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Rector Magnificus, Spectabilis, my dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all I would like to thank the Eötvös Loránd University for the great honour 
of being awarded the title of “Doctor and Professor Honoris Causa” of this world- 
famous University.

I gave my first lecture at the Budapest Law Faculty almost thirty years ago, on Octo
ber 9, 1970, and spoke about “New Developments in Private International Law regarding 
the Law of Children” and many more lectures followed. At the time Professor Mádl and 
myself had returned from our studies at the University of California in Berkeley with Pro
fessor Albert A. Ehrenzweig, our late master, and -  together with Professor Vékás -  we 
both were looking for solutions in conflicts law. The idea was to take into account the 
substantive policies of the conflicting legal rules. On the ground of these reflections, I tried, in 
my first Budapest lecture to demonstrate the tempering effects of a result-selective approach 
on the abstract jurisdiction selective rules on private international law -  an approach which 
led to a favor legitimation and similar guidelines for the protection of children.

The European integration called for a re-thinking of the role of private interna
tional law. We tried, in common seminars organised within the framework of the Hei
delberg-Budapest exchange program of the two Law Faculties, to define the task of 
conflicts rules with regard to the tendency towards uniform substantive laws, which 
became most apparent in the field of contracts. Professor Vékás gave a subtle lecture in 
Heidelberg on the Vienna Sales Convention and its relation to the Brussels Convention 
on jurisdiction and enforcement of foreign judgements.

It has been a long tradition for German scholars to look at Hungarian law for com
parison. At the beginning of the century it was Ernst Zitelmann who criticised the newly 
enacted German Civil Code for its abstract General Part defining legal concepts without 
setting them in a concrete context. He preferred the Hungarian draft of a Civil Code. 
Nowadays the European legislature proposes new rules for jurisdiction, particularly in 
matters of contract. The latest draft follows the approach laid down in article 25 of the 
Hungarian Law on private international law insofar as it distinguishes certain types of 
contracts. Such transfer of concepts between our legal systems has been discussed many 
times in the joint student seminars our faculties.

In my later years I devoted my efforts to looking at the law from outside by taking 
the standpoint of the cultural streams of contemporary philosophy and art. I was able to



take advantage of having studied the history of art. Postmodernism emerged as my spe
cial field of interest. I suggested four characteristic post-modern thoughts, which tend to 
become values of our time: Pluralism, communication, narrative expressions and the 
return of feelings. This approach leads, in my view to a fresh view on contemporary 
legal developments. Within the traditionally accepted canon of human rights a new right 
has been established, the right of an individual to be protected in his or her cultural 
identity. A book on “Language and Law” is about to appear. In addition, “narrative 
norms” provide for orientation in the resolution of complex legal questions. Postmod
ernism also has initiated a revival of private international law, because this branch of the 
legal system favours uniformity of results by respecting the cultural differences of legal 
systems and individuals.

The next project I will focus on concerns globalisation in conflicts law. The re
gional approaches, which are designed to favour integration, will have to yield -  in my 
view -  to more universal concepts of law. Today where I am awarded the great distinc
tion of becoming an honorary member of this University I feel particularly encouraged 
to continue pursuing my work further, and I am delighted about the perspective of fre
quently returning to Budapest, to one of the most beautiful cities in the world.
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