
1 
 

 

 

 

GYÖRGY LUKÁCS 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL ASPIRATIONS 

IN THE SOCIALIST YUGOSLAVIA 

(1966-1971) 

THESES OF DOCTORAL DISSERTATION 

 

 

 

 

 

Eötvös Loránd University 

Faculty of Humanities 

PhD School of History 

History of Eastern Europe in the 19th and 20th centuries – PhD Programme 

 

 

Supervisor: Dr. József Juhász CSc., Associate Professor with Habilitation  

Budapest, 2014 

  



2 
 

 

I. CHOICE OF SUBJECT 
 

In Yugoslavia's history, the second half of the 1960s was a period of reforms resulting in significant 
changes in the economic, and then in the political and social system. The aims of the economic reform 
announced in 1965 included the greater promotion of market relationships, the higher involvement in 
the world market and the strengthening of the banks and companies. 
De-etatization, decentralization and the launch of reforms were not only explained with the economic 
problems, but with ideological considerations as well. Following the Yugoslav–Soviet split in 1948, 
Yugoslavia enjoyed a special status in the bipolar world. With the reform, the leaders of the country 
also created a chance to build a socialist regime that indeed differs from the Soviet model. The 
favourable international situation also allowed that. 
The third main argument of the reform's advocates was that it may solve the growing problems of the 
multi-ethnic state, and it may alleviate the persistent tensions between member states caused by the 
disputes about the allocation of the federation's resources. In my dissertation I made an attempt to 
introduce the developments of this period particularly from this last point of view. 
The leadership of the League of Communists of Yugoslavia had fragmented opinions regarding the 
economic reform. The debate evolving in the beginning of the 1960s was ideological. The supporters 
of centralism were afraid of the political and social impacts resulted by the reform. In the polemic on 
the country's future, the communists did not form groups on national basis, however common 
economic policy guidelines were not suitable to equally serve the interests of regions with different 
levels of development. In my work, I describe the process resulted in that the strengthening communist 
leaders of the republics and provinces became increasingly determined to stand up for the economic 
interests of their own member states and autonomous provinces. I also introduce the appearance of 
non-party forces – benefiting from the growing freedom of political expression – that set out new 
alternatives, as well as the way, how serious conflicts re-emerged among the nations. 
The fate of the country was greatly influenced by the developments taking place in Croatia, Slovenia, 
Serbia and in its southern autonomous province, Kosovo and Metohija. At the same time, national 
issues did not determine the political life of Montenegro and Vojvodina (Serbia's northern autonomous 
province), as political parties were organized on the basis of other principles there. The situation of 
Macedonia was special. In this member state, reformed communists led by Krszte Crvenkovszki came 
into power, and they defended the country's national independence. The Macedonian Church became 
independent with the support of Yugoslavian leadership, and considerable progress was made in the 
'creation' of national history. They took actions against Albanian and Turkish aspirations threatening 
the Macedonian statehood, however, in Macedonia, there were no significant national efforts to 
demolish the Yugoslavian statehood. The case of Bosnia and Herzegovina – a member state made up 
of 3 nations – is also unique. The recognition of national status of the population with Muslim roots 
was made during the examined period. The formal confirmation of independence of the ethnic group 
'stuck between two big nationalisms' had great impacts on the subsequent events, so it is indispensable 
to discuss this question in detail. 
To understand the processes leading to the breakup of Yugoslavia it is crucial to introduce the 
developments of this period and to analyse the changes. In my dissertation, I highlight the fact that the 
fundamental cleavages that have shaken the foundations of the Yugoslavian state in the second half of 
the 1980s could already be clearly seen at the end of the 1960s. The examined period occupies an 
important place in the history of the former Yugoslavian states. This was a time of birth of new ideas 
and thoughts that proved to determine the future. The ambitions of the Croatian, Serbian, Slovenian 
and Macedonian reformed communists, who led the member states in the examined period, as well as 
their ideas on the socialist development strategies, and the concepts worked out by them and the 
opposition intellectuals are not well-known in Hungary and in the West compared to the reform efforts 
of other countries in the region, in particular the aspirations of 1953-1956, the efforts of 1968 in 
Czechoslovakia and the ambitions of the Polish Solidarity. These reform forces removed – in a less 
spectacular way – by Yugoslavian 'internal' intervention definitely deserve much more attention from 
the historians researching the history of Central and Eastern Europe after the Second World War. This 
is why the dissertation is focusing on the introduction and the analysis of domestic processes, although 
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the Yugoslavian developments are in many ways in line with the international trends of the period, 
which include the new wave of reforms in some socialist states, and the so called ethnic renaissance 
(the identities of small nations are regaining strength across the globe) that began at that time. 
 
