIO N  OF CHURCH U N ITY

For nearly a half century the Student Y. M. C. A.’s have been 
pioneering among future lay and clerical leaders of the Church in 
the field of church unity. These Associations have sought to be a 
fellowship in which students of many of the denominational and 
confessional divisions of Christendom might experience something 
of the meaning of the Church Universal.

That this policy has made many students discontented with 
sectarianism in their own church must be admitted; but that it 
has diverted from any proper loyalty to the various branches of 
the Christian Church could hardly be maintained in the light of 
the tens of thousands of students who, through the work of these 
local Associations and the retreats and summer student confer
ences, have not only been drawn into new or deepened Christian 
experience, but also have been led into difficult and heroic pieces 
of Christian service in the home ministry, on the foreign field, in 
industry, and in social life.

It is these facts that have led most church leaders, local and 
national, for nearly half a century gladly to regard these Christian 
Associations as the Church expressing itself in ways transcending 
denominational differences in service with students. How essen
tial such a movement among students is was never clearer than 
today when American Christianity is divided, not only vertically 
by a multitude of denominations, but also horizontally by bitter 
theological warfare. Impotence will hound the steps of Christen
dom unless there is born in the hearts of the new generation an 
experience of the Church Universal that transcends the present 
unhappy divisions of Christendom and that will not let men rest 
until they have builded a deeper and more world-wide Christian 
fellowship.

A  P u r p o s e , N ot  a  C re e d a l  F e l l o w s h ip

That these Associations can transcend the divisions of the mo
ment is due almost wholly to the fact that they are voluntary 
fellowships of individual Christian students, not representatives 
of ecclesiastical organizations. That they come out of the life 
of the Church, must be loyal to it and are bound to build for a
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better Church must be evident from the very purpose around 
which these Associations group themselves:

T o  lead students to faith in God through Jesus Christ.

T o  lead them into membership and service in the Christian Church.

Í  o promote their growth in Christian faith and character,  especially 
through the study of the Bible and prayer.

T o  influence them to devote themselves in united effort with all 
Christ ians to making the will of Christ  effective in human society, and 
to extending the Kingdom of God throughout the world.

Into a single Association in many American universities and 
colleges come students representing twenty to thirty denomina
tions of the Protestant Church as well as numbers of students from 
other confessions, Roman Catholic and the Eastern communions. 
They see in this declaration not a creed but a statement of per
sonal and associated purpose and in the activities involved in 
carrying out this purpose they come to realize how unessential are 
the things that divide Christian groups and how important and 
energizing are the things that unite them.

The church affiliations of the 173 local and traveling student 
Y. M. C. A. secretaries and of students at two of the Summer 
Conferences show the great diversity of recent denominational 
and confessional viewpoint that finds unity in the life of this 
movement.

INTER-SEMINARY CONFERENCE, DAYTON, OHIO 
Sixteen seminaries were represented
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Blairstoivn Geneva

D e n o m i n a t i o n
E m p l o y e d
S e c r e ta r i e s

P r e p  S ch o o l  
C o n fe r e n c e

S t u d e n t
C o n fe r e n c e

Methodist  ....................................... ......... 53 16 231
Presbyterian .................................. ......... 40 65 132
Baptist ........................................... . . . .  39 14 58
Congregational ............................ ........  17 27 54
Disciples ......................................... ......... 6 1 13
Episcopalian .................................. ----- 4 78 20
Lutheran ......................................... 4 4 37
Friends ........................................... . . .  3 5 20
Christian ......................................... 2 3 38
Brethren ......................................... ___  1 41
Evangelical .................................. ___  1 45
Unitarian ....................................... 4 I
Catholic ........................................... 4 1
Church of Christ ........................ 10
Reformed ....................................... 31
Mennonite ....................................... 13
People’s Church .......................... 4
Quaker Disciple .......................... 4
Miscellaneous (including those 

no church preference) ...........
with

3 31 47

Totals  .................................... . . . .  173 252 800

The most hopeful demonstration of the reality of this church 
unity movement is found in the response of seminary students to 
the opportunities offered for larger interseminary fellowship dur
ing the past two years. In many theological seminaries there is a 
student body organization which for years has been an affiliated 
section of the Student Association Movement.

