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2. THE LEARNER -1 

 

 

“My motivation for learning Japanese was to 
translate a chemical patent, a job that I had 
heroically (i.e., rashly) taken on.”  
― Lomb Kató, polyglot, translator, interpreter 
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HOW I LEARNT THE LANGUAGE 

Think about your own “ history  as a language 
learner”. What factors have contributed to your 
becoming a successful language learner?       
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

Let’s explore further what makes a good language 
learner. 

• Fill in the questionnaire and discuss your results 
with a partner. 

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedfiles/schools/kempmilles/dua
lprogram/characteristics_of_good_learners.pdf  

(Based on: Wenden and Rubin, 1987) 

• Are most of your answers As? 

• If not, does it mean you are not a good language 
learner? 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

• Based on the results of the Questionnaire, find 
people who have a similar profile to yours. 
Discuss what the characteristic features of your 
group is. 

• Share with the whole group your  set of 
characteristics of “good” language learners. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

We have seen a colourful set of answers.  

 

• Is it possible to determine based on the 
Questionnaire  who a “good” learner is? What 
is this questionnaire good for? 
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TEN CHARACTERISTICS 

Study Brown’s  Ten characteristics of good 
language learners (Adapted from Brown, 2007, 
pp 144-145):  

Good language learners 

• 1) do not mind if people laugh at them when 
they speak (low inhibitions) 
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TEN CHARACTERISTICS 

• 2) are willing to experiment with new words 
and structures (risk taking ability) 

• 3) believe that they will succeed in in learning 
L2 (high self-confidence) 

• 4) are determined to learn L2 because they 
hope to personally gain from it (intrinsic 
motivation) 

Brown, 2007 
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TEN CHARACTERISTICS 

• 5) enjoy working with other people in smaller 
groups as well (cooperative learning skills) 

• 6) like to be immersed in the language and get 
the general “gist” of what has been said/written 

(right-brain processes) 

• 7) are able to take things one step at a time; are 
able to deal with rich language (high ambiguity 
tolerance)                                                     Brown, 2007 

 

  2016 Halápi, Major, Ryan  9 



TEN CHARACTERISTICS 

• 8) are not overly conscious of themselves when 
they speak (intuition) 

• 9) are able to process mistakes to learn 
something about the language (error feedback 
processing skills) 

• 10) seek ways to learn a language outside of the 
classroom (personal goals) 

Brown, 2007 
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DAVIES’S STUDY 

Davies ( 2011) questions Brown’s characteristics 
of good language learners. 

 

Study Table 1 in the dissertation: 
http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-
artslaw/cels/essays/younglearners/Daviesessay2GLLessaybank.pdf 
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DAVIES’S STUDY 

In pairs discuss if your interpretation of  

the discrepancies between  

Brown’s characteristics  and  

the contradictory claims and findings in Davies’s 
study  

is the same. Agree on an interpretation for each 
discrepancy. 
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DAVIES’S STUDY 

Having studied the controversial research results, 
can we answer the question: 

 

What makes a good language learner? 
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REFLECTION 

 

• Get back to your original personal notes on 
what has made you a successful language 
learner. Is there anything you would like to add? 
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