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The aims of the thesis 

The doctoral thesis aimed to analyze the relationship between the kings of Hungary and the 

Dalmatian towns in the Árpádian era. My main goal was to examine the royal exercise of power 

and show the place of Dalmatia in the Kingdom of Hungary, and put the results into the context 

of the local Dalmatian social history and compare it to the exercise of power of other states that 

were present in the eastern part of the Adriatic. In the thesis I analysed the relations between 

the Dalmatian towns and the kings of Hungary in the point of view of social history, church 

history, urban history, historical anthropology and administrative history. The timeframe of the 

thesis covers the period from 1091, when King Ladislas I of Hungary conquered Croatia, until 

1301, when the Árpádian-dynasty became extinct. The examined more than two hundred years 

let me to analyse the royal exercise of power in context of the political and social changes in 

Dalmatia and show how the kings of Hungary adapted themselves to it. Moreover, Hungarian-

Venetian and Hungarian-Byzantine wars, crusades, Hungarian internal struggles for the throne, 

the Mongol invasion also happened during the examined period, which helped to understand 

how crises effected the royal policy.  

In the thesis, I examined the Hungarian royal exercise of power according to two aspects: 

the first half of the dissertation dealt with the church policy of the Hungarian kings and dukes 

of Slavonia in Dalmatia. The thesis analysed the ecclesiastical organization and how it changed 

during the Hungarian rule. I also focused on the relationship between the bishops and 

archbishops of Dalmatian towns and the Hungarian royal court, the royal and ducal grants to 

the Church in Dalmatia, and their content, territorial and temporal characteristics, and their role 

in the royal policy in Dalmatia.  The thesis also examined the royal and ducal grants in context 

of the social changes of the towns, particularly the communal development which hit the 

Dalmatian cities in the twelfth century. At the end of the first part of the thesis, I put the 

Hungarian kings’ church policy in context of other states relationship with the Church on the 

eastern Adriatic coast, namely the policy of Venice and Serbia.  

The second half of the thesis examined the Hungarian royal exercise of power in context of 

the secular administration of the towns. First, the royal privileges to towns were put under 

analysis which conditioned the legal state of the Dalmatian towns in the Kingdom of Hungary. 

These privileges were also the basis of the separateness of the towns in the country as they 

secured their autonomy in almost every sense of the administration.  Following this, the thesis 

focused on two institution which represented the royal power in Dalmatia. First, I analysed the 

characteristics of the Duchy of Slavonia, which existed from the end of the twelfth century, 

then examined the office and activities of the bans of Slavonia (Croatia-Dalmatia) by touching 
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on the origin of the office, its territorial aspects, their legal authority and relationship with the 

Dalmatian urban society.  Following this, I examined the representation of the kings of Hungary 

and dukes of Slavonia in the Dalmatian towns, particularly highlighted the roles of the solemn 

advents of the kings and dukes, their visits and rituals that were done at those times, and the 

representation of the royal power in the absence of the kings. The final part of the analysis 

concentrated on the last third of the thirteenth century, after the death of King Béla IV. The 

royal power became weaker and weaker by the end of the century, and the local, Croatian noble 

kindreds took the power in the region, especially the Šubići, who also took the power in the 

Dalmatian towns.   

The sources of the thesis 

The basis of the dissertation were administrative sources, especially royal and ducal 

charters, documents that were issued by bans and their deputies, other officials of the kingdom, 

also civic documents, statutes of the towns. The thesis also used contemporary narrative 

sources.  Most of these documents were published in modern source editions, but the thesis also 

based on archival research in Zagreb, Dubrovnik, Zadar, Split, Vienna, Venice, and Rome. 