The past two years, however, have witnessed a remarkable new 
trend to a deeper and wider fellowship between these future 
leaders of all divisions of the Church. It has manifested itself 
in many new and significant ways.

A  P ic t u r e  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  U n iv e r s a l

The following quotation from the report of the fellowship 
meeting of 410 theological students held at Evanston, Illinois, 
February 27, suggests some of the possibilities latent in such 
gatherings:

Imagine four hundred and ten students of theology, representing some 
fourteen theological colleges and every one of the more important 
Protestant branches of the Church, gathering in the same room around
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a common table to share in a common Sacrament of Our  L ord’s Supper! 
A generation ago it would have been incredible.

It marks in a d ramatic  m anner the tu rn ing  of the tide. After  g enera 
tions of disruption we are now witnessing the first steps in the recovery 
among Protestants of a sense of continuity throughout the fellowship of 
all those who know God in Christ and long to do His will.  As f a r  as 
the younger generation of ministers is concerned their mind is made up. 
T h ey  have seen a f a r  the spires of the city of God into which the treasures 
of all the denominations may be brought, and in which once again a 
united Christendom may present a solid front to the forces of Evil  and 
Death. T h ey  have seen that  vision. T h ey  recognize in it their supreme 
loyalty, and they will not allow themselves to be distracted by any lesser 
interest.

J e w i s h  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  S t u d e n t s  i n  F e l l o w s h ip

Quite different in nature but of vast significance in a time 
when racial prejudice is doing so much to invalidate the essential 
authority of the Christian experience, is the recent meeting be
tween the Jewish Institute of Religion (New York) and the 
Union Theological Seminary. M r. Fisher, speaking for the Jew
ish Institute, said:

Ours is a peculiar problem. W e  are deal ing  with Jewish  people, and 
through them we expect to reach up to internationalism, cosmopolitanism, 
and universalism. W e  are not seeking, and we perhaps do not hope to 
establish, a g rea t  universal religion by completely breaking down the old 
fa iths and the old religions. W e  would like to have you on the one hand 
and we on the other m arch up the mountain tow ard  God, each by the 
road we have chosen. But we on the Jewish side, as we go up, hold the 
r ight to sing the song of Israel.  . . . Surely in a land th a t  boasts of
freedom and liberty, Jews and Christians can exchange the hand of 
friendship, and we men who are to be Jewish  rabbis and you who are to 
be Christian ministers, may meet and hold hands in that  universal re 
ligion which animates the life of all  of us.

E a s t e r n  S e m in a r y  S t u d e n t s  fo r  C u r r ic u l u m  
R e v is io n

A three day conference in Nerv York of students from eastern 
theological seminaries not only experienced and studied Christian 
unity but made a courageous effort to determine "how far the 
modern seminary curriculum is meeting the needs of the minister 
who is to carry the message of Jesus Christ to the complex society 
of today.”
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ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHT PREPARATORY SCHOOL BOYS FROM 
EIGHTEEN SCHOOLS, AT PRINCETON FOR A LIFE WORK CONFERENCE

Similar meetings for fellowship, prayer, and study have been 
held by at least a half dozen other groupings of seminary students 
this past year including groups as widely separated as Greater 
Boston; Blue Ridge, N. C .; San Francisco Bay; Connecticut, and 
Virginia. Many of these groups have met two or three times 
during the past year.

An examination of the pages of the Intercollegian and of the 
books recommended by the Council of Christian Associations will 
show what a central place the ideal of the Church as the Body of 
Christ has in the present life of the American Student Movement. 
It is doubtful if ever in any previous period has this great inter
denominational fellowship been doing so much through its mem
bership and its national leadership to build abiding loyalty to the 
Church and all it stands for in society as it is doing today.
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S e c t io n  V I .

