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„Probably the most difficult task in military history analysis is to reconstruct the 

course of certain battles. Difficulties begin at the fact, that battles were fought on a fairly 

large,4–8km wide area, therefore a single person could not look through every single part of 

it. […] The reconstruction of the former image of the battlefield and localisation of events 

that happened there provides another difficulty. Before the mid–late XVIII. century there were 

no such maps, on which tactical details could be pinpointed, therefore in good case we can 

rely on the rough sketches made by the battle’s participants, but mostly on verbal 

descriptions. At the same time tracing back from modern military maps is mostly not a 

possibility as well, since the terrain could have changed either through natural causes or 

through human intervention throughout the years.” – said military historian Géza Perjés in 

regard to his research about the 1664. battle of Szentgotthárd. The quotation demonstrates the 

two biggest difficulties of historical battlefield researches, the problematics caused by the 

reliability of visual sources and the changing of the historical landscape.  

To the researches based on the methodological results of international battlefield 

archeology, that draws from written, visual and archeological sources, Hungarian archeology 

provided only a few examples so far: prior to 2010. in case of two pre-1711 Hungarian 

battlefields actual archeological field research was conducted regarding the first battle of 

Mohács (1526) and Romhány (1710). I also could describe the significance of the topic with 

the fact, that the places of important clashes fulfill an important role in national and 

international historical remembrance of the military past. Therefore there was already a need 

for precise identification of the battlefields in the Modern period. First in line was Richard 

Brooke (1791–1861), who looked at XV. century English battlefields with „the curiosity of an 

antiquarian”. In the preface of his book „Fields of Battle in England” published in 1857, he 

raised the reader’s awareness to the problem of the few sources, that often contradict each 

other and the necessity to collide the written sources with each other during the field 

identification of battlefields. It is important to state, that Brooke described the results of 

archeological researches as a possible source-basis. However, it is the 1980’s field research of 

the battlefield of Little Bighorn (1876) in America which is regarded as the symbolic 

beginning of modern battlefield archeology. The methodological principles of military 

historical archeology (based on military scientific field analysis, classical archeology, 

landscape archeology and forensic archeology) then developed fully during the 1980’s and 

90’s.  
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 The synthesizing of battlefield archeology methodology of Early Modern Hugarian 

battles stands in the center of my dissertation. During my work I fundamentally rely on the 

exemplary Anglo-Saxon battlefield archeological results. In this case I pay special attention to 

the issues of the most distinctive types of artifacts, the firearms and artillery munition, also by 

using the Anglo-Saxon interdisciplinary methodology, I undertake to present the results so far 

of the research regarding two Hungarian battles, Mohács (1526.) and Harsány-hegy („second 

Mohács”) (1687.), partially based on my own work.  

 At the beginning of the dissertation I present the definition, subject evolution and 

Hungarian origins of military historical archeology.  

 The next thematic part discusses the methodological questions regarding Early 

Modern battlefield archeology. I thoroughly examine the interpretation of the most significant 

and most informative objectgroup of Early Modern battlefields, the munitions for firearms 

and artillery pieces. During the analysis of the munition for firearms (based on the descriptive 

methodology of Daniel M. Sivilich) I discuss the problematics of the bullets made by cutting, 

column shaped and cylindrical-bodied bullets. Besides the archeological analysis of the 

bullets, I also rely on the results of experimental shooting. 

 In the next chapter I present the international results of Early Modern battlefield 

research through American, British, German and Ukranian examples, and I also highlight 

some battlefield archeological researches, that are relevant in terms of applied methodology or 

achieved scientific results. After the international outlook, I summarize the few archeological 

works focused on the Early Modern Hungarian battlefields.  

 I would like to further expand the results of Hungarian Turkish-period battlefield 

archeology through summarizing the researches of the „first” and „second battle of Mohács” 

(1526, 1687) in the first two major thematical parts of the dissertation, which include the most 

significant results of my work.  

 The military historical research of the 1526 Hungarian Turkish campaign’s decisive 

battle dates back to more than a century. The false localisation of Földvár village, named by 

chancellor István Brodarics in his pamphlet and regarded as one of the most important 

topographic terrain points of the battle, lead researchers to astray for a long time (generating 

several topographic and reconstruction theories about the battle). The few previously known 

archeological sites certainly related to the event (such as the mass graves at Sátorhely) did not 
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help much to answer the military historical questions regarding the battle. The field researches 

of local historian József Szűcs and military historian Lajos Négyesi at Majs, and the latest 

military historical synthetisation of military historian János B. Szabó did open up a new phase 

in the battle’s field analysis. In the chapter regarding the battlefield research of Mohács, I 

especially reflect on the scattered artifacts, the mass graves at Sátorhely, the archeological 

observations about Földvár village and the Turkish-hill and I intend to complement the 

previous researches with new aspects.  

 The first relevant military historical synthetisation of the 1687 „second battle of 

Mohács”, or the battle of Harsány-hegy is connected to the 300th anniversary of the event, but 

previous battlefield archeological field works had not been conducted in the case of this 

engagement. In this chapter I complement the results of previous military historical and 

source researches with the analysis of new, yet to be known or unused sources (remaining in 

the National Széchényi Library, the Historical Gallery of the Hungarian National Museum, 

and in the Bibliothèque national de France in Paris), and with the latest data of archeological 

works. Among the archeological researches, special emphasis was put on the results of the 

field surveys conducted with metal detector in the area of the road between Magyarboly and 

Beremend in 2015/2016. After presenting the results of the field survey, I process the artifacts 

related to the battle in the Janus Pannonius Museum in Pécs, the Local Historical Collection 

of Nagyharsány, the MoD Military History Institute and Museum and in a private collection 

in Harkány. 

 In the final chapter of the dissertation I summarize the research results of the 1526. 

battle of Mohács and the 1687. battle of Harsány-hegy and reflect on the changes and present 

challenges of the Hungarian cultural heritage preservation regarding historical battlefields.  
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