There were two particularly important archival sources both held in the Archbishopric Archive 

of Split. The Donationes principum Ecclesiae Spalatensis is a seventeenth-century manuscript 

of that included mostly medieval privileges and donations that were issued to the Archbishopric 

of Split. Beside the Donationes the most important archival source that contributed to the thesis 

was the seventeenth-century manuscript heritage of Ivan Lučić-Lucius. These manuscripts 

included more than 2200 mostly medieval documents from which almost a thousand are still 

unpublished.  Lucius’ manuscripts include administrative documents, notes, letters, narrative 

sources, and noteworthy the amount of Hungarian royal and ducal charters that were unknown 

so far.   

The results of the thesis: ecclesiastical relations 

The thesis highlighted that the Church played a particularly important part in the secular 

life of the towns on the eastern Adriatic coast, and mostly the development of the Italian towns 

influenced its place in the civic affairs. The Church was the biggest estate-holder, the bishops 

were the leaders of the town together with the comes, who was responsible for secular 

leadership. The bishops were also in lead of the civic diplomacy, which later influenced the 

royal exercise of power. The bishops during the Hungarian rule preserved their role in the city, 
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and also gained the attention of the kings. Certain changes were noticeable from the mid-

thirteenth century, when the communal development reached a certain level in the towns, and 

the Church was extruded from the secular affairs, and the election of the bishops from a 

common civic decision became the exclusive right of the chapters. 

 The thesis also highlighted the fact, that the kings of Hungary did not intend to integrate 

the ecclesiastical organization of Croatia and Dalmatia into the Hungarian system. 

Nevertheless, they paid much attention to the Church of these territories. During the twelfth and 

thirteenth centuries, the Hungarian-Venetian struggles for the rule of the towns influenced the 

transformation of the Croatian-Dalmatian ecclesiastical system. The archbishops of Split 

became the ecclesiastical leaders of the Hungarian territories from the mid-twelfth century, and 

under the archbishopric of Zadar, which was subordinated to the patriarch of Grado, the 

Venetian lands were united.  The creation of the bishoprics of Senj and Hvar were the results 

of the process when the political and ecclesiastical borders became identical. This process was 

not a Venetian-Hungarian specialty, since similar events could be seen in Southern Dalmatia.  

The examination of the bishopric roles in Dalmatia showed that the bishops and 

archbishops significant secular influence endured during the Hungarian rule until communal 

development changed the place of the Church in the towns. Moreover, the bishops from being 

a civic official became also the kings’ subject and official who connected the urban society with 

the royal court. As the result of the lack of integration, the Dalmatian and Croatian prelates 

were not member of the Hungarian royal council, did not take part in leading the country, but 

had importance in maintaining the royal power over the towns. They were members of the royal 

and ducal entourage when members of the royal family visited the region, played an important 

role in the royal representation both during visits and the absence of the kings, helped spreading 

the cult of saints of the royal dynasty, and represented the royal policy in Dalmatia. The 

archbishops of Spalato outstood from among the ecclesiastical leaders in Dalmatia, and they 

were the most permanent local representatives of the king in the region.  

The analysis of the royal and ducal grants to the Church showed that the kings of Hungary 

were generous towards the ecclesiastical institution in Dalmatia from the rule of King Coloman. 

It was also highlighted, that the communal development changed the place of the Church in the 

city, which resulted decline regarding the number of the royal grants from the 1230s. The spatial 

analysis showed that the kings of Hungary used these grants to strengthen their rule in the towns, 

and the most important cities received the most grants, like the archbishopric of Split and 

bishopric of Trogir received the highest number of privileges. It could be also seen, that the 

royal policy adapted itself to the local social particularity. The kings supported monasteries that 
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had close relationship with the urban elite. The royal grants were tools for the kings to start, 

maintain or strengthen their relationship with the towns and secure their loyalty, similarly how 

the previous royal dynasty, the Trpimirovići acted. Certain level of continuity can be 

highlighted between the characteristics of the two dynastic policy during the twelfth and 

thirteenth centuries.  