T H E  APPEARANCE OF A N E W  C H R IST IA N  LIFE  
D E D IC A T IO N  P H IL O S O P H Y

A n  E v a n g e l is m  o f  R e a l t y

This expresses itself both in the field of evangelism and voca
tional guidance. Students are responding most to the type of 
evangelism that deals fairly with the whole of life. They are 
impatient with an evangelism that deals only with a small seg
ment of life or one aspect only of the Christian message. There 
is a desire to know much more about the implications of following 
in the Christian Way of Life than has been associated with evan
gelism in the past. In short, they want more information before 
they make their decision regarding the complete dedication of 
their lives to Christ and His cause.

In this fact we find the reason for the widespread response to 
campus-wide evangelistic meetings of men like Sherwood Eddy, 
Stitt Wilson, Harry Emerson Fosdick, and many others who 
frankly call for the dedication of the whole life to all of the im
plications of the gospel message. Fully 300 colleges have pro
moted such campaigns this past year.

T h e  S a c r e d n e s s  o f  A l l  U s e f u l  W o r k

Students do not think far along this line before they see that 
the life work question is involved. In the vocational realm all 
useful work must be regarded as sacred. It places upon the Chris
tian Associations a responsibility for helping every man make a 
Christian calling out of his life work. It becomes as important 
under this philosophy to send a man into industry or politics or 
journalism fully to live out the implications of his Christian faith 
there as it is to send men into the Christian ministry at home or 
abroad. Christian vocational decision becomes as essential for the 
man entering the law as for the one entering the Student Volun
teer Movement.

This philosophy was well summarized by the National Council 
of Student Christian Associations in its meeting in September, 
1924:

1. T h a t  the Christianization of the whole life of the whole world  must 
increasingly become the task of the whole Church.
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2. T h a t  all Christian men, quite regardless of their vocations, are 
obligated to make the Christianization of the whole life of the whole 
world their supreme concern.

I his means a greater, not a lesser, responsibility for the special 
full-time ministries of the Church at home and abroad. Fully 
1,500 Christian Association members have attended the state mis
sionary conferences this past year. In several fields two or more 
conferences have been held to which students have been brought 
for the sole purpose of considering the life-investment opportuni
ties in these ministries of the Church and its allied agencies. 
Deputations have gone out from seminary Associations to college 
Associations to present the ministry to college students through 
meetings and interviews. Most Associations have had meetings 
or Life Work Institutes in which the principles governing the 
choice of a life work have been considered and the major forms 
of Church and Association ministries at home and abroad pre
sented. Some Associations have worked out thorough going 
Christian vocational counsel programs. A large group of Asso
ciations are entering into new experiments in this field next year.

This emphasis comes now, however, as a part of a program 
which calls upon every Christian man to live out to the full the 
implications of his Christian faith in whatever calling he enters. 
Sacred and secular divisions and geographical barriers are disap
pearing; the Christian is one who is called to make his whole life, 
including his vocation, Christian.

A Harvard student caught this vision at the Northfield Sum
mer Conference during some addresses of J. Stitt Wilson. He 
resolved to live it out. Although a boy of large wealth he left 
his comfortable home to cast his lot with the coal mines of West 
Virginia. For several years he worked and lived as a miner, 
accepting no aid from his parents. Soon he became influential in 
the miners’ union. He has continued to prepare himself for his 
Christian ministry in the field of industrial relations by work
ing in the coal mines of Europe. Today he is at work with 
miners in Russia. This is but one of the scores of illustrations 
that might be mentioned of what happens when youth becomes 
“possessed by dreams.”
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S e c t io n  V I I .  

L IT E R A T U R E

At its best the Student Movement has always realized that 
ideals were more important than methods and that it might 
evolve a perfect organizational technique while entirely destitute 
of ideals or concepts necessary to the transformation of human 
life. Hence, the policy of the movement has always included an 
emphasis on the production and dissemination of good literature, 
particularly related to its purpose and aims.