 

II. STRUCTURE OF THE THESIS 
 

In my dissertation, I was about to make a parallel implementation of the chronological and spatial 
analysis of the subject. I tried to discuss the events of the individual republics and autonomous 
provinces on a federal-based level by possibly analyzing the reactions of other Yugoslav republics and 
their autonomous provinces and the parallel events. The events of the era are closely related and 
cannot be interpreted as such. Due to the unique political situation in Yugoslavia, its internal affairs 
were particularly affected by international events which I tried to introduce as well. 
I discussed the historical background of the political history of processes in details, analyzed the 
relevant federal and republican party events in the aspect of the struggle between party factions and 
activities of the intellectuals. The first proposal of the Serbian question in Yugoslavia can be related to 
the appearance of the writer Ćosić and the historian Jovan Marjanović at the XIV. meeting of the 
Central Committee of the League of Communists of Serbia. The opinion against the Yugoslav national 
policy formulated by the two intellectuals characterizes the changing views and concerns regarding the 
changes of the Serbian Communist wing, thus the XIV . meeting is also discussed in a separate 
chapter. The X session of the Central Committee of the League of Communists of Croatia, one of the 
most significant political events of Post-World War Croatia where the communist leadership openly 
came up with the situation of Croatia within the federation, had far much significance which is also 
discussed in a separate chapter. One of the most important political event in the history after the 
second world war in Croatia, where the Communist leadership openly raised the question of 
federation's position in Croatia. The unfolding Croatian crisis of 1971, the breakup of the League of 
Communists of Croatia into two fractions, the process of the development of the more critical side 
regarding national statehood and the free market has been however discussed in a separate chapter. 
After the Brijuni plenum, the transformation of the federal structure of the Federal Constitutional was 
carried out with the amendments accepted in 1967 and 1968 to the Federal Constitution, and mostly 
with the amendments in 1971, these were separately discussed including details on the various 
republican and provincial reactions. The federal reform was carried out according to the vision of 
Edvard Kardelj, his role was so considerable that some authors speak about the end of Tito's 
Yugoslavia, thus the imaginations of the main ideologist of the country were also analyzed in a 
separate chapter. 
Obviously, a separate chapter was dedicated to analyze the Kosovo Albanian movement, in which a 
single unit is presented for the long-term crucial question of the intensified emigration of the Kosovo 
Serb and Montenegrin population in the analyzed period. At the end of the thesis it was also 
introduced in a separate chapter how the official national recognition was possible as a result of the 
strengthening Muslim-rooted communist elite and intellectual endeavors and with the favorable 
national and international situation and the support of large groups Muslim residents, who could 
become members of an officially acknowledged founder nation of the last two decades of socialist 
Yugoslavia. 
 
