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Review questions 

• Think of a language test you know and list ideas 
as to its positive and negative washback effect.  

• What are factors that influence washback? 
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Outline 

Outline 

• Summative vs. Formative assessment 

• Formative assessment: Assessment For 
Learning (AFL) 

– Questioning 

– Feedback 

– Self- and peer-assessment 

• Example: Portfolios 
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Formative vs. Summative 
assessment (1) 

High-stakes test (summative assessment):  

• It is motivating because they’re gateways to goals 

• High-stakes tests are sometimes considered to be 
”external attempts to control what is done in the 
classroom” (Fulcher, 2010, p. 67) 

 

Classroom tests (formative assessment):  

• The teaching and learning processes are linked.  

• There is an emphasis on encouragement, feedback, 
and  learning through assessment.  
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Formative vs. Summative 
assessment (2) 

 

• Different kinds of assessment fulfill different 
purposes. 
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Formative assessment 

• Formative assessment: conducted during the 
process of learning in order to aid learning 
(Black & William, 1998); feedback plays an 
important role in formative assessement. 

• BUT neither all assessment with feedback nor 
all continuous forms of assessment are 
formative. 
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Formative assessment: Classroom 
Based Assessment (CBA) (Turner, 2012) 

• Assessment in the classroom informs learning; 

• 1990s onwards, generally across the curriculum; 

• Importance of the classroom context: standardized tests cannot 
be just applied for assessment in the classroom; 

• Evidence to make the argument for assessment is still needed in 
CBA, but the context is different; 

• Issues:  

– aligning internal and external classroom assessment 
(washback effects) 

– teachers have to learn to mediate between the two 
 (Turner, 2012) 
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Formative assessment: Assessment 
For Learning (AFL) (Wiliam, 2011) 

Purpose:  

– To improve learning; 

– To improve teaching (by diagnosing learners’ 
needs); 

– To provide descriptive feedback to enhance 
learners’ progress  

 (Fulcher, 2010; Wiliam, 2011) 
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Practical issues in implementing  
AFL in teaching  

(Black & Wiliam, 1998)  

 

• Effective questioning; 

• Appropriate and useful feedback learners can 
build on; 

• Using self- and peer-evaluation.  

 
(Black & Wiliam, 1998; see also Fulcher, 2010) 
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AFL: Effective questioning  
(Fulcher, 2010) 

• Open questions at an appropriate (challenging) 
level for the individual student => learner 
understanding, learning. 

• Pair and group work combined with open 
questions => increase learners’ willingness to 
communicate =>  learning. 

• Allow time for learners to think about their 
answers to the questions.  

 (Fulcher, 2010) 
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AFL: Feedback  
(Black & Wiliam, 1998) 

Feedback 

Instead of grades, give learners feedback on their 
own work and advice on how they could further 
improve their performance (Black & Wiliam, 
1998). 

 

Allow sufficient time  for learners to understand 
and respond to feedback (Black & Wiliam, 1998). 
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AFL: Self- and peer-assessment  
(Black & Wiliam, 1998) 

For effective self-assessment, learners should … 

• be aware of the goals they need to achieve. 

• be aware of where they stand relative to the 
goals that they have articulated. 

• be clear about how to minimize the distance 
between the goals and their present position. 

 (Black & Wiliam, 1998)  
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AFL: Self- and peer-assessment 

• What may be some dangers to look out for 
when using self- or peer-assessment in the 
classroom? 
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Portfolios (1)  
(Chapelle & Brindley, 2002) 

 

• ”A purposeful collection of students’ work over 
time that contains samples of their language 
performance at different stages of completion, 
as well as the student’s own observations on his 
or her progress” (Chapelle & Brindley, 2002, p. 
281) 
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Portfolios (2) 
(Chapelle & Brindley, 2002) 

 
ADVANTAGES of this type of assessment: 
 
+  it links assessment with instruction. 
+  it is motivating. 
+  it promotes learner autonomy. 
+  it shows learner’s development. 
(Chapelle & Brindley, 2002) 
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Portfolios (3) 
(Kontra & Kormos, 2007) 

 
DISADVANTAGES of this type of assessment: 
 
-  It is difficult to develop grading criteria. 
-  It is difficult to ensure the reliability of 

assessment. 
-  It is difficult to reduce subjectivity of scoring. 
 

(Kontra & Kormos, 2007, p. 118) 
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Follow-up Task 

• Look at the link below. Which of the AFL principles are 
most applicable to your own teaching context? Are 
there any that could not be implemented? If not, what 
are the constraints that would make implementation 
difficult?  

 

The Assessment Reform Group (UK): Assessment for 
learning: 10 principles 

http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/SBA/HKDSE/Eng_
DVD/doc/Afl_principles.pdf 
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