T h e  M o v e m e n t ’s R ecord

I t is interesting to remember some of the achievements of the 
Student Department in this field. The source of many of the 
methods and also much of the inspiration of our present Bible- 
study discussions can be traced to literary work in the field of 
Bible study carried on by men like Dean Bosworth and Dr. Shar- 
man fifteen or twenty years ago. It would be interesting to know 
how many of the younger religious leaders who were in college 
during that period owe their deepest religious insight to the work 
of these men.

Then came Fosdick and the “Manhood of the Master.” Dr. 
Fosdick was at first rather reluctant to publish literature of this 
type. Anyone who is familiar with the use that has been made 
of the series of devotional studies which he finally consented to 
prepare will be profoundly grateful to the Student Movement 
which made them available. One has only to remember that the 
issue of the “Meaning of Prayer” has already gone over three 
hundred and fifty thousand copies and that both the “Meaning 
of Prayer” and “Manhood of the Master” have been translated 
into seven different languages.

The contribution which the movement’s publications have made 
to the question of relations between men and women is also 
unique. Dr. Exner’s books and pamphlets have had a circulation 
which mounts into the millions. More recently Dr. Herbert 
Gray’s “Men, Women and God” has proved itself to be the most 
valuable and helpful book available for students in this field. It 
stands as monumental evidence to the contribution of Christian 
thought to social life. It has proved especially useful in the 
coeducational institutions.
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A FEW STUDENT MOVEMENT PUBLICATIONS
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R e c e n t  P u b l ic a t io n s

After the organization of the Council of Christian Associa
tions a Literature Committee was formed to serve both Move
ments. During the first year of its existence the committee has 
had a notable list of publications to its credit. The list includes 
Herbert Gray’s “Men, Women and God,” Woods’ “ Modern 
Discipleship,” Oldham’s “Christianity and the Race Problem,” 
Fleming’s “W hither Bound in Missions,” Bruce Curry’s “Facing 
Student Problems” (with a student edition of the same), Beebe’s 
“Why Pray,” and Ruth Rouse’s “Rebuilding Europe” (a story of 
European Student Relief). The committee has also made avail
able editions of books published by the British Student Movement 
and the Federation, such as Miss Margaret W rong’s “Ideals and 
Realities in Europe,” “A Book of Prayers for Students,” and 
the Hymn Book of the Federation.

The Student Department has also published during the year 
a number of pamphlets bearing on different aspects of the Move
ment’s work, such as the “Advance Program Series” (consisting of 
No. 1, “Forces Affecting Student Faith” ; No. 2, “Financing a 
Local Association” ; No. 3, “Building the Christian W orld So
ciety” ) and “A Study of the Present Position of the Student 
Young M en’s Christian Association in Relation to Higher Educa
tion,” a study course of “The College Situation and Student 
Responsibility,” in addition to various technical material, includ
ing leaflets, folders, etc.

M o re  R e a d in g  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e s

In spite of the useful literature that has been made available 
in past years, the Movement as a whole has never fully appre
ciated the place of reading as a major method in its educational 
program. There are indications that such an appreciation is grow
ing both among the student membership and the secretaries. In 
place of disused libraries, many Associations have learned to see 
the value of having on hand a carefully selected stock of books 
which can be given out to fraternity houses and kept in circula
tion among the membership of the Association. One Association 
President last year shared a book with two hundred of his fellow 
students in this way. Another Association made an arrangement 
with the university bookstore to have on sale a few of the C. C. A.
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choice titles. It is also evident that the majority of the traveling 
secretaries realize the importance during local visits of helping the 
Association cabinets make a wise selection of books for circulation 
among their members and adopt adequate plans for the promotion 
of reading.

The increased number of sales at the summer conferences is 
indicative of the growing interest which exists throughout the 
movement in the literature now available. At the Asilomar Con
ference the book sales amounted to over $800 and at Geneva it 
was reported that the sales were more than than $2,000. At the 
Blairstown Preparatory School Conference the sales amounted to 
$380, and at other points partial reports indicate a greatly in
creased interest in the purchase of worthwhile books.