 

III. SOURCES, LITERATURE REVIEW 
 

This crucial period of Yugoslavia still cannot be categorized within the topics revealed without 
ideological bias themes and scientific accuracy. The ongoing political debates of successor states and 
the different interpretations of the experts of different countries significantly encumber objective 
discernment. However, members of the latest generation of historians are increasingly interested in the 
subject and the results of the common past are judged in a more objective way. They also put more 
emphasis on analyzing events at a pan-Yugoslav level and on foreign political impacts. For 
researching the topic there are publications available created by the relatively free press of the era, the 
relevant changes brought by party events, documents, the international and national literature as well 
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as the speeches of determinant politicians and intellectuals and memoirs and reminiscences written by 
them . 
The Hungarian experts of the one- time Yugoslavia deal with the topic in several of their works: In his 
studies and separate monographs József Juhász introduced the events at a Yugoslavian level, Dénes 
Sokcsevits analyzed the Croatian transformation, Imre Szilágyi consulted about the Slovenian 
aspirations and in many of his writings, Imre Ress revealed the details of the process which led to the 
official recognition of the Muslim nation. 
From the relevant western biographies I primarily found the works of Dennison Rusinow released in 
1977, entitled The Yugoslav Experiment 1948-74 volumes,  the writings  the works of the also 
American Paul Shoup, Nationalism and Federalist in Yugoslavia from 1962 to 1991 written by 
Sabrina P. Ramet, John R. Lampe ’s Yugoslavia as History. Twice There was a Country and Yugoslav 
Socialism: Theory and Practice written by Harold Lydall, indeed useful.  
There are several innovative ideas regarding the era included in the book of Slovenian Joţ e Pirjevec: 
Jugoslavija 1918-1992. Nastanek, razvoj ter razpad Karadjordjevićeve in Titove Jugoslavije and Dejan 
Jović’s Jugoslavija: drţ ava koja je odumrla: Uspon pad i kriza Kardeljeve Jugoslavije (1974-1990) 
rather politological work, which sees the roots of disintegration of the socialist Yugoslavia  with the 
starting transformation of the discussed era. To understand the Yugoslavian processes the books of 
Dušan Bilandţ ić published before the regime change, and a detailed analyses dealing with the more 
detailed analyses of Croatian events of the latter, Hrvatska moderna povijest. 
To analyze the impact of the international circumstances on the Yugoslavian events I used the studies 
of the professor at the University of Zagreb, Tvrtko Jakovina and the doctoral dissertation of the 
researcher from Zadar, Ante Batović: Nacionalni pokret u Hrvatskoj od 1966 do 1972. The Croatian 
experts processed the relevant Western diplomatic reports and the most important materials of Western 
archives related to the subject, except the NATO-related documents almost all materials are available. 
The Russian archival material, however, currently cannot be researched, its processing has not 
happened yet, thus the role of the Soviet Union is still questionable and disputable until recently. In 
the case of Slovenia and even more Croatia foreign emigration activity often played a major role in 
shaping the internal political events. At this point I would like to highlight the monograph about 
Branimir Jelić written by Jere Jareb and the writings of a member of the Croatian political emigration 
Jakša Kušan. 
In order to analyze the Croatian events the works which were published by Matica hrvatska about The 
Declaration About the Name and Situation of Croatian Literary Language published in 1997 are 
available. Among the comprehensive works dealing with the history of Croatia I would like to 
highlight Zdenko Radelić’s Hrvatska u Jugoslaviji 1945 – 1992 book, which relevant chapters and the 
studies of Dušan Bilandţ ić helped a lot in understanding the transformation of the former Yugoslavia. 
The latter was a character in the events of the era, his memoirs include much relevant information and 
the same can be said about the thick book of Zdravko Vuković, a former head of the Serbian RTV. 
Among the numerous memoirs of the characters of The Croatian Spring I would like to highlight the 
extensive work of Savka Dabčević -Kučar and the memoir of Miko Tripalo, Hrvatsko proljeće, which 
includes a very thorough analyses of the events, of course from his own perspective. In the late sixties 
and early seventies, Tripalo not only gave his views in the press, he also published further separate 
books. It would be difficult to understand the Croatian reformist ideology without these. The same can 
be said about his most influential opponent within the party, Vladimir Bakarić, who also expressed his 
views on the further developments of Yugoslavia and Croatia in separate books. 
Besides the works of the most radical representatives of Matica hrvatska, Šime Đodan and Hrvoje 
