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THESISES 

 

Dissertation subject, research goal 

The Central Library of the Budapest Corvinus University was relocated in autumn 2007 

to a new library building where a Historic Research Library was opened. The management of 

the Library aimed, in the framework of research library services, at complexly describing the 

history of the Library, including the history of the predecessors of the Budapest University of 

Economic Sciences’ Library founded in October 1948, and their library collections. This 

dissertation being the first item of this significant historic research focuses on the history and 

library collection of the Library of the Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 

Budapest, being a fundamental heritage as regards its special scientific value. The book stock 

of the Chamber was incorporated, after dissolution of the chambers, in the Library of the 

Hungarian University of Economic Sciences founded in 1948, and thereafter it was handled as 

a separate collection. Later on, the stock of old volumes of museum piece was established by 

selecting the volumes published before 1850. 

The research mainly aimed at modelling how the traditional historic study of resources 

is integral with the library means of the IT technology of the third thousand years, how 

common online catalogues of the integrated library systems, and digitized content provision 

can help virtual reconstruction of old collections which were destroyed in part or in whole. 

 

Construction and content of the dissertation  

STRUCTURE 

The history of libraries has always been subject to the current situation of their parent 

bodies. According to this, the dissertation describes the stages of the history of chambers’ 

development (since 1850, the date of foundation of Hungarian chambers by royal order until 

their economic culmination in the last years of the 19th century), and the increase of the 

Chamber Library is put in this framework. The development of the Chamber was essentially 

determined by the person of the Chamber’s current president whose scope of activities, role in 

the business life, interest and habitude were influencing not only the financial condition of the 

Library, but also the enrichment of books as regards their content. Therefore it is necessary to 

present the presidents of the Chamber at least through outlining the elements of primary 

importance of their biography. The first public reference library of Budapest was headed by a 

responsible librarian already in 1900, i.e. the guiding principle of the chronology is to present 

the chief librarian, and the results attained by him in the development of the Library until 
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1948. The director of the Library of the new University of Economic Sciences was, between 

1948 and 1951, responsible for receiving the inherited collections, acquiring new curricula, 

and organizing and operating the library network. Later on the Chamber Library became the 

special collection of the book stock of the university library. In the 1980s, it was already a 

pressing statutory obligation to select the volumes of the special collection published before 

1850. Pursuant to Decree No. 22/2005 NKÖM of the Ministry of National Cultural Heritage, 

public libraries shall make accessible the scope of their old printed papers and books 

published before 1850; and, in conformity with this provision, the recataloguing of volumes 

of museum piece in the online catalogue made it possible to reconstruct the original outlines 

of the Chamber Library.   

 

CONTENT 

The prehistory of chambers’ foundation dates back to the period of the war of 

independence in 1848-1949 when the first Hungarian constitutional ministry wanted to 

modernize trade and industry. The aim of the measure taken by the government on 26 May 

1848 was, in all probability, to found a chamber in Pest, but the political and military events 

of those years prevented the government from such foundation. 

The first presidents of the Pest Chamber of Commerce and Industry were as follows: 

Antal Valero,       from June 1850 to 1851 (until his resignation), 

 József Appiano    from June 1851 to April 1852 (he was provisional deputy president), 

Antal Valero       from April 1852 to 1853, 

József Appiano   from 1854 to 1856, 

Rudolf Fuchs      from 1857 to 1858 

Frigyes Kochmeister (later Baron) (1816 to 1907) from 1859 to September 1891, until his 

resignation. 

(In the meantime, the name of the Chamber changed into Pest-Buda Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry in 1852, and Budapest Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 1873.) 

The acquisitions of the Chamber Library were insignificant in the first decades of its 

operation; it consisted of 11,059 volumes at the time of the first national statistical records 

created by Aladár György (1844 to 1906) in 1885. The main reason is perhaps that the Library 

had no separate premises until 1895; the Library and also the Chamber took place in the 

building of the Exchange Palace /Tőzsdepalota/. 

Leó Lánczy (1852 to 1921), president of the Hungarian Commercial Bank of Pest 

initiated, as chamber president from 1893 to 1920, to erect a separate seat in accordance with 
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the importance of the Chamber. Artúr Meinig (1853 to 1904), architect was responsible for 

the plans of the building. The Library was also mentioned at the end of the list describing the 

relevant needs. It was Rezső Krejcsi (1850 to 1928), book collector and writer, under-

secretary to the Chamber who realized the importance of the Library. He won Ágost Pulszky 

(1846 to 1901), liberal leader, first president of the Sociological Association to the cause, and 

Lánczy soon realized the potential of publicity implied in the Library, therefore they had the 

management of the commercial bank approved the foundation of a public reference library. 