T h e  I n t e r c o l l e g ia n

Our monthly periodical, The Intercollegian, occupies a very 
unique place in the life of the Movement not only in its contribu
tion toward interest in other literature but also in the actual 
mental stimulus it has furnished on its own account. Its contents 
during the year have included contributions from some of the 
most eminent Christian leaders of the day. It continues to be, as 
it always has been, an intellectual pioneer in the best sense of 
that word. It has led our thinking in the discussion of such ques
tions as fraternity life, the athletic situation, the new missionary 
emphasis, and war. Several of the summer conferences report 
phenomenal subscription lists this year. Geneva, for instance, has 
turned in 1,600. Among local Associations the University of 
Minnesota continues to hold the record with 375 subscribers. 
One church board secretary has recently subscribed for all the 
student pastors of his denomination. Plans for the coming year 
indicate that The Intercollegian will increasingly serve as an 
effective organ for expressing the finest type of student opinion 
and for reflecting the truest ideal of the Movement.
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Section V ili.
W O RLD  FE L L O W SH IP  T H R O U G H  CAMPUS 

FE LLO W SH IP

In a very literal sense the old world has passed away and all 
things have become new for thoughtful American students since 
1917. Before the World W ar it was natural, if not inevitable, 
that the campus horizon at its widest should be confined to North 
America, with the exception of the more profoundly religious 
spirits who had committed themselves to the cause of Foreign 
Missions. But even those who went as missionaries had all too 
rarely a conception of the world as a “neighborhood,” to use Robert 
Speer’s fine phrase. They went to other lands for the highest of 
all motives, the love of their Lord, but they went to peoples and 
continents who for the most part seemed to them wholly unre
lated to the future life and well-being of America.

All this has changed. Any serious student of history or econo
mics knows that no nation liveth any longer to itself alone, and 
that America, most of all, is inextricably bound up in the fate of 
the Orient as well as of Europe. In other words, the outlook 
through which any student who takes life seriously will view the 
world has been immeasurably widened. Once it was largely con
fined to missions and “sightseeing.” Now it includes every de
partment and concern of human existence. There may be as yet 
only a few undergraduates who realize this, but their number is 
steadily increasing. It is certain that there are many more than 
there were ten years ago who are beginning to appreciate that all 
of the major decisions of life, whether these concern religion, in
dustry, politics, or science, must be made against the background 
of a whole world and its needs. One can find a small group in 
almost every university who are conscious of the responsibility of 
their citizenship in a world society. It is the purpose of the 
Christian W orld Education program of the Association to increase 
their number.

Students and Missions
This change in world outlook has been particularly marked in 

a growing concern on the part of Association leaders for the 
world task of the Church. Far from implying a diminished inter
est in missions, this means a heightened sense of responsibility, not
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NEW YORK SUMMER SERVICE GROUP

only for the conception of missions which our members hold, but 
also for the type of students who are dedicating their lives to 
this service. It was evident to the Associations that certain aspects 
of the missionary task were greatly in need of reinterpretation
if the enterprise as a whole were to command the continued
respect and loyalty of this generation of students. Consequently, 
Dr. Fleming was asked to write “Whither Bound in Missions.” 
J. H. Oldham, author of “Christianity and the Race Problem,”
writes that “this book of Dr. Fleming’s seems to me to be one
that we have long been waiting for.” It does not pretend to 
discuss a complete philosophy of missions, but it does attempt to 
examine the changes in our concept of missions made obligatory 
by the revolutions in the world’s life during the past decade. 
As these implications become more generally recognized the Asso
ciations hope to develop a concept of the world task of the Church 
which in time will result in a more suitable type of student 
being available for work abroad.

