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Review questions 

• What is a model? 

• What is the CEFR? 

• How can the CEFR be useful in the language 
classroom? 
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Outline 

 

• Drawing up a framework 

• Validation 

• Reliability 
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What to test?: Drawing up a 
framework  

(based on Fulcher, 2010, pp. 125-6)  

Step 1:  Determine the purpose of the test  

  (i.e., Why do you test?) 
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• Step 2:  Determine the target population   
 (i.e., Who are the test takers?) 

 (based on Fulcher, 2010, pp. 125-6) 
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Step 3: Determine the content of the test by … 

 listing the likely purposes of future language use. 

 listing the relevant language domains and analyzing 
the language used in those domains. 

 collecting and analyzing sample texts (with the help 
of corpora). 

(based on Fulcher, 2010, pp. 125-6) 
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Step 4: Constructs 

 

 Identify key constructs. 

Operationalize (define) key constructs. 

(based on Fulcher, 2010, pp. 125-6) 
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Validation 

 

• In order for a test to be valid for the purposes it 
was designed, we must ensure that test scores 
are interpreted and used in a way they are 
meant to be interpreted and used in a 
particular context.   

 (see also AERA, APA, & NCME, 1999; Fulcher &  

 Davidson, 2007; Kane, 2012a; Messick, 1989) 
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Types of evidence used in validation 
(1) 

Internal       

-Face validity     

-Content validity    

-Response validity 

 

 

(see Alderson, Clapham, & Wall 1995)   
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Types of evidence used in validation (2)  
(Alderson, Clapham, & Wall 1995)  

  

External (criterion) 

-Concurrent validity 

-Predictive validity 

-Construct validity (also an overarching term, see 
Messick, 1989; cf. Kane, 2012b) 
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• Consider the following target domains. For 
each, try to list what a language test may need 
to contain to be relevant to that domain. 

1. Receptionist at a hotel in a capital city; 

2. Bus driver in a large city; 

3. Waiter at a restaurant in a tourist resort. 

(based on Fulcher & Davidson, 2007, p.6) 
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Reliability (Hughes, 2003) 

 

• If a test is not reliable, it cannot be valid. 

• Reliability: consistency (in spite of the human 
factors). 

 

 

(see Hughes, 2003) 
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Types of reliability 

• Test reliability 

• Rater reliability  

– intra-rater reliability 

– inter-rater reliability 

 

(see also Fulcher, 2003; Fulcher & Davidson, 2012) 
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Ensuring test reliability  

(Kontra & Kormos, 2007) 

  
• Multiple measures 
• Little freedom of choice between tasks 
• Disambiguity of items 
• Clear instructions 
• Test format familiarity 
• Uniform conditions 
(Kontra & Kormos, 2007) 
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Improving rater reliability  

(Kontra & Kormos, 2007) 

 • Designing a marking scale 

• Setting standards /cut-off scores 

• Benchmark performances 

• Rater training 

• Double-marking (blind) 

• Use student codes 

• Check (intra)rater reliability 

(Kontra & Kormos, 2007) 
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Practice task 

• You are asked to design a placement test to be 
used in your high school to place students into 
groups according to their levels of English 
language proficiency.  

• How can you make sure that placing students 
into groups based on these test scores is a valid 
thing to do? (How can you gather evidence for 
validity and reliability?) 
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