Ágost Pulszky recommended Ervin Szabó (1877 to 1918), one of his excellent students for the 

librarian of the Chamber collection. 

 The seat was ceremonially inaugurated in November 1900, and the Library of the 

Budapest Chamber of Commerce and Industry became a public library from 1 December 

1901. The decorative catalogue of the Library, prefaced by Ervin Szabó, listing 17,145 works 

was published in 1902. Ervin Szabó headed the Library until 1904, and developed it to a 

library of high level collection with regard to scientific requirements. His extensive foreign 

professional connections promoted international exchange activities, by which up-to-date 

German, French, English, and American trade books were incorporated in the book stock of 

the Library for several years even after his retirement. He introduced the Prussian Instructions 

for the bibliographical description of the books, and he used the Dewey decimal system for 

setting up the classified order of books.  

Ervin Szabó retired from the Chamber Library in 1904, and he was replaced by István  

Varró (1878 to 1963). Varró was also member of the Sociological Association, so he and 

Ervin Szabó jointly published the Sociological Bibliography in the Economic Review, and 

jointly participated in the edition and publication of the Twentieth Century of the Association. 

In the period between the two World Wars they continued to keep the Book of Visitors 

opened by Ervin Szabó in 1903, which made it possible to follow the circle of readers using 

the special reading room. The list of readers’ names covers the members of the Sociological 

Association, the Galilei Circle, the Twentieth Century association, and the prominent figures 

of the economic ideological history as well.  

 The Library of the University of Economic Sciences established in 1848 moved to the 

building of the Main Customs Palace /Fővám Palota/ in winter of 1950-1951. The new 

university library started, on 5 August 1950, to take the stock inventory – among the library 

book stocks allocated to the duties of the University – of 90,000 volumes of the Library of the 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 25,000 volumes of the Library of the Faculty of 

Economic Sciences of the Hungarian Royal University (Budapest), and approx. 10,000 
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documents of the Library of the Economic Faculty of József Nádor University of Technics 

and Economic Sciences.  

From 1983, every book published before 1850 was selected within the framework of 

the overall inventory of the Central Library. Studying the possessor’s notes, ex-librises, and 

possessor’s impresses revealed during the cataloguing of the books of museum piece made it 

possible to outline, in the stock of the University of Economic Sciences,  the history of legal 

predecessors, the book stocks at the time of foundation, and other collections incorporated in 

the book stocks. 

 

Scientific results, thesises 

 

1. The Catalogue of the Chamber started in 1870 already covered the masterpieces of 

great Hungarian and foreign economists in the second half of the 19th century (such 

masterpieces were obviously placed on the simple bookshelves of the Chamber already in the 

first decades of the enrichment of the Chamber Library): the masters’ and followers’ family 

tree with respect to national economy is shown on the pages of the inventory book of museum 

piece. The identification, in the online catalogue, of the titles and authors identified with 

manuscript research methods can mean full success. 

2. The minutely detailed portrait of Ervin Szabó was enriched also with another small 

civil liberal element: Ervin Szabó commenced his career in the Chamber Library, and it was 

there where, during fifty one months, his professional publishing activity and his work in the 

special literature developed, and continued thereafter in the publications of the Metropolitan 

Library. He had the possibility to take part in building the monumental seat of the Chamber 

by his advices on the Library, he obtained the financial means required to enrich the Library, 

and, on this stable basis, he could introduce, first in Hungary, the Prussian Instructions, and 

the Dewey decimal system. Owing to all these and the Chamber Catalogue edited by him he 

became famous as regards his profession all over Europe. He as librarian of the Chamber was 

entrusted by the International Bibliographical Institute (Brussels) with taking part in starting 

the records of the world bibliography of the economic literature. He had the possibility to 

publish two volumes of the Bibliographia Economica Universalis under an international 

publishing venture in 1903. 

3. The mentality of the Chamber Library was formed, at the turn of the century and also 

in the years between the two World Wars, by the Pulszky followers, the Sociological 

Association, the Galilei Circle and the Twentieth Century association, so the Chamber Library 
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became a free liberal circle in which the leading economists and university students of the age 

could without restriction browse in the books and foreign periodicals, dictionaries, and 

lexicons not found in other libraries. 

