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The aims of the dissertation: 

My dissertation deals with the questions of the Austrian national identity. The formation of 

the Austrian national identity is an important research topic of the Austrian social studies 

because the development of the Austrian nationalism differs significantly from any other 

nations in the region. When nationalism spread in Europe, the position of the German-

speaking Austrians in the Habsburg Empire was peculiar. On the one hand, the dynasty of the 

multiethnic Empire was ethnically Austrian hence they were emotionally attached to Austria. 

On the other hand, they were bound to the German provinces because of their language and 

their cultural and historical traditions. Although the Austrian Republic was established after 

World War I., Austrians wanted to join Germany. Even though the Corporative State tried to 

establish an Austrian identity against propaganda coming from Germany, there were several 

negative elements strengthening the desire for the Anschluss. 

The main objective of my dissertation is to examine the effect of the so called intellectual 

defence policy on the national identity. My dissertation deals with the relation between nation 

building and defence policy, especially intellectual defence policy. After 1955, the Austrian 

government decided to use the Swiss structure for their new defence system. Such structure 

consists of four pillars; military, civil, economic and intellectual. The intellectual defence 

policy objected to educate Austrians in such a way that they felt Austria was their homeland 

which they had to defend. I concentrated on the time period of 1960-1980 because in this time 

frame the government was actively working on the structure of the defence policy. I also 

investigated the period between 1945 and 1960 as the Austrian governments started the 

process of nation building already at that time and even the occupation had an essential 

impact on the Austrian identity. 

I investigated the nation building and the intellectual defence policy in three fields which are 

the trainings in the army, the education and the cultural policy. I believe the impact of the 

state was significant in these fields. 

The results of my dissertation 

The nation building programme of the political elite depended on the national identity of the 

main parties and on the political aims and motivations of these parties. The conservatives and 

the communists believed in the existence of the Austrian nation already during the first 

republic. The socialists were divided in the question of national identity, so they didn’t 

promote the Austrian nation as much as the conservatives did. However, the national identity 
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became more important for SPÖ during the Kreisky era. The extreme right FPÖ accepted the 

Austrian state, however, sticked to the belief that Austrians belong to the German nation 

culturally, historically and ethnically. 

I have found during my research that the Austrian state – especially after 1955 – was more 

open to a sort of state building programme then to a nation building. According to me the 

reason for that is that most of the Austrians accepted already the existence of the independent 

state – which was not the case during the first republic. However, they were still divided 

about the question of the national identity. The social unity was an important aim which the 

governing Austrian parties wanted to ensure. They could win more people for this aim – and 

more votes for themselves – with the programme of „state building” rather than „nation 

building”. Having said that, the Austrian state started also a nation building process as I show 

it in my dissertation. The state and nation weren’t any longer as different from each other as 

during the first republic which made the nation building more successful than the earlier 

programme of Dollfuß could be. 

Even the aims and motivations of the political elite played an important role in the national 

building. During the first decade of the second republic the main aims of the governments 

were to achieve independence and unity. These aims encouraged them to create an integrated 

Austrian society which wants the independent Austria and looks itself as an independent 

nation. The other important motivation of the nation building was to express that Austria’s 

political system and its values belong to the Western world. These drivers changed after the 

signature of the State Treaty and with the neutrality. I believe the main motivation of the 

political management for building a united nation in Austria after 1955 was the need of a 

neutral country to defend itself. First, the US pushed the Austrian government to work out a 

programme which stimulates the patriotic feelings of the Austrian population and makes 

people open to defend their country in case of a military attack. Later, the defence policy 

became a more important issue even for the Austrian governments. They realized with time 

and with historical experience that no other country would not defend Austria, so it has to be 

prepared to defend itself. The appreciation of the defence policy and of the intellectual 

defence had a incentive effect on the nation building programmes of the political elite. 

The need for defence had a positive effect itself on the Austrian identity of society as well. As 

the governments – especially the Kreisky government - looked at the foreign policy as the 

guarantee of national defence, they focused seriously on international relations and 
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diplomacy. The foreign policy of the neutral Austria was active and successful during the 

period I investigated. So, Austrians were proud of the achievements of the Austrian 

diplomacy and of the confidence of their state on international stage which could strengthen 

their Austrian identity as well. The neutral status of Austria played an important role in its 

foreign policy of course, although the Austrian governments’ definition for neutrality was less 

prohibiting than in Switzerland. I believe that both the appreciation of the national defence 

policy and the neutral status of the country played an important role in the nation building 

programme of the state as well as in the society’s identity. 

In sum, I believe that the national building activities of the Austrian governments had an 

essential effect on the Austrian identity of the citizens, even if several other factors played a 

role as well, such as the economic and social situation of the country for example. We can not 

say either that the national identity of a society is a stable, established phenomenon. However, 

- based on my research – I am convinced that the Austrian identity has strengthened and has 

become generally accepted in the Austrian society during the period of my research. I also 

believe that the basis of this identity was born already during the first republic. However, 

between the two World Wars there were several factors which counteracted. These factors 

didn’t exist any longer during the second republic. 

 


