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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
 

I.1. Motivation 
 
The topic of my research is the Hungarian students at the universities of 
England, Scotland and Ireland during the long 19th century (1789–1919). 
In the beginning of the 21st century, we are living in a period when the 
system and structure of higher education in the European Union 
countries are being harmonized; we are living in a period when 
educational and investigational knowledge are continuously developing 
(international information exchange). 
 In the 19th century it was also natural to study abroad and get a 
degree at foreign universities. In the Eastern European countries it was a 
policy to facilitate studying the modernization of Western Europe. There 
were many ways of examining new scientific achievements, for instance: 
building international relationships over diplomats, international 
societies, building contacts with foreign research centers. One way of 
examining new foreign scientific achievements was sending students to 
Western universities with scholarships. 
 My research is part of the Hungarian peregrination-research 
program which makes scientific investigations on the social and cultural 
characteristics of Hungarians who studied abroad. The Leslie Szogi-
research group focuses on the higher-educational relationships of 
Hungary from the middle ages to the beginning of the 20th century. 
 On one hand, I attempt to collect and compile the list of those 
Hungarian and Transylvanian students who studied at the universities 
and higher educational institutions of England, Scotland and Ireland 
between 1789 and 1919. 
 On the other hand, I give an outline of the results of my research, 
so I reveal the individual career of Hungarians concerned with English 
and Scottish peregrination (making prosopography). The revelation of 
the Hungarian students’ English and Scottish experiences as well as the 
analysis of their carriers broaden and deepen the investigational 
experiences of the Anglo-Saxon – Hungarian cultural history relations. 
 Extensive research which is specifically focusing on the 19th 
century’s peregrines at British universities has not been made yet. 
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Consequently the compilation of the student-list – containing the 
Hungarian and Transylvanian students who studied in 
England/Scotland/Ireland between 1789 and 1919, – and the 
reconstruction of their carriers is unique. Moreover, the historical 
sources in England/Scotland containing facts about Hungarian and 
Transylvanian students (their letters, articles or books they composed) 
count as Hungarica, so this research is part of the external collection of 
Hungarica. These Hungarian-related materials broaden the collection of 
the Hungarian National Archives and the National Library. 
 
 
 I.2. Hypothesis of dissertation 
 
 The British studies of Hungarian peregrines continue in the modern 

age. 
 Mostly scholarships can cover the expense of British studies and the 

long journey. 
 The studies of the Hungarian peregrines are short with specific target, 

which means lectures of modern science. 
 The number of the peregrines can be somewhere around 250, at the 

same amount of the Hungarian peregrines in the Netherlands in the 
19th century. 

 Only the members of the Hungarian elite and a very special group 
could study in England and in Scotland. Therefore we assume that 
they had a unique carrier in Hungary or in other European countries. 

 The Hungarian peregrines gained modern knowledge in England, and 
they reached new scientific achievements in Hungary. Their 
educational and scientific experiences had an influence on the 
modernization of Hungary in the 19th century. 
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II. METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
 
 
My research includes the foreign studies of Hungarian students who 
studied in the higher educational institutions of England and Scotland 
during the long 19th century. 

 
 
II.1. Geographical boundaries of the research 

 
The geographical boundaries of the research are determined by a 
research group. The aim is to collect all the Hungarians, who studied in 
England, Scotland and Ireland. Hungarian students are those students 
who were born on the territory of Hungarian Kingdom and Transylvania 
except the territory South of Drava. Those Hungarian who were born 
there, they are shown separately in the tables and diagrams. 
 Only the Irish, Scottish, English universities and higher educational 
institutions are examined in the UK. 
 
 
 II.2. Time scale of the research 
 
The time scale of the research (1789–1919) is determined by two other 
researchers. George Gömöri carried out a research on Hungarian students 
in England and Scotland in the early-modern period (1526–1789). Agnes 
Simovits dealt with those Hungarians who studied in England between 
the two World Wars. 
 
