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Session 5 

Creative, compassionate, critical thinking 
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Critical thinking: what is it? 

• Reflective vs. being on auto-pilot, stuck 

in social and psychological routines 

• Questioning vs. taking social 

conventions for granted 

• Active vs. passive: my thinking matters, 

is ‘critical’ 

• ??? 
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Compassionate thinking: what is it? 

• Being able to de-centre, rise above our 

ego-centric perspective 

• Caring about how what you do affects 

others 

• Concern for people outside your family, 

circle of friends, ethnic group, country, 

for creation 

• ??? 
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Creative thinking: what is it? 

• Arriving at new ideas, insights 

• Playfulness, feeling free to express even 

‘half-baked‘’ ideas 

• Considering alternative viewpoints 

• Thinking outside the box 

• ??? 
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The 3 ‘C’ lines: we all have the 
capacity for creative, critical 
and compassionate thinking  
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Individual reflection 
Which out of three modes is your strength? 
Which one would you like to work on? 
In pairs 
Share your reflections 
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What do you think? 

 

• What does the previous cartoon mean to you? 

• What makes the cartoon funny? 

• Do you think it gives a realistic picture about 
schools in Hungary? Why / why not? 

• Why do students sit in rows in most Hungarian 
classrooms? 

 



Opinion line 
Agree or disagree? 

What do you think about the statement below: 

“The current educational system would 
need to change radically in order to 
develop critical thinkers.” 

 

Find your position on our imaginary opinion 
line. Be ready to justify your views.  
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Opinion line: follow-up stories 

Initiate a short discussion by asking students why 
they are standing in any one particular place in 
the opinion line.  

Ask them to come up with personal stories / 
anecdotes to illustrate their position. 

Encourage the listeners to ask follow-up 
questions.   
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“No grades at stake, gentlemen.  

 Just take a stroll. There it is. 

 Left, left, left – right – left.  

 Left, left, left – right – left.  

 Thank you, gentlemen.” 

../../../../../Videos/Conferences/Dead Poets Society- Conformity.mp4


The  Power of conformity 

../../../../../Videos/Conferences/Dead Poets Society- Conformity.mp4


Compassion: going deeper 

Compassion starts with empathy — imagining 
putting ourselves in the mind of another person, 
and imagining what they’re going through. We 
are probably wrong about what they’re going 
through, because we can’t know, but without this 
imaginative process we can’t have compassion.  

Homework: For our next session think about how 
compassion can be developed through ELT. 
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