The most encouraging element in the Association’s World 
Education program is the disappearance of our tendency to isolate 
and departmentalize our various interests in this field. It is be
coming increasingly apparent that our movement can not deal 
with such questions as “W ar” or “Race” or “Industry” or “Mis
sions” in separate categories, but that all so intimately related to 
the great task of building a Christian W orld Society that they 
must be interwoven into the same program of education.
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No More War
During the last three or four years the question of W ar has 

been the one international subject most widely discussed. The 
sharpness of the issue has had its advantages. The mere fact of 
asking the question whether one could be a Christian and partici
pate in another world war has forced countless students to rethink 
such matters as the sovereign state and their responsibility to it, 
the causes of war, the ethics of a compulsory Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps, and kindred matters. During the past year the 
main point involved in these discussions has been the right of 
students to freedom in expressing their opinions. A few indivi
duals have suffered even to the extent of expulsion for the sake 
of this principle. In a number of instances the right to such 
freedom of disussion has only been preserved by the most deter
mined resolution on the part of the Student Association group. 
In many conferences resolutions have been presented similar to 
the following which was adopted by the Western America Stu
dent Convention, Asilomar, California, January 3, 1925:

W h e r e a s ,  there is among the college students of the Pacific Coast a 
certain amount of conscientious objection to mili tary training, and 

W h e r e a s ,  the freedom of conscience should be respected,
B e  it  r e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  m ili tary  tra in ing  in our colleges should cease to be 

compulsory, and further

A MEMBER OF THE DENVER INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH GROUP 
Each summer students don overalls and get first-hand information on industrial problems.
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B e  it  r e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  a copy of this resolution be sent to the presidents 
of all educational institutions of this district hav ing  such compulsory 
tra in ing  and also the state legislatures and to the President and Con
gress of the United States.

Occasionally, it has seemed that a kind of doctrinaire zeal for 
reaching logical conclusions in the realm of participation or non
participation in the next war was slightly jeapardizing our chance 
of making an effective contribution toward organizing the wo rid 
for peace. Fortunately it is apparent at the moment that the 
concern and enthusiasm which has been aroused in these war dis
cussions is moving in the direction of a most positive and con
structive expression of interest in America’s international respon
sibility.

As a result of the agreement recently reached between the vari
ous societies working for peace, it is probable that the whole 
movement will during the autumn devote itself to an energetic 
campaign on behalf of participation in the World Court. This 
will afford a unique opportunity for education and will furnish 
an occasion when it may be possible for student opinion to express 
itself in a matter of national policy more vigorously than has 
been the case heretofore.

W h e r e  R a c e  C o u n t s

There is throughout the Movement a growing appreciation of 
the vital bearing which race relations will have upon the future 
peace of the world. This has often expressed itself in such reso
lutions as that presented to the Lake Geneva Conference this 
June, which reads as follows:

Whereas, Ja p a n ’s quota under the present Immigration Law would be 
only 125 immigrants a y ea r ;  and

W h e r e a s ,  J a p a n ’s inclusion in tha t  Act would not only accomplish our 
object, but also retain the goodwill the United States had been building 
up in Jap an  at the time of the W ashington Conference and the Tokio 
earthquake ;

T h e r e f o r e ,  We, the undersigned student and faculty  delegates of the 
Lake Geneva  Conference of the Y. M. C. A., hereby condemn the recent 
Japanese  Exclusion Act as destructive of international goodwill and an 
insult to a self-respecting nation and we ask President Coolidge and 
Congress immediately to take the steps necessary to repeal it.

And for the purpose of expressing our goodwill toward  all other 
Orientals and reestablishing their  confidence in America, we recommend 
that  the quota principle be applied to all countries, Orienta l  as well  as 
Occidental.
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It is evident that the main race problem of the future lies 
around the Pacific. The Federation has already launched plans 
for a Pan-Pacific Student Conference for the winter of 1927. 
Meanwhile, various Student Councils have gone forward with 
plans of their own intended to focus the thought of the Movement 
on America’s responsibilities in this area. The Pan-Pacific Con
ference held in Chicago under the auspices of the Illinois Student 
Council is the most effective contribution which any single group 
has yet made. There will probably be many such educational 
experiments during the next few years. A striking illustration 
of the earnestness with which the Associations on the Pacific 
Coast are facing this problem is the fact that for two years they 
have sent official delegations of students to the Orient. Last 
57ear a pilgrimage went to Japan under the leadership of Presi
dent Coleman and this year to Japan and China under the leader
ship of Professor Dubach.

