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The number of links between Portugal and Hungary and the intensity of their relations them-

selves are historically not very high—especially, when compared to the relations of the two 

countries with other European nations. The reason for this is obvious: they were tucked away 

in two remote areas of Europe, and while, due to its location, the former developed in an un-

common isolation from the rest of the continent, and, for a long time, it was more interested in 

the overseas than in the interior of the continent, the former, also because of its own geographic 

position, could hardly keep up with the evolution of the western part of the continent and wasted 

most of its energy on overcoming the conquerors coming from either the East or the West. Thus, 

the two countries have traditionally been quite distant from each other on account of their loca-

tion, geopolitical orientation, or cultural traditions. 

However, despite their distance and seemingly different historical paths, there are some 

phenomena that can be considered common in their development. Both countries are members 

of a region that, in a sense, is situated on the frontiers of European culture, i.e., in an area that 

is exposed to influences and challenges from other cultures. As a member of the Central and 

Eastern European region, Hungary lies between the West and the East and has often been forced 

into the role of a buffer zone, while its traditions have been fed from both directions. Portugal 

bordered on the Islamic culture too, also confronting with it many times while being subject to 

its several cultural impacts, just as Hungary. Hungary has often regarded itself as the Bulwark 

of Christendom, which has not been alien to the countries of the Iberian Peninsula either: Por-

tugal’s tenets also included the idea of being the Antemurale Christianitatis, which was con-

fessed along all the virtual boundaries of Europe expanded during colonialism. It is also a point 

of similarity that, in most of their history, and especially in the last 100-150 years, both countries 

belonged to the semi-peripheral region of Europe, that is, to areas whose development was often 

the result of impulses from the core countries, and which have always wanted to catch up with 

the “West.” 

Due to the distance, the different geographic orientation, and the low number of connec-

tions, the study and research on the relationship between the two countries do not have a long-

established tradition in the Hungarian scientific life—whereas, in the Portuguese scientific life, 

there is only a sporadic research in this direction. Among the few examples of the latter are a 

2008 documentary, Lista de Chorin, by Sofia Leite and António Louçã, which focuses on Por-

tuguese diplomats rescuing Hungarians during the Holocaust or the research conducted by the 

historian and journalist Louçã and the Hungarian Éva Bán. A similar topic is addressed by two 

Portuguese historians, Ana Cristina do Nascimento da Silva and Maria da Conceição Assis Lou-

renço, in their 1997 dissertation Portugal e a Hungria na segunda guerra mundial. Sampaio 
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Garrido e Teixeira Branquinho: Budapeste e o drama judaico em 1944, which is yet to be pub-

lished. Unlike these, a short study by Isabel Costa Leite from 2009, entitled Hungria: uma visão 

portuguesa, is more focused on the role of the Portuguese in Hungary’s accession to the Euro-

pean Union. 

In Hungary, relations between the two countries are mainly examined by the teachers and 

researchers of the Department of Portuguese Language and Literature in the Faculty of Human-

ities at Eötvös Loránd University. The research directions developed here in the 1980s, after the 

Department had been established, set more or less the way to follow for several scholars of the 

following decades: on the one hand, drawing inspiration from Zoltán Rózsa and following in 

his footsteps, many turned to studying the history of Luso-Hungarian reception, while on the 

other hand, István Rákóczi started to explore the relations between the two countries. As a result 

of his research, connections between medieval and early modern Portugal and Hungary are now 

quite well elaborated, as he has dealt with the alleged Hungarian origin of the Portuguese royal 

family—which, otherwise, he could clearly refute—the Ottoman–Hungarian wars, and the re-

ports on the siege of Buda from 1686. His well-founded research later served as a starting point 

for several young academics. 

The other direction mapped out, namely that of the Luso-Hungarian reception, was carried 

on by Ferenc Pál, who, coming from the domain of literary sciences, explored how Camões and 

other Portuguese authors appeared in Hungarian culture and literature, always trying to find out 

the socio-cultural context in which the interest for some Portuguese figures or motifs was em-

bedded and explain the reasons for this concern. 

In my thesis, following the path set out in the above directions, and also unifying them in 

certain respects, I intend to examine how Hungarian public opinion and decision-makers re-

acted to the developments in Portugal during the 20ᵗʰ century, and under what circumstances 

and what for social needs these reactions happened; who found an example in them, who looked 

down upon the Portuguese, and who sought confirmation for their ideas, beliefs, and deeds in 

the events of the Iberian county. 

The temporal boundaries drawn in my thesis are justified by the fact that the exploration of 

the connections between the two countries has never been done in a comprehensive way in this 

timeframe: Ferenc Pál has confined himself to reviewing the publication and translation of Por-

tuguese writers in Hungary in the past hundred years, and István Rákóczi has only touched upon 

a few important questions, e.g., the diplomatic relations between the two countries during the 

interwar period. Surprisingly, however, Portugal’s—and above all, Salazar’s—influence in 

Hungary also attracted some Hungarian researchers who were otherwise not affiliated with the 
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aforementioned intellectual workshop of the Portuguese Department. Thus, for example, Péter 

Hámori was the first to point out that some Catholic circles were extremely curious about the 

changes taking place in Portugal during the interwar period. This topic was further analyzed by 

Iván Bertényi Jr., who tried to write up the impact of the Salazarist regime upon the Hungarian 

and, first and foremost, upon the Catholic and the right-wing press in greater detail. Later, Már-

ton Békés also came back to the question in his study on the Hungarian corporations between 

the two wars. 