Šošić written in the given period, while reviewing the literature one can also make a good use of their 
papers, published after Croatia became independent. On the pages of Hrvatsko pitanje 1918-90, which 
was published in 1991, Đodan gives a summary of his theories during the Croatian Spring, while the 
same picture can be drawn of Šošić's views from his Za čiste račune book from 1970. The memoirs 
and analitical essays of the student leaders, and the book of Tihomir Ponoš with the title of Na rubu 
revolucije: studenti ’71., which introduces the Croatian student movements, can also be considered as 
important sources of information about the era. Reading the papers of figures with outstanding role in 
the Croatian Spring, published after the change of the regime can also be just as useful as reviewing 
the studies, written for conferences held about this topic. 
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For understanding the events happening in Serbia in the meantime, it is necessary to get to know Jasna 
Dragović Soso’s Spasioci nacije: intelektualna opozicija Srbije i oţ ivljavanje nacionalizma, published 
in 2004, which reviews the process of the formation of Serbian opposition and nationalism. 
Furthermore, deep and detailed analyses of the topic can be found in the scientific papers of Milivoj 
Bešlin and in his doctoral dissertation under the title of Nacionalno pitanje u Srbiji krajem šezdesetih i 
početkom sedamdesetih godina dvadesetog veka, which was defended at the University of Novi Sad. 
Among the several books analysing Serbian history, relevant works of Ljubodrag Dimić are those, 
which emphasize the Serbian point of view about the events. Opinion of the main critic of the 
transforming Yugoslavian national politics, Dobrica Ćosić can be read in several of his books, but the 
works of Andrija Gams and Mihailo Đurić about the threats for Serbia caused by the reforms of the 
federation are also available. Among all the “Serbian liberalists” the works of Marko Nikezić and 
Mirko Tepavac both give good summary of the topic. The book of Zatvaranje kruga: ishod političkog 
rascepa u SKJ 1971/72, written by the later became historian Latinka Perović contains a deep and 
detailed analysis of the events. An extensive memoir of Dragoslav Draţ a Marković, the Ţivot i 
politika 1967-1978 can also be perceived as a significant and accurate source of information about the 
era.  
While reviewing the events of Kosovo, the author tended to collect information about the results of 
Albanian researchers by those Serbian and Westen scientists, who cited them. Besides the book of 
Miranda Vickers, Between Serb and Albanian: A History of Kosovo, the works of Noel Malcolm and 
Gilles Troude turned out to be really useful. The latter published his books in Serbian language and 
gives a different point of view to the readers. The works written by Spasoje Đaković, Dragan 
Marković, Sava Krţ avac, Radošin Rajović and Branko Horvat at the end of the 1980’s also contain 
some useful detailed studies, however they have to be handled with certain amount of criticism. The 
author also used some of the sociological studies of Marina Blagojević for analysing the emigration of 
Serbians and Montenegrins from Kosovo. 
Edvard Kardelj, the main figure of transition in the analysed period, explained his views in several 
series of his books. The well-known communist with Slovene origin also analysed the events, which 
have been hapeing in his own state. Among all the Slovene historians the mentioned era was studied 
the most by professor of the University of Ljubljana, Boţ o Repe, who also published a monography 
under the title of „Liberalizem“ v Sloveniji. Together with Joţ e Prinčič economic historian, the 
professor wrote the biography of Stane Kavčič, who – following Kardelj – was the most important 
figure of this period. In his other extensive works Prinčič describes in details all the economic 
questions related to Slovene citizens. The Slovene interior affairs in the analysed period were 
significantly determined by the road scandal, which is explained quite well in Igor Omeza’s 
monography. Furthermore for better understanding of all the events it is important to study the memoir 
of Stane Kavčič. 
As the topic about the Muslims in Bosnia is quite complex, besides getting to know the previously 
mentioned Noel Malcolm and his works, it is necessary to review the books published by Muslim 
authors as well. One outstanding leader of the era, Atif Purivatra describes his views in large number 
of articles and summarises them in his book, the Nacionalni i politički razvitak Muslimana, which was 
published in 1969. Later on Fadil Ademović was the editor of the biography about the life and work of 
Purivatra. The works of Esad Ćimić sociologist, the study of Od tradicije do identiteta: geneza 
nacionalnog pitanja bosanskih Muslimana written by Muhamed Hadţ ijahić and Bošnjačka politika u 
XX. stoljeću by Šaćir Filandra helps a lot to understand the way leading to the official recognition of 
the Muslim nation. 
 
