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Test-based listening exercises for the 
MA Language Development for 
Teachers’ courses – level C1

TEST # 2
Welcome to Test number 2 of the test-based listening comprehension 

package developed at the Department of English Language 

Pedagogy. 

The listening material is recorded on CD, and the tasks and 

instructions are printed in your test booklet. 

There will be a series of tasks, and the recordings will be played 

twice. Before listening to each recording, you will be given some time 

to read the instructions and to look at the task in your test booklet. 

Remember that the instructions are not read out to you in this test. 

The whole test is about 45 minutes long. 

   (YOUR CODE)
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TASK 1 

In this section, you will hear some information about coffee, the 
“fuel” of our times. 
• Your task is to circle the letter(s) of the correct answer(s) in the 

boxes on the right. Please note that in this task both answers 
may be correct. However, there is always at least one correct 
answer. This means you will have to circle one or two letters. 

• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we 
will play the whole recording twice. 

The daily consumption of caffeine in the world is …  
A) 300 tons. 
B) enough for one cup of coffee per head of the world’s population. 

1. The US … 
 A) is the largest coffee importer in the world. 
 B) has to import all its coffee supply. 

2. The countries with the highest coffee consumption per capita … 
 A) are all outside the coffee belt. 
 B) must import all their coffee supply. 

3. Coffee berries need to be handpicked, because … 
 A) the coffee tree is not a domestic plant. 
 B) they ripen at different times. 

4. The coffee beans are … 
 A) actually only a part of the berries. 
 B) usually dried and heated on the ground. 

5. Coffee trees originally evolved caffeine to … 
 A) protect themselves from insects. 
 B) keep monkeys from munching the berries. 

6. Healthy adults are unlikely to die of caffeine poisoning from coffee, because … 
 A) they can’t drink so much of it. 

B) their body gets rid of it. 

7. Caffeine can … 
 A) cause psychological addiction like video games and the internet. 
 B) make you happy and help get rid of headaches. 

8. Caffeine is a psychoactive drug … 
 A) that can also improve one’s memory. 
 B) whose effects can be confirmed by scientific experiments. 

9. Caffeine can … 
 A) make your life somewhat shorter. 
 B) help prevent certain diseases. 

10. Before the age of Enlightenment, people drank … 
 A) beer, gin and water. 
 B) stimulating drinks. 

That is the end of TASK 1. 
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TASK 2 

In this section, you will hear some information about Vincent and Mary 
Price who wrote a cookbook together. 
• Your task will be to complete the sentences with one or two words in 

each sentence. Please use the exact words that you hear in the 
recording.

• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will play 
the whole recording twice. 

Vincent Price became a horror .... .... . 

1. Vincent Price not only had a sense of humour but he also ...................................................... 

and he had a serious interest in food and life. 

2. Mary Price, who was a .............................................. , was fond of creating the atmosphere of 

parties. 

3. The dinner parties were not for the people from the A-list, but for the people they 

........................................................ . 

4. Their food contained a lot of ...................................... and heavy cream. 

5. According to Mary, she and his husband have their own ............................................... and 

they can be a good cook together. 

6. By the time their cookbook went out of print in 1977, Vincent and Mary Price had already 

been .......................................... . 

That is the end of TASK 2. 
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TASK 3 

This is a story from a radio series by Garrison Keillor, about events in an 
imaginary American town, Lake Wobegon, Minnesota. One of the recurrent 
characters in the series is Darlene. 
• Your task will be to give short answers to the questions below.  
• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will play the 

whole recording in one piece. 
• Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but this time we 

will play the text in shorter sections to give you enough time to write down 
your answers. 

How does the storyteller introduce Darlene? 

By talking …….. …………………...……………………..…………...……….….. 

15. How does the storyteller suggest in advance what the main theme of the story will be? 

He „foreshadows” the theme by ....……………………………..……………………...................... 

16. How do we know at the beginning that Darlene is an emotional and romantic person? 

We are told she .................………………………………………………………………….……… 

17. How does Lance do his job? 

He distributes bakery products by ...…………………………………………………..…………… 

18. What does Darlene want to show by having her eyebrows plucked, losing weight, etc? 

She wants to ......……………………………………………………………………………………

19. What is a bit extravagant about Lance?  

It is the way ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

20. What was the little trick Darlene played on Lance? 

She followed him to the pantry and she ..….………………………………..……….…………… 

21. How much high technology is involved in getting in and out of the pantry? 

There is ………..…………………………………………………………………...……………… 

22. What do the passwords themselves suggest? 

They suggest ...…………………………………………………………………..………….………

That is the end of TASK 3. 
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TASK 4 

In this section you will hear a game show-interview with Tom Ricketts, the 
owner of the Chicago Cubs. 
• Your task will be to decide whether the following statements are true, false 

or we do not know because the text does not say, and write the appropriate 
letter in the boxes on the right. Write A if the statement is true, write B if the 
statement is false, and write C if the text does not say. 

• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will play the 
whole recording in one piece. 

• Then, you will hear the recording in one piece again. 
• A = TRUE                  B = FALSE                 C = THE TEXT DOES NOT SAY 

In this game, they ask well-informed people about things they don’t know anything 

about. 

25. Tom bought the Chicago Cubs because he loved them. 

26. Tom met his wife at the Cubs Stadium. 

27. Tom used to sit in the centre field bleachers every day. 

28. Tom has wanted to own the Cubs since he was a young boy. 

29. Tom does not know exactly why beer costs 9 bucks in his stadium. 

30. Tom doesn’t think that a celebrity would put his baby girl in the Stanley Cup. 

31. Tom thinks that the winning athlete mentioned was run over by a photographer. 

32. Tom thinks that the worst thing that can happen to a celebrity is to have his name 

misspelled on a plaque. 

33. Tom hopes that the Cubs will win the world championship one day. 

That is the end of TASK 4, and also the end of the Listening test.
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