 
 II.3. Entries of database 
 
The database consists of the following entries: name, date and place of 
birth, religion, father’s occupation, start and end date of foreign studies, 
location of the British higher educational institution, scholarship, 
subjects, elementary education, Hungarian high school and university, 
other foreign university, carrier, sources. 
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 II.4. Aspects of data analysis 
 

 The number of peregrines in different institutions 
 The number of Hungarian enrolments in various terms 
     Courses the Hungarian students enrolled in 
 The analysis of Londoners 
 The religious distribution of the Hungarian students  
 The origin and nationality of the students 
 Sex rate 
 The effect of UK studies on the Hungarian modernization 

 
 
III. SOURCES AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
I started my research in 2004 by collecting Hungarian references. I 
browsed sources, collected references and I tried to find all of the 
Hungarian students who studied in the UK. 
 
 
 III.1. Bibliography of the 19th century British higher education 
 
The system of the British higher education is advised to know if one is 
looking for the students’ registration at the institutions. During the long 
19th century the following universities existed in England and Scotland: 
University of Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Durham, Exeter, Leeds, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Nottingham, Oxford, Sheffield, Southampton, 
London, Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow, St. Andrew’s. London is the 
most problematic, because the university was too complex and there 
were other higher-educational institutions besides the London 
University. 
 I have to add that I have not made scientific investigations at the 
University of Belfast, Dublin and Wales yet which also existed in the 
19th century. 

I used the works of Negley Harte to get to know more about the 
University of London, the University College London and the University 
College School London [HARTE–NORTH 1991.; HARTE 1986.]. 
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Among the higher educational institutions of London the London 
School of Economics has 18 Hungarian students in the 19th century. The 
history of the London School of Economics and Political Science (1895–
1995) was written by Ralf Dahrendorf [DAHRENDORF 1995.]. 

I read the works of Elisabeth Leedham-Green and G. R. Evans 
about Cambridge University [LEEDHAM–GREEN 1996.; EVANS 
CAMBRIDGE 2010.]. 

M. G. Brock and M. C. Curthoys present a very detailed Oxford 
history about the 19th century Oxford (two volumes). I also used the 
book of G. R. Evans about Oxford [EVANS OXFORD 2010.; BROCK-
CURTHOYS 1997.]. 

R. D. Anderson Scottish historian is dealing with the history of 
British education with special focus on the Scottish higher education 
[ANDERSON 2000.; ANDERSON 1995.]. 
 
 
 III.2. Hungarian sources 
 
Firstly, I focused on the documents of Hungarian archives: I found 
manuscripts about Scottish relations of the Hungarian reformed church 
(New College in Edinburgh), and English relations of the Hungarian 
Unitarian Church (Manchester New College). I especially read the 
documents of the five reformed church districts of Hungary: the 
documents of foreign affairs, and educational administration. 
 Studying in the UK would not have been possible without foreign 
and Hungarian scholarships. Therefore, secondly, I examined foreign 
relations of the Hungarian universities; I tried to collect English and 
Scottish scholarships, international conferences, documents about 
recognition of foreign degrees. I examined the annual reports of 
Hungarian universities. 
 The English relations of the Transylvanian Unitarians is examined 
by Sandor Kovacs and Elisabeth Zsakó [ZSAKÓ 2003.; KOVÁCS SÁNDOR 
2011.]. The Scottish relationship of the Hungarian Reformed Church is 
the topic of the research of Richard Horcsik and Abraham Kovacs 
[HÖRCSIK 1989.; KOVÁCS ÁBRAHÁM 2004.; KOVÁCS ÁBRAHÁM 2001.]. 
I used the results of their research too. 
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III.3. British sources 
 