 

IV. SUMMATION 
 

During the existence of the socialist Yugoslavia – plainly or on a hidden way - the national question 
had always been one of the main issues of politics. From the view-point of the country’s subsistence, 
apart from the ethnical, cultural and lingual differences, the most important issues were the economic 
conflicts, the oppositions of interests originated from the different developmental level of the member 
states with different historical development. The reform, introduced by the communist leadership in 
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the 1960s, tried to solve the problem by the rise of the economic independence. As far as they were 
concerned, the country couldn’t stay on the ideological stage of the unitarist Yugoslavism. 
With the introduction of the confederate elements they fulfilled several national demands. Most of the 
Croatians, Slovenians, Macedonians and Kosovo Albanians felt that thanks to the reform, their rights 
to have a national state came into existence. In the freer political atmosphere the right-wing 
intelligentsia also activated itself. Wide layers of the society started to be concerned in national 
questions, which were believed to be out of date that time. In the end of the 1960s, the ideas 
concerning nationality and state had been renewed in all the nations of Yugoslavia. The renessaince of 
the previously mentioned ideas caused the withdrawal of the idea of a multi-national Yugoslavia, 
therefore, it did not prove any cause for  the legitimate existence of a multi-national Yugoslavia. The 
conception, based on socialism and the brotherhood-unity ideology, or in other words the conception, 
based on the ethnic relation started the change during the mentioned period, as a result of which 
process ethnic relativity became less important as it used to be. The member states started to behave as 
they were sovereign entities. More and more signs started to reflect the fact that they were about to 
become independent nation states. And the abolition of centralism by the  Alliance of Yugoslavian 
Communists strengthened the previously mentioned process unconsciously. 
Severe conflicts emerged. The arguments of the Croatian and the Serbian intelligentsia mentioned 
topics concerning cultural issues, which had not been mentioned before. For example the 
emancipation of the Croatians and the rights of the Serbians living outside of the Serbian member 
state. The first controversial case following the meeting of Brion made the rapport of the Tito politics 
to national questions clear: after the acts against the Croatian and the Serbian intelligentsia, after the 
several exclusions from the party and other retortions, certain demands have been accomplished on a 
federate level. The same thing happened after the demonstrations which had taken place during the 
winter of 1968 in Kosovo. Less than one month after the breaking-down of the demonstrations 
amendments extended the rights of the states. 
The emancipation of the Kosovo Albanians was supported by the power, The republic status was not 
provided for Kosovo, in spite of the fact that the Yugoslavian model acknowledged nations as the 
holders of sovereignty. It became obvious during this period that no provisions could satisfy the 
Kosovo Albanians, nothing could make them loyal to the Yugoslavian state. The provisions to please 
them included the increase of federal financial supports, the support of their national rights and their 
institutions, the measures also provided opportunity for them to found their own university, and to 
increase the overall standard of living.  
Economically speaking, the highly developed Slovenia also faced conflict. The leader of the reform 
communists, Stane Kavčič was responsible for the first straightforward protest against the decisions of 
the federal government. Slovenia’s application for an international loan - to develop the infrastructure 
of the country - had been turned down. The previously mentioned infrastructure development was one 
of the key elements of the country’s economic development strategy, that is why its leeway caused 
fierce reactions. Dissatisfaction could be detected in all the bodies of the power, basically it raised a 
nation-wide outcry. 
There was a peculiar duplicity in Tito’s politics concerning nationality: in Macedonia and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina the development of national feelings had been supported. The previously mentioned 
member state was allowed to found a national church, while in the other member state the Muslim 
religion had been officially accepted as a national religion. On the other hand, the federal power tried 
