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10. Resources 
Coursebooks 1 
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The coursebook debate 

Process: 
 
1. Half of the group is „for” using a coursebook during 

language classes, the other half is „against”. Stand up in a 
row facing each other. 

2. Collect arguments within your group. 
3. One person from each group presents an argument, then 

someone from the other group reacts and presents one 
of their arguments. 
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Using a coursebook pros and cons 

SOME ADVANTAGES  

• GOOD coursebooks present: 

– Well-structured syllabus  

– Interesting content 

– Consistent grammar 

– Appropriate vocabulary and use of language  

– Excellent reading and listening material  
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Using a coursebook pros and cons 

• Because of the lack of time for teachers to plan, the 
coursebook is an ideal option to prepare for each class. 
Besides, we can usually find a teacher´s guide which is 
an excellent monitor for every lesson plan.  

 

• Students feel comfortable with course books, they can 
see through the contents and be ready to the next 
topic. 
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Using a coursebook pros and cons 

ON THE OTHER HAND 

 

• There is the risk that the course book becomes the 
ONLY material to work with. Both, students and 
teachers will feel locked in the book’s suggestions. 

 

• Each class might develop a course book–centered 
approach causing lack of creativity.  
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Principles for using a coursebook 

Understand how the coursebook is organized.  

 
Most coursebooks are organized around key features 
of language. These features include topics and 
associated vocabulary, grammar structures, social and 
cultural interaction skills, also emphasize two or more 
of the four skills. 
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Aspects to take into account 

• The best thing teachers and students should do is taking 
the course book as a proposal for action without 
rejecting ideas from other sources.   

• The course book might work as a primary source 
accompanied by multiple fonts of information.     

• The teacher is the one who decides on how and when 
the material is used and of course it must be employed 
according to the students´ progress. 
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Choosing coursebooks 

• Teachers have to make a competent choice which 
book to use. Thus teachers should determine the 
appropriate course book analyzing the books under 
consideration through a checklist of questions. 

 

• Besides, teachers should ask the learners´ point of 
view and take into account students´ needs, and also 
consult colleagues before they come to a final 
decision. 
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Choosing coursebooks 

• There are possible areas for consideration which are 
fundamental to take a precise decision such as: Price 
and availability, Add-ons and extras, Layout and 
design, Instructions, Methodology, Syllabus, 
Language skills, Topics, Cultural appropriacy, 
Teacher’s guide, etc. 
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Choosing coursebooks 
POSSIBLE AREAS FOR 

CONSIDERATION 

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS FOR COURSEBOOK ANALYSIS 

Price and availabilityPrice and availability  Consider the students’ financial situation  

AddAdd--ons and extrasons and extras  Check the amount if extra resources in comparison with other 

books 

Layout and designLayout and design  See the structure design and whether it is easy to manage 

InstructionsInstructions  Check language instructions and how independent their use could 

be. 

MethodologyMethodology  Test the relation between study and activation. Analyze the steps 

from learning to production 

SyllabusSyllabus  Compare the objectives and learning goals with class levels 

Language skillsLanguage skills  Examine how the book covers all language skills 

TopicsTopics  Take into consideration interesting and attractive issues for your 

students considering age and social context. 

Cultural Cultural appropriacyappropriacy  Customs, ethnicities, economic context should be taken in 

consideration which may be engaging at the teaching time. 

Teacher’s guideTeacher’s guide  Review the teacher´s guide and how easy it is to follow. 
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Different opinions about 
coursebooks 

Read and discuss these 3 opinions about 
coursebooks in groups of 3. 
Coursebook text 1 (For) 
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-
lindsay-clandfield/  
Coursebook text 2 (Against) 
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-
lindsay-clandfield/  
Coursebook text 3 (?) 
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/davedodgson/david-dodgson-
recourse-books  

 

https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://scottthornbury.wordpress.com/2010/05/16/c-is-for-coursebook-by-lindsay-clandfield/
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/davedodgson/david-dodgson-recourse-books
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/davedodgson/david-dodgson-recourse-books
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/davedodgson/david-dodgson-recourse-books
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/davedodgson/david-dodgson-recourse-books
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/davedodgson/david-dodgson-recourse-books
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/davedodgson/david-dodgson-recourse-books
https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/blogs/davedodgson/david-dodgson-recourse-books


 
 
 

 
 2016 Halápi, Major, Ryan 

 

13 

What do we mean by  ’coursebook’ ? 

• Students book 
• Workbook 
• Teacher’s Book 
• Vocabulary collection 
• CDs, DVDs, 
• Packages (cards, games) 
• Online material 
• Interactive whiteboard materials (iTools) 
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