I applied for the Klebelsberg Kuno and the Eötvös State Scholarship in 
order to visit the university libraries and university archives of Great 
Britain. Thanks to the Scholarships I did a six-month research in the UK 
and I compiled more than the half of the Hungarian students (c. 250 
students’ entry). 
 I examined the matriculation books of English Universities which 
contain facts about the students’ birth-places, the date of entry, and their 
fathers’ name. I also checked the registers of the colleges of London, 
Oxford and Cambridge in which I found the same data. 
 The relevant sources of the higher-educational system of London 
are in the institutions’ archives, not in a central national archive. 
Regarding London I used the registers of London University and the one 
of King’s College, moreover I collected information about the 
Manchester New College. 
 The London University consists of different kinds of institutions 
which have their own administration: the parts of London University are 
the multifunctional institutions, the colleges which were specialized in 
particular academic disciplines, the separate medical schools, the 
institutions with elastic linking to the University London. 
  
 
 III.4. Carriers of the students 
 
Above all I completed my data from different encyclopedias, and I made 
a database about c. 500 Hungarians who studied in the UK, and I 
collected a lot of information about their scholarships and their careers. 

 
 
IV. Results of the research 
 
 
Surprisingly I have already found 494 Hungarian enrolments in English, 
Scottish, and Irish universities between 1789 and 1919. To be more 
precise: 
 In England: altogether 378 students. In details: in London: 176, in 
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Cambridge: 60, in Oxford: 96, in Manchester: 5, Sheffield 1, Liverpool 
2, Leeds 1, 28 at summer courses (London or Oxford), the target 
universities of another 9 students are unknown. 
 In Scotland:  113 students. In Edinburgh: 96, in Aberdeen: 6, in 
Glasgow: 8, in St. Andrew’s: 3. 
 Ireland: I have found 2 Hungarian students who studied at the 
University of Belfast, and one in Dublin. 
 The 494 enrolments means only 443 students, because a couple of 
them studied at more than one university. 
  
The following table shows the number of students in the exact 
institution. 
 
 
 

Number of 
Hungarian 
enrolments 

Number of Hungarian students 
in the exact institution (if it is 
known) 

London 176 + 0-28 53 unknown 
  36 at holiday courses 
  34 University College of London 
  18 London School of Economics 
  11 Manchester New College 
  5 London University 
  4 King’s College 
  3 Imperial College 
  2 Royal Academy of Music 
  1 Bedford College 
  1 Royal Hospital Medical College 
  1 School of Dental Surgery 
  1 St. George’s Hospital Medical 

School 
  1 City and Guilds College 
  1 Trinity College of Music 
Oxford 96 + 0-28 59 at holiday courses 
  19 Oxford University 
  8 Manchester New College 
  4 Queen’s College 
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  2 Wadham College 
  2 Christ Church College 
  1 Pembroke College 
  1 Trinity College 
Edinburgh 
University 

96  

Cambridge Univ. 60 22 holiday course 
  13 Trinity College 
  9 Cambridge University 
  3 Sidney College 
  2 Christ’s College 
  2 Downing College 
  2 King’s College 
  2 Trinity Hall 
  2 Corpus Christi College 
  1 Pembroke College 
  1 Gonville and Caius College 
  1 St. John’s College 
Glasgow 
University 

8  

Aberdeen 
University 

6  

Manchester 
University 

5  

University of St. 
Andrew’s 

3  

Liverpool 
University 

2  

Belfast University 2  
Dublin University 1  
Leeds University 1  
Sheffield 
University 

1  

unknown  9  
sum. of enrolments 494   
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Before 1850 there were only 13 students who studied in the UK due to 
the fact that the scholarships for Hungarians were founded around that 
time. After 1850 the number of the students who studied in the UK 
increased. 
 