to oppress Croatian and mostly Serbian nationalism, which were regarded as the biggest threaten 
against the stability of the federal government.  
The Croatian national movement was the strongest one. The Croatian reform communist leadership 
went the furthest in their demands to reduce the power of the federal government, and in the 
enforcement of the republican independence. The non communist participants of the Croatian national 
movement were also the strongest and the most highly organized ones in material and in spiritual 
sense as well. It was the Croatian national phenomenons which were the most loudly condemned by 
the Yugoslavian leadership. On the other hand the federal government thought that the biggest 
threaten was the rising of the most populous nation’s nationalism, in other words, Serbian nationalism.  
The ”Serbian liberals” - not in accordance with the traditional Serbian nationalist paradigm - supported 
the reform of the federation, they accepted it as the part of the reform, which they thought was the 
interest of their state because of the opportunity it provided for the creation of a modern, industrialized 
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Serbia. In order to achieve this purpose, they had to overcome a strong resistence. Fort he significant 
percentage of the Serbian intelligentsia the weakening of the federation meant the threatening of the 
national unity because of th ebig number of the Serbians living outside of the Serbian member state. 
National energies accumulated against the federationist state structure, for a Big-Serbia, or for a 
Yugoslavia with a Serbian leadership. The critical Serbian intelligentsia gave up its Yugoslavian 
unitarist ideas, it rejected the idea of a decentralized Yugoslavia. The groups gathered mostly around 
Dobrica Ćosić and Mihailo Đurić, started to talk about the non-equal situation of the Serbian people, 
the borderlines of the territory of the Serbian member state which was inappropriate in factitial, in 
historical and in ethnic sense; and they also started to talk about the amendments which were forced 
upon them by the Croatian, the Slovenian, and the Albanian separatism. 
The events predected the future with dezintegration. The most important cohesional power was 
President Tito and the Yugoslavian People's Army (JNA), furthermore the gret-power interests also 
supported the preservation of the unity. The events reached their peak point in 1971. The crisis in 
Croatia followed by the amendments, the spliti n the HKSZ and the nationalist penomenons also 
supports the previously mentioned fact. The events in Croatia had proven that the alteration - which 
started in the beginning of the 1960s and speeded up after the 1965 economic reform - , the 
decentralization and the freer political atmosphere did not manage to strengthen the integrational 
processes on a short term, arsy-versy. It became clear that neither historical canes link Yugoslavia 
together, nor common economic interests, and the socialist social order did not prove itself to be a 
strong cohesional power. As far as the Yugoslavian leadership was concerned the national movements 
evolved from the member states and provinces meant a threaten. That is why they removed the reform 
wing of the Croatian Communist Alliance, which did not manage to step up against the spread of 
nationalism; they broke down the Croatian intelligentsia and the student movements, after that they 
also discharged the reformers of the other member states. The Yugoslavian upper political elite led by 
Tito closured a period by force. It used force to neutralize powers which emerged as a consequence of 
the weakening of the dictatorship.  
The vision of Tito, according to which the reform of the federation, the sovereignty of the members of 
the federation would stabilize the country, did not come true. That was the time, when masses started 
to gather under their national flags. The reckoning with the reformers made it obvious that there is no 
Yugoslavia without a unified party. The events of this period also intimated the historical perspectives 
of the country by taking its economic, political, social and ethnical structures into consideration. In 
accordance with the tactics of Tito, after the removal of reformers, by the modification of the rules of 
foreign currency management and by the approval of the federal constitution, the demands of the 
reformers have been fulfilled. However, the Yugoslavian leadership could take it for granted that the 
federalization can be executed without any kind of extreme national orientation, or without the 
threatening of the power of the party. 