The results of the thesis: secular relations 

The second analytical half of the thesis examined the royal exercise of power in secular 

context. First, I examined the royal privileges to towns which determined the legal basis of the 

place of the towns in the kingdom. The analysis showed that the credibility of the privileges, 

with few exceptions, is barely questionable. The first privilege known in full text is King 

Coloman’s charter to Trogir which arranged the basic legal and economic relations between the 

royal court and the town. It can be assumed that the king issued similar privileges to other towns 

(Zadar, Rab, Split) in Dalmatia. During the examined period, the pretty similar privileges of 

Split and Trogir were several times confirmed, and their content compared to the original 

documents increased. During the examined period, after Coloman’s reign, three other towns 

received royal privileges: Šibenik in 1167, Nin in 1205, and Hvar in 1242. The analysis showed 

that the privileges of Split and Trogir became the examples and the highest available privilege 

in Dalmatia.  

The dukes of Slavonia were one of the representatives of the kings in Dalmatia, Croatia and 

Slavonia. The analysis showed that the institution – emerged in the end of the twelfth century 

– somehow could be connected to the heirs of the royal throne of Hungary. From among the 

dukes, first the thesis analysed the rule of Duke Andrew and the struggle between him and the 

king during the turn of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.  The analysis also highlighted that 

the Dalmatian towns and the Church tried to poise between the king and the actual ruler of the 

region during the internal struggles. Beside Andrew, Duke Coloman had the keenest 

relationship with the towns, he visited the cities and was a judge in local affairs, while the local 

elite and the bishops were among his retinue. The duchy of Slavonia was not a continuously 

occupied institution, since the heirs or other members of the royal family received this honour 

by the kings’ appointment. However, there was a permanent royal representative in Croatia and 

Dalmatia: the ban of Slavonia (Croatia-Dalmatia). The analysis showed that their jurisdiction 

covered only Croatia and Dalmatia in the beginning of the Hungarian rule, and around the 1180s 

their territory was expanded to Slavonia too.   The power of the bans increased from the 1240s 

when they hold the office longer than it was previously regular, the royal coinage of the bans 
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started, they founded towns, and several times were named the dukes of Slavonia. Moreover, 

the bans were the comes of Split and Trogir from the end of the 1240s too.   

The analysis of the royal representation in Dalmatia pointed out, that the visits of the kings 

and dukes had numerous practical and symbolic functions. The presence of the king was the 

visible evidence of the royal power over the towns. The royal entourage included the highest 

secular and ecclesiastical elite from the mainland and Dalmatia too. The frequency of the visits 

can be hardly re-enacted, but it can be said that only King Coloman visited the towns according 

to some temporal regularity. The analysis highlighted that the dukes of Slavonia probably had 

a first, symbolic visit after they received the title. The peaks of the visits were the solemn royal 

or ducal entries into the towns. The structure of the solemn entries probably changed during the 

Árpádian period, because in the thirteenth century the oath-taking ceremonies were not part of 

them anymore. The structure of the entries and the symbolic communication between the towns 

and the kings probably reflected the state of the Hungarian royal power. After King Béla IV’s 

death, the Hungarian royal power started to fade in Dalmatia. The analysis showed the Venice 

took territories from Hungary, and the local noble kindreds took the actual rule in the territory. 

The Šubići were the most prominent and strongest from among them and by the end of the 

thirteenth century they took the lead in the Dalmatian towns and built a province in Dalmatia, 

Croatia and Bosnia.  

The results of the thesis showed that the separateness of the Dalmatian towns was preserved 

during the whole examined period regarding both the secular and ecclesiastical organizations. 

However, the kings of Hungary paid much attention to maintain their rule in the politically and 

economically important region. Instead of a strict control and forced integration, the kings of 

Hungary kept their power by generosity, preserving the autonomy of the towns. Opposite to 

Venice, which was a rival of the Dalmatian towns regarding trade and commerce, the kings 

offered protection and did not interfere in the local economy. First, the kings used the influence 

of the Church to secure their rule, but when the communal development changed the positions 

of the bishops in the towns, they adapted their policy to the social and political changes of the 

territory.   
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