The majority of the Hungarian students enrolled in Art courses, to be 
more precise it means 194 students (39%). 159 Hungarians studied 
English language, English literature and grammar. 131 students studied 
Protestant and Unitarian theology (26,5%), because there were 
scholarships for Reformed and Unitarian Hungarians. 47 Hungarians 
were medical students (9.4%). A couple of them (41) studied law and 
political science (8.2%). 4.8% of the Hungarians (24 students) were 
concerned with economical studies. 16 Hungarians studied engineering. 
16 attended lectures of natural science. 9 chose music as a subject (piano 
or violin). Finally, two Hungarians were interested in agriculture. 
 
The religious distribution of the Hungarian students is the following: 
Reformed students: 137, Unitarians: 26, Roman Catholics: 53, Jews: 93, 
Evangelicals: 19. The religion of 32% of the students is unknown yet. 
Nevertheless, it can be stated that the greater part of the Hungarian 
students were Reformed who studied in the UK with the help of foreign 
and state scholarships and they studied theology at the universities of 
England and Scotland. The second biggest group is the Jewish people 
who were interested in modern subjects at English universities. 
 
 
 IV.1. Scholarships for Hungarian students 
 
Studying in the UK would not have been possible without foreign and 
Hungarian scholarships. 82 Hungarian students learnt theology at the 
New College of Edinburgh, where a foundation made it possible for 
Hungarian and Czech reformed theological students to study there from 
1863. This foundation granted every year 50 pounds per capita for 2 
people from both of the countries. 
  In 1821 the Hungarian Unitarian church established relations 
with the English Unitarians. A foundation existed for Transylvanian 
Unitarian students by the Manchester New College. This institution was 



11 
 

situated in London, but in 1889 it moved to Oxford. From 1860 this 
college welcomed 21 men from Kolozsvar who studied theology, 
pedagogy and other arts in the College. 
 Besides these foreign scholarships Hungarian ecclesiastical funds 
existed which helped students who would have liked to study in the UK. 
Among the documents of the Trans-Danubian Church District I have 
found the Szalay scholarship which provided additional resources for 
those who had already got scholarships at the New College of 
Edinburgh. 
 For the students of the Theological Academy of Budapest the 
Csortos scholarship gave financial assistance to foreign studies. 
 In other Hungarian church districts other kinds of support was 
provided to cover the students travel expenses. For instance in the 
Transylvanian Reformed Church District the Horvath Paula foundation 
gave 60 forints to students who traveled to Edinburgh. It was about 200 
korona/crowns per capita and in special cases the church district awarded 
400 crowns. 
 From the Hungarian University of Budapest there was a possibility 
to take part at summer courses at the universities of London, Oxford and 
Cambridge. 147 students had the chance to travel to the UK for the 
purpose of bettering their English and for listening to interesting lectures 
about their subjects. 
 Besides these, there were other foundations in Hungary to help the 
students’ studies in the UK. Medical students after having finished their 
studies could gain experiences at English universities with the Bene and 
Schordann traveling-scholarship. In the early years of the 20th century 
the medical students studied for two years in general in the UK. 
At the University of Mechanics there was the Abraham Ganz scholarship 
for engineer students which made the way free to England. 
 Furthermore, I have found the Franz Joseph jubilee scholarship, 
which was the foundation of the city of Budapest which made it possible 
for students to study abroad, especially in London. 
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IV.2. What is the effect of UK studies on the Hungarian 
modernization? 
 