4. The structure of the history of the Chamber Library can be revealed by studying five 

books, five volumes of big folio size: an old Book-List with records describing new 

acquisitions from 1870 to 1890, three volumes of the Books of Visitors with the data, name, 

profession, and address of readers until the 1930s, and the subject of the books or journals 

asked by them; the fifth volume is the Binding Register laid down between 1938 and 1952; 

such volumes prove at the same time the legal continuity of the Chamber Library until the 

establishment of the Central Library of the University of Economic Sciences.  

5. The primary means of a collection’s reconstruction includes, however, the 

bibliographical exhibition in the online catalogue within the framework of which the volumes 

acquired from several places can also be brought together on basis of the earmarks, and the 

provenance of the volumes may be revealed based on the shelfmarks, ex-librises, and 

possessor’s impresses. Furthermore, the catalogue record of a volume ensures access to the 

book from any place. 

6. The construction of the Chamber seat increased the importance of the Chamber in 

those days, and the prestige of the Chamber further increased by opening the economic 

special public library; therefore it is also proved that a book collection of high value has 

always legitimized its parent body.          

 

My publications and lectures published in the field of the dissertation 
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SZŐNYI Éva: Elektronikus dokumentumok feldolgozása az online katalógus számára : A 

Budapesti Corvinus Egyetem Központi Könyvtárának online katalógusa 
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BOOK 

 

SZŐNYI Éva: Liber oeconomicus.… / [a könyveket válogatta és a szöveget írta Szőnyi Éva] ; 

[fotó, ... Dáva Iván] ; [angolra ford. Thomas Williams]. – Budapest : Budapesti Corvinus 
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LECTURES - PROCEEDINGS 

 

SZŐNYI Éva: Visszamenőleges feldolgozás a Budapesti Közgazdaságtudományi Egyetem 

Központi Könyvtárában : Korreferátum. – (Retrospektív konverzió a nagykönyvtárak 
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SZŐNYI Éva: Képek a Budapesti Kereskedelmi és Iparkamara Könyvtára történetéből : 

előadás és prezentáció. - (155 éves a közgazdasági szakkönyvtári ellátás. Régmúlt – 

közelmúlt –jelen). – Budapest : MKE Bibliográfiai Szekció – BCE Központi Könyvtár, 2006. 

november 23. - Konferencia és kiállítás a Budapesti Corvinus Egyetem Központi 

Könyvtárában 

 

SZŐNYI Éva: A Budapesti Corvinus Egyetem Központi Könyvtárának kutatókönyvtári 

szolgáltatásai : előadás. – (Új könyvtári épület – új szolgáltatások). – Budapest : MKE 

Bibliográfiai Szekció – MKE Műszaki Könyvtárosok Szervezete, 2008. január 31.  

 

SZŐNYI Éva: Hagyomány és új szolgáltatás : előadás és prezentáció. – (Régi nyomtatványok 

reneszánsza) . - Budapest : XV. Budapesti Nemzetközi Könyvfesztivál, 2008. április 25. - 

MKE Bibliográfiai Szekció rendezvénye a Könyvtáros Klubban 
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Könyvtár, 2008. szeptember 20. - Kulturális Örökség Napok 

 

 

SZŐNYI Éva: A könyvtáros, aki kiadványt szerkeszt: Liber oeconomicus :   

könyvbemutató. – (Kiadói gondok könyvtáros szemmel). – Budapest : XVI. Budapesti 

Nemzetközi Könyvfesztivál, 2009. április 24. - MKE Bibliográfiai Szekció rendezvénye a 

Könyvtáros Klubban 
 

 

SZŐNYI Éva: A kultúra szentélyei a BCE Történeti Kutatókönyvtárában : előadás. – 

(Szakrális terek). – Budapest : BCE Központi Könyvtár, 2009. szeptember 19. – Kulturális 
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INTERVIEW 

 

Esti beszélgetés a kultúráról : pódiumbeszélgetés / résztvevők Bakos Klára, Dippold 

Péter, Kégli Ferenc, Szőnyi Éva ; riporter Filippinyi Éva ; szerkesztő Kövesdy Zsuzsa  

Elhangzott: mr1 Kossuth Rádió, 2008. április 24. 22,25. 

 

Hogyan gyarapodik egy Könyvtár? / előadás az MTVA Mindenki Akadémiája   műsorában. 
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