Accordingly, the purpose of my dissertation is threefold. On the one hand, I would like to 

elaborate more thoroughly on the problems already outlined by the researches that were started 

by the aforementioned academics, because they could not endeavor to be complete due to their 

formal constraints. On the other hand, I also try to examine those periods in the first half of the 

20ᵗʰ century, such as the Austro-Hungarian Era until 1914 and the years between World War I 

and Salazar’s appearance, which have been a blind spot in academic research, although their 

effects were palpable throughout the 1930s, when there was an increased interest about Portugal 

thanks to Salazar’s personality. Finally, I would like to synthesize the results obtained in one, 

comprehensive work. 

I have already referred to the distance between the two countries and their different geo-

graphic and economic orientation. As a result, Portugal’s reception in Hungary, or, for that mat-

ter, Hungary’s reception in Portugal, has never been steady and continuous—rather it has come 

in waves. So it is always interesting to see what makes such a wave rise, since it is instructive 

for us, the host country, as it is showcased in the research done by Ferenc Pál on the popularity 

of Camões in Hungary. This poet, who had penned the Portuguese national epic, was seen in 

the 19ᵗʰ century Hungary as a flaming and patriotic artist revolting against authority, because 

this resonated well with the zeitgeist created by the romantic intelligentsia that wanted to reduce 

the imperial despotism and mold a new national consciousness in the Carpathian Basin. While 

examining the waves of reception throughout the first half of the century, I always try to detect 

what Hungarians of those times could imagine into the Portuguese singularities of a given pe-

riod. 

During my research, I identified two such major waves or accumulation points in the first 

half of the 20ᵗʰ century, so they will make the main guiding principle of the present thesis. The 

first such point can be pinpointed right at the beginning of the century, when events in Portugal’s 

formerly underdeveloped and dormant political life suddenly accelerated, and anti-royalism 

gained strength. This effervescence culminated in a regicide, and, two years later, in the expul-

sion of the succeeding king and the proclamation of the First Republic. In the diverse society 



 4 

of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, these events triggered a number of noteworthy reactions that 

did not lack manifold political overtones. For example, the part of the intelligentsia that urged 

social change tended to view them as the herald of the end of all kingdoms and an overture to 

a new era, while a more conservative segment saw them as a bad example that is better to be 

avoided and as a lesson about what might become of a country ruled by Freemasonry. Beyond 

political commitments, the domestic Protestant–Catholic antagonism also surfaced when it 

came to framing the events. Later, World War I ended these engaging debates, as the Hungarian 

public began to look at the news of the world through the glasses of wartime ideology. After 

the end of the war, for a longer period, Hungary’s attention was focused on its own problems 

and the new situation that arose after World War I, so the interest in Portugal died down for a 

while. Since there were no direct diplomatic relations between the two countries at the begin-

ning of the century because Hungary did not have an independent foreign policy under the 

Compromise of 1867, I analyze this era, first of all, by using articles published in the Hungarian 

national newspapers that saw a stunning evolution during this period. 

The second inflection point, which was already investigated by the researchers mentioned 

earlier, came during the 1930s, when a new political and social organization based on—at least 

in theory—the principle of Christianity was introduced by the Portuguese politician Salazar. 

Among the great variety of other dictatorial experiments gaining pre-eminence in Europe, it 

struck a chord with some Hungarian Catholic groups trying to find novel ways to reshape poli-

tics. Thanks to their activity, later, other parts of the society also reacted to the processes taking 

place in Portugal—what is more, during Béla Imrédy’s and Pál Teleki’s premiership, even the 

high echelons of the political elite pondered over their adaptability. Finally, as the country got 

involved in the war, the issue of social reforms was removed from the agenda, but, from time 

to time, Portugal continued to appear as a reference point due to its artful wartime foreign pol-

icy, and with regard to the postwar tasks of small nations, about which Hungarians were also 

actively thinking. This extremely exciting period that comprised the most diverse forms of the 

reception was obliterated by the end of World War II and the subsequent and complete trans-

formation of Hungary’s political and social life. 

The interwar period itself can be examined by drawing on many different sources. While 

articles in the press continue to be a crucial pillar of the analysis, books about Portugal and 

archival documents about the relations between the two countries also provide essential infor-

mation to understand the different aspects of the reception. Unfortunately, due to the loss of the 

documents of the Hungarian Embassy in Lisbon, Hungarian archival sources were less used 

during the interpretation. However, Portuguese documents were searched and used in a great 
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number. These are completed by the book, Végállomás Lisszabon, i.e., the memoirs of a young 

diplomat, Elemér Újpéteri, who served in Lisbon towards the end of the World War II. 