I have developed the results of my research, and I have collected data 
about the Hungarian students’ career who studied in the UK during the 
19th century. My plan is to reveal how they used their knowledge after 
having returned to Hungary. 
 It is well-known that as a consequence of journeys and works of 
Hungarian elite the English horse-breeding, horse-race, sports such as 
cricket, curling, fox-hunting and box became known in Hungary. But 
besides the journeys of the Hungarian upper class, it is worth examining 
what kind of jobs the Hungarian students chose and what kind of books 
they wrote in connection with their UK studies after they had returned to 
Hungary. 
 The majority of the students became teachers and pastors and they 
contributed to the renewal of the Hungarian Reformed and Unitarian 
Church. The theological students were witnesses of the renewal of the 
Free Church of Scotland so when they came back, they played an 
important role in the changes of the Hungarian Reformed Church in the 
19th century. For instance the new institution whereas priests are working 
in prisons came from Scotland too (this institution was introduced by 
Louis Csiky and Bela Soros in 1901). 
 After Ferenc Balogh (1836-1913) had studied at Sorbonne and 
Oxford, he worked for the English Catholic Presbyterian journal and 
Quarterly Register in London. In 1888 he represented Hungary at the 
Congress of the Presbyterian Alliance in London. 
 A couple of students developed their knowledge in the UK 
regarding theology and English language, then they emigrated to the 
USA to do missionary work there, to study in the Union theology 
seminar in New York, and to be a priest in the US. These students were 
religious and cultural links not only between the UK and Hungary but 
between USA and Hungary too.  The Unitarian Church had good relation 
with England. I have already mentioned the scholarship for Hungarian 
Unitarians. Among those Unitarians John Kovacs (1846–1905) built the 
international relationships and used them to present Hungary to English 
and American Unitarians. 
 A couple of Hungarian students examined the educational system 
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of UK and then they wrote studies in Hungarian about the structure of 
English and Scottish education. One of the students from Sárospatak, 
namely Louis Felméri made a scientific investigation about the English 
educational structure. After he finished his studies he was delegated to 
the UK by the Hungarian minister of culture and education (Agoston 
Trefort 1872-1888). His foreign experiences played an important role in 
the Hungarian educational reforms carried out by Trefort. Thanks to his 
work the institution of seminars was introduced in the faculty of arts at 
the universities and the physical education course was introduced in high 
schools. 
 And here we are at the sports: Paul Benczedi studied at Oxford 
between 1907 and 1908. He set a record on the 50 yards freestyle in 
Oxford competitions. Then went back to Hungary where he organized a 
world-famous swimming club at the Athletic Club of the University of 
Mechanics, after that he became the president of the Hungarian 
Swimming League. 
 Those students who became the masters of English language found 
employment in diplomacy (like Michael Szemere in Paris, Saint 
Petersburg, Rome) or they became English teachers, editors, revisers, 
interpreters and translators in Hungary. As a result of their works, the 
writings of Charles Darwin, John Stuart Mill, the economist Keynes, 
Herbert Spencer and Shakespeare could be read in Hungarian. They 
wrote about the history of English literature and English grammar in 
Hungarian. One of them compiled the first Hungarian-English dictionary 
(1878) published in the United States. 
 Those Hungarians who studied law – after their returns – they got 
job on the field of political science or journalism. Two Hungarian Prime 
ministers (Maurice Esterhazy and Zoltan Tildy) studied in the UK too. 
They examined the Anglo-Saxon system of law, and they wrote books 
about the comparison of the Hungarian and English system of 
government. One of these students put legislative proposals towards the 
modernization of the Hungarian parliamentarism to develop it according 
to western European model. Through their works new theories, doctrines 
became known in Hungary. For example Count Ervin Batthyány (1877-
1934) was well known in the higher circles of Hungarian society. During 
his studies in London and Cambridge he acquainted with the principle of 
anarchism, and then set out his anarchist viewpoint in Hungarian 
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journals. 
 Owing to the fact that there were Hungarians who studied medical 
science in the UK, they introduced new scientific achievements to 
Hungary. For example Dr. Geza Mansfeld (1882–1950), after he studied 
in Vienna and London, he became physiologist, pharmacologist, 
University professor and member of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences. He was the mentor of Albert Szent-Györgyi – who is famous 
for the discovery of Vitamin C.  Sometimes the direction of the 
spreading knowledge changed, and it went from Hungary to the UK: one 
of the students, Theodore Duka who studied at St. George's Hospital 
Medical School in 1853, was admitted a Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons of England, became the doctor of Queen Victoria University; 
he made known the research of doctor Semmelweis in England.  
 Among the Hungarian engineers Andrew Veress – who finished his 
studies in the UK – took part in the building of the first Romanian 
railway. What is more, Ferenc Kossuth (1841–1914) a Hungarian 
engineer was one of the most respected railroad and bridge designers of 
Europe. He designed and contrasted steel bridges over the Nile. 
 Regarding botanic, Elek Pavai Vajna, geologist and mineralogist 
(1820–1874), who came from Transylvania, studied natural sciences in 
London. Thanks to him and to other students who were engaged in 
horticulture the English style of parks became known in Hungary. 
 On top of all, Ferenc Bekassy poet (1893–1915) studied at King’s 
College in Cambridge and had friends like the writer Virginia Wolf, the 
famous economist, Keynes, and the philosopher Bertrand Russell. He 
wrote poems in English, and he presented the modern Hungarian 
literature to his English friends. 
 Joachim Joseph (1831-1907) was a violinist, conductor, composer 
and teacher. He studied at Oxford and Cambridge. He is widely regarded 
as a great and significantly influential violinist of the late 19th century. 
He was in the service of several kings of Europe.  
 
