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ABSTRACT
[Open Science requires a coherent data and research infrastructure system, and libraries are major players in this 
system.
The European Commission is a promoter of the European Open Science Cloud. The EOSC is not an actual cloud 
service, but rather a kind of reengineering of existing e-infrastructures based on scientific data and related services, 
with modest international guidance and governance, and a large degree of freedom regarding practical 
implementation.
According to a presentation by J.C. Burgelman at the e-IRG workshop on June 3, 2015 entitled “Open Science 
policy: Results of the consultation on ‘Science 2.0: Science in transition’ and possible follow up,” the EOSC is 
composed of three layers, representing governance, services and data. Each layer is assigned essential elements. 
The EOSC is a complex ecosystem of ICT services for scientific research, whereby the main stakeholders include 
libraries, ICT, research support services, legal services, funders and corporations. Users of EOSC services (e.g. 
from the scientific community) enjoy the freedom to choose the services they need, and providers have the freedom 
to innovate. Key elements of the EOSC include good governance, policies, rules of engagement, cross-disciplinary 
services, metrics, compliance with legal and ethical requirements, and the fulfilment of the FAIR principles.
This presentation provides insight into the project e-Infrastructures Austria, which is a part of a larger initiative 
ongoing in Austria. Currently in Austria, there are six national, publicly-funded cooperative projects in place 
supporting the Amsterdam Call for Action on Open Science. These are six transversal projects covering governance, 
service, data and infrastructure, and all comply with the requirements of the EOSC. Four of these six projects were 
initiated by Austrian research libraries, and five of which provide the core facilities for the development of these 
projects. In each of the four projects, libraries show their ability to respond to important questions concerning their 
new roles (leading in strategy and innovation, supporting sustainability, creating new and visionary settings, showing 
leadership, building capacity, and implementing knowledge of research data management and project management). 
This presentation focusses on e-Infrastructures Austria, but provides also insight into the planning, implementation 
and evaluation of this ambitious undertaking and presents the current state of these projects, offering findings that 
may have an impact on the wider library community. 
Furthermore, the experience gained in the project e-Infrastructures Austria could serve as a basis for further 
development of research libraries in the context of existing e-infrastructures, research data RDM-policies 
development, new training issues and strategies.]
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Part 1
Enabling Open Science
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About Open Science
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Open Science is the movement to 
make scientific research, data and 

dissemination accessible at all levels of 
an enquiring society
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The European Open Science Cloud 
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Realising the Open Science Cloud

On 11. October 2016, the Commission High Level Expert Group 
on the EOSC (HLEG-EOSC) published its first report, entitled
„Realising the Open Science Cloud.“ The report calls upon the
500,000 members of the European research community to
implement policies, construct effective governance models, 
identify e-Infrastructure commons, build up digital eco-systems, 
commit to data stewardship, train data experts and to define
rules of engagement.
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10 European Open Science Cloud
– Build on existing infrastructure and 

expertise
– Devise Rules of Engagement
– EU contribution to FAIR data and Open 

Science
– Build links to regional Cloud(s) in Latin 

America & Caribbean
– Develop expertise

• Half a million ‘core data scientists’ in 
Europe

• 5% of total research spend should 
be on data stewardship

Available here

http://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/index.cfm?pg=open-science-cloud
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About Data
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Towards Open Science:
What is really needed ?
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