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Test-based listening exercises for the 
MA Language Development for 
Teachers’ courses – level C1

TEST # 1
Welcome to Test number 1 of the test-based listening comprehension 

package developed at the Department of English Language 

Pedagogy. 

The listening material is recorded on CD, and the tasks and 

instructions are printed in your test booklet. 

There will be a series of tasks, and the recordings will be played 

twice. Before listening to each recording, you will be given some time 

to read the instructions and to look at the task in your test booklet. 

Remember that the instructions are not read out to you in this test. 

The whole test is about 50 minutes long. 

   (YOUR CODE) 
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TASK 1 

In this section, you will hear short lecture about Nietzsche’s concept of the 
superman. 
• Your task will be to complete the sentences with two words in each sentence. 

Please use the exact words that you hear in the recording.
• First, you will have some time to study the task, and then we will play the 

whole recording in one piece. 
• Then, you will hear the recording again, but this time we will play the text in 

shorter sections to give you enough time to write down your answers. 

The concept of the superman is an idea.............................. ......................... .

1. Superman, the action hero is usually described as a man of supernatural physical strength, 

who is faster than a speeding bullet, ........................................................... than a locomotive, 

and also able to take giant leaps. 

2. Nietzsche, however, is interested in ..............................    ........................................, arguing 

that it is in some non-physical respects that we are obviously far superior to our ancestors. 

3. Nietzsche wasn’t interested in intellectual qualities such as man’s ..........................................   

......................................... brain power; instead he asked a very simple question: “What would 

we be actually like?” 

4. His philosophical strategy was to identify the person he ......................   .......................... and 

then analyse this person’s qualities. 

5. Nietzsche concluded that supermen are going to have some wonderful and sometimes 

unexpected characteristics, for example they’ll be very ............................................  

..........................................., and they’ll be gentle towards the weak. 

6. On the other hand, supermen will have some less endearing features e.g. they will 

………………..........................   ........................................... as a necessary component of life. 

7. Nietzsche believed that supermen will also be interested in the ...............................................   

........................................... of culture in order to raise the mentality of society. 

8. Nietzsche thought that people would be shocked by his unexpected list of qualities but he also 

believed greatness meant being interested in the .................................................. of 

............................................. through culture. 

That is the end of TASK 1.
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TASK 2 

In this section, you are going to hear Alan Palomo, an artist, talk about his 
musical project called Neon Indian.   
• Your task is to write the letter of the correct answer into the boxes on 

the right. 
• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will 

play the whole recording twice. 

Alan Palomo was born in … 
A) 1988. 
B) 1978. 
C) 1968. 

9. Alan was worried about his toys, because … 
A) his parents did not allow him to take more of them. 
B) he did not know whether he could take them abroad. 
C) he was not sure whether he had enough toys packed. 

10. As a child, Alan … 
A) did not like singing because he was more interested in films. 
B) simply liked watching his father and brother sing. 
C) just like his father, was fond of singing Frank Sinatra songs. 

11. According to Alan, it is important to … 
A) speak about music in terms of movie scenes. 
B) have formal training in music. 
C) learn how to make films and compose music simultaneously. 

12. Regarding his project about New York, Alan thinks that … 
A) many filmmakers create a false picture of New York. 
B) the best way to reimagine New York is to use 

      cartoons and grotesque pictures. 
C) if he cannot express something through a film, 

      music serves as a viable option for him. 

13. According to Alan, … 
A) the music industry can make music production repetitive. 
B) a tour makes a song more popular. 
C) it takes almost two years to write a good record. 

14. For Alan, making music now is … 
A) about making it fun and enjoy it. 
B) more about inspiration than hard work. 
C) definitely as important as breathing. 

That is the end of Task 2.

A 
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TASK 3 

In this section, you are going to hear an interview with John Cleese, the famous 
British comedian of Monty Python and Fawlty Towers fame. 
• Your task will be to give short answers to the questions below. 
• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will play the whole 

recording in one piece. 
• Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but this time we will 

play the text in shorter sections to give you enough time to write down your 
answers. 

What is the interviewer’s attitude like? 

She is .….very direct, and also friendly..………..……………..…………...………….… 

15. What did the BBC critic think about Fawlty Towers? 

He thought it was ...………………...………………………………………………………………. 

16. How do we know that Cleese never promised he would continue to play in the Python series 

for the rest of his life? 

He told them that …..……………………………………………………………………….……… 

17. How do we know that the BBC thought his continued participation in Monty Python was 

crucial for the success of the show? 

Because they said if Cleese did not ................................................................................................... 

18. How does Cleese make fun of the interviewer, when she asks him about his years as a law 

student? 

He makes fun by ………………………………………………………………..………………...... 

19. With a play on words, what does Cleese suggest his opinion of the legal profession is?

He thinks lawyers are …......…….…………………………………………………………………. 

20. How did he change his mind about show business? 

He used to think that show business …...………………………………………..………….……… 

21. How many times has Cleese been married? 

We learn that he’s been …....…………………………………………………………………….… 

22. In connection with his wives, what does he tell us about his pay at the BBC? 

We learn that ….......…………………………………………………………..……….…………… 

23. What does Cleese think about the ability of psychotherapists to help their patients? 

He thinks …..…..…………………………………………………………………...…………….…

That is the end of TASK 3. 
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TASK 4 

In this section, you are going to hear a conversation between a patient 
and a psychiatrist. 
• Your task is to circle the letter(s) of the correct answer(s) in the 

boxes on the right. Please note that in this task both answers may 
be correct. However, there is always at least one correct answer. 
This means you will have to circle one or two letters. 

• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we 
will play the whole recording twice. 

The patient’s name is ... 

A) Adam. 

B) Roger. 

24. At the beginning Roger … 

 A) didn’t think that visiting a psychiatrist would be helpful. 

 B) had as much self-confidence as he has now. 

25. For Roger, being in love … 

 A) is nothing more than feeling guilty. 

 B) has both positive and negative effects on him. 

26. Roger has … 

 A) no difficulty discussing his love affair. 

 B) romantic feelings towards a married woman. 

27. The doctor thinks that … 

A) he is less attractive than Roger. 

B) it is not surprising that his wife is interested in an extramarital affair. 

28. According to the doctor, it is quite understandable that Roger … 

 A) wants to get married. 

 B) is so jealous. 

29. The doctor fully understands … 

 A) why Roger hates him. 

B) that Roger must kill him in order to get rid of his feeling of hatred. 

30. Roger is not going to kill the doctor immediately, because … 

 A) the doctor has other patients to deal with after him. 

 B) Wednesday would be more convenient for Roger. 

That is the end of TASK 4, and also the end of the Listening test. 
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