A p p l ie d  I  in t e r n a t io n a l is m

One of the most hopeful, if less advertised, features of our 
World Education Program is the growing interest in and fellow
ship with the ten thousand students from other lands in our 
universities. This is largely due to the magnificent work of the 
Friendly Relations Committee under the leadership of its staff of 
able secretaries.

Though it is more difficult to find illustrations of applied inter
est in the field of industry, it is certainly true that there is,

PAN-PAC1FIC CONFERENCE, CHICAGO 
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throughout the Movement, an awakening realization of the eco
nomic causes of war and the international implications of Amer
ica’s so-called “economic imperialism.” If one were to make a 
list of the younger men who are leading the liberal movements 
in the field of industry he would be impressed by the number 
who have come out of the ranks of the Associations.

Money gifts are not as large as they might be, but there is 
evident a growing sense of responsibility for sharing financially 
not only in the world task of the Church but in the specific inter
national student enterprises with which the movement is con
cerned. Friendship Fund contributions during 1924-1925 
amounted to $70,700 and to the Association’s foreign work 
$15,500.

The new policy adopted by the Friendship Fund provides a 
channel through which this growing interest will undoubtedly 
express itself in greatly enlarged contributions in the future.

F o r w a r d  E d u c a t io n

One of the most interesting and encouraging experiences during 
the past year has been the initiation of so-called “Christian W orld 
Education Institutes.” These have been held in a number of 
instances in cooperation with Milton Stauffer, of the Student 
Volunteer Movement, who has made an invaluable contribution 
to the thinking of local groups with whom he has met as well as 
to the policy of the whole Movement.

The Council of Christian Associations has been so impressed 
by its responsibility in this field that it has authorized the Chris
tian World Education Committee to call two full-time secretaries 
for its staff. One of these, Miss W illa Young, has already 
accepted and begins her work immediately.

The annual handbook of the C. W . E. C. appeared this year 
under the title “Voyages in Understanding.” This is a compre
hensive survey of the responsibility of our Associations including 
extensive bibliographies.and other valuable resource material.

There is occasionally some fear expressed that our concern tor 
disciplining the world may have diverted our interest from 
individual self-discipline. This fear seems unwarranted to any
one who is familiar with the kind of fellowship groups which the

38



Associations are developing. The charge may occasionally be true 
but one can point to many groups where a form of life is being 
produced which is the soundest justification of their world out
look. In such groups there are students who see in the life of 
their university the world society in embryo and who are honestly 
attempting to evolve there in terms of personal character and 
social relationships a type of life which they believe God wills 
for the world as a whole.
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S e c t io n  IX .

T R IB U T E  FROM  T H E  W O RLD

I t’s a thoughtless man who would say we put more into the 
W orld’s Student Christian Federation than we receive from it. 
Perhaps we have been able to give something to it— Dr. M ott’s 
kindling tours in the early days; some of our best secretaries, like 
Slack, Carter and Kennedy who went to India; Hurrey and 
Ewing to South America; Brockman, Barnett and Rugh to China; 
Yergan to Africa; Fisher, Gleason and Jorgensen to Japan (how 
many faces peer out from these lines— Kingman, Wilbert Smith, 
Nipps, Childs . . .  ) ;  books like Fosdick’s; and a little money 
for missions and the Friendship Fund.

But we have learned, paradoxically enough, that in such a 
fellowship it is often more blessed to receive than to give. W hat 
gifts the students of the world are giving back to us—the fact 
of the Federation first of all, with its ties to a vital Student 
Movement in thirty lands; the ten thousand foreign students who 
are willing to let us stand shoulder to shoulder with them in 
making a world brotherhood; and what shall we say of the stimu
lating work and visits here of Hugh Cynn of Korea, Soichi 
Saito of Japan and T . Z. Koo of China!

Two concrete chances for constructive world fellowship are on 
the horizon today—Missions and the Federation—and both inex
tricably tied in with this ongoing student enterprise. The days 
ahead must find us with a new quality of dedication to this great 
world cause and to Him who is its Lord.

THIRTY-SIX NATIONS WERE REPRESENTED AT HIGH LEIGH (ENGLAND)
40






