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I. Topic and purposes of the dissertation 

Archaeological excavations that have been going on in the Aquincum Civil Town for more than 120 

years revealed less than half of the town.  Due to the growing number of investment-led excavations which 

has only enabled archaeologists to publish the preliminary results of their work in the last decades, thorough 

publishing of the excavated remains and finds were only possible before World War II.  Separation of  the 

building periods or the evaulation of the finds  have rarely been done yet.    

 The first attempt to re-valuate old excavation documentation, was the MA thesis of the author: find 

material of the 1965-year excavation of the Aquincum macellum was connected to the field observations. A 

more precise picture of the building periods and functions of the complex could be drawn due to this work, 

so it seemed to be useful to evaluate more unpublished or only partially known excavations. Thus, the area 

of the NE zone of the Aquincum Civil Town was choosen, partly, because there were