During the analysis of the press articles, especially in the matter of the period between the 

two wars, I did not primarily seek to look at how these different ideas were distilled among the 

ordinary people but to assess how opinion-makers or the actors who set the framework for 

public thinking in the country had seen the processes taking place in Portugal. Accordingly, 

historical data on the press are less in the foreground of my thesis. However, I always try to 

make a brief reference to the authors’ worldview, as it is intriguing and extremely thought-

provoking to observe how their views and ideas, in general, are reflected in their opinion about 

Portugal. In fact, the real nature of the political changes in Portugal did not determine what 

Hungarians thought about them—actually, the attitude of the Hungarian authors and the kind 

of views they wanted to convey to the world played a more important role in this mental pro-

cess. But for all that, the presentation of worldviews is merely indicative because I wanted to 

avoid creating similar and excessive preconceptions all through the interpretation of different 

concepts. 

Naturally, a deeper understanding of the Hungarian and Portuguese historical contexts was 

essential for the discussion of the topic. While trying to interpret the Portuguese history of the 

20ᵗʰ century, it is easy for researchers to read up on the topic, as there are many excellent Hun-

garian works helping them. Speaking of the bibliography of the subject, its outstanding re-

searcher, Iván Harsányi, who died in 2018, must be the first to be mentioned. Although he was 

chiefly known as a renowned expert in Spanish history and the Franco Era, he also produced a 

number of invaluable studies about Portuguese history. He mostly examined the antecedents of 

the Salazarist dictatorship, its historical archetypes, the characteristics of the dictatorship itself 

(more precisely, its first phase until 1945), and the wider context its economic policy fit in. 

Similarly, István Szilágyi’s writings related to the topic are also of relevance. Not only did he 

attempt to draw up the characteristics of the full-fledged Salazarist regime, but recently, in his 

book published in 2015, he also outlined the main contours of the 20ᵗʰ-century Portuguese his-

tory, concentrating primarily, in line with his main discipline, on aspects of political history. A 

third distinguished researcher of the topic in Hungary is Ágnes Judit Szilágyi. Her studies are 

also very instrumental in helping understand the very nature of the Salazarist regime, as she has 

dedicated many writings to the analysis of the Portuguese state’s typology, comparing it to 

Getúlio Vargas’ Brazilian regime, while she also discussed matters that were not at the forefront 

of other’s researches. Her writings are not only edifying during the interpretation of the Sala-

zarist regime but also with regard to the previous periods, as she has addressed various issues 
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of the Republican Portugal, along with Sidónio Pais’s endeavor. In addition to the three re-

searchers mentioned above, Lajos Pándi must also be mentioned, who, mainly at the beginning 

of his career, devoted many efforts to Portugal’s 20ᵗʰ-century history and, in several studies, 

examined the main hallmarks and the fall of Salazarism from a Marxist perspective. 

To understand the Hungarian context, the most important help was Jenő Gergely’s œuvre 

on the history of the Hungarian Christian Democracy, Christian Socialism, and Political Ca-

tholicism. I would also refer to Miklós Laczkó’s work on the ideological and social background 

of the right-wing movements in interwar Hungary, and the writings by Péter Krisztián Zachar 

and his colleagues in his research group that present the roots, the formation, and the variations 

of the Corporativism in Hungary. 

Besides the works produced by Hungarian researchers, I also tried to avail myself of the 

relevant international, mainly Anglo-Saxon and Portuguese, scientific output. Of the Portuguese 

historians, I would like to highlight three researchers I have relied on more than anyone else to 

put flash on the bones of the topic in question. The first is the social scientist and sociologist 

Manuel Braga da Cruz, who, in his most significant work on the subject, discussed the history 

of Salazarism through the relationship between the state and the only party allowed, the União 

Nacional. Creating a typology of the regime based on this relationship, he made a distinction 

between Salazarism and National-Socialist and Fascist structures and considered the explora-

tion of the Portuguese New State’s Catholic roots essential to fully grasp its true nature. Similar 

questions are raised by the Luís Reis Torgal, who discusses the originality of the Portuguese 

New State and its relationship with other similar contemporary ideologies, questioning its sui 

generis nature. Salazarism was examined through a somewhat different lens by a third, half-

Portuguese, half-English author, Filipe Ribeiro de Meneses, who penned the first complete and 

scientifically rigorous biography of Salazar. He laid more stress on contextualizing the politi-

cian’s deeds and its system to reveal their mainsprings, whys, and wherefores. Moreover, I also 

believe that it is indispensable to mention Fernando Rosas’ name: in this thesis, I have mainly 

used his research on the establishment and the fall of the First Portuguese Republic. 

Of the Anglo-Saxon historians, first of all, I would like to highlight the book Republican 

Portugal by the American Douglas L. Wheeler; it was the first work to discuss the 1910–1926 

period in a monographic form, though, albeit balanced overall, it shows some biases towards 

liberal democrats. Also, the works of Tom Gallagher, Charles Novell, and Hugh Kay are worth 

mentioning, all being important analyses of the period in question. 