The work of Hungarian students who deepened their knowledge in the 
UK not only had an effect on the 19th century Hungarian modernization 
but influenced the scientific development of the world in the 20th 
century. The world-famous Hungarian engineer Michael Pupin, who 
invented the pupined electric circuit in the USA, spent a couple of years 
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in Cambridge as a student. His inventions helped to make wireless 
telegraphy and long-distance cable communication commercially 
practicable. 
  Michael Polanyi (1891–1976) studied in the UK too. Polanyi's 
scientific interests were diverse, embracing chemical kinetics, and the 
adsorption of gases at solid surfaces.  He became a research chemist at 
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute (now Max Planck Institute) in Berlin. Then 
he returned to UK, and became a university professor at Manchester and 
he began to deal with economy, sociology and politics. He was a Fellow 
of the Royal Society and a Fellow of Merton College, Oxford. 
 Elisabeth Rona (1890–1981) is known as "the polonium woman". 
She worked at the radioactivity department of the Kaiser Wilhelm 
Institute too. In Vienna she worked for the Radium Institute. In 1926 she 
spent a few months in the Curies' laboratory in Paris. After the world war 
she went to the USA to work for different laboratories and Nuclear 
institutes. 
 Fritz Verzár (1886–1979) studied in the UK too. He is founder and 
one of the most important operators of experimental gerontology. He did 
collagen researches. In Hungary he organized the Biological Research 
Institute, and he became the professor of the Physiology Institute at 
Basel. He was member in several international medical societies. 
 Joseph Fodor (1843–1901) the great hygienist studied at the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. He was the founder 
of public health research in Hungary. He convinced the spread of 
typhoid in water; and the toxicity of carbon monoxide. He was the 
founder of the Hungarian Royal Institute of Bacteriology and the 
Physiological Society. He became honorary doctor of Cambridge. 
 Ernest Jendrassik (1858–1921) was a famous Hungarian physician 
and professor of physiology. Best known for his research on reflexes: the 
‘Jendrassik maneuver’ is a medical technique which is named after him; 
it serves for testing the reflexes of patients. 
 
The revealed data shows that the major part of Hungarian students who 
studied in the UK, were reformed theological men students, and Jewish 
engineers and medicine students who studied with the help of foreign 
foundations and Hungarian scholarships after 1860. Without a 
scholarship it was difficult to study in UK, because of the distance and 
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Oxbridge were elite schools and too expensive for Hungarians. In these 
schools only members of Hungarian aristocratic families could study like 
Zichy’s, Batthyany’s, Esterhazy’s and Festetics’s. 
  
Thanks to their foreign studies the Hungarian students brought back new 
scientific achievements and knowledge from UK which played an 
important role in the modernization and scientific renewal of Hungary in 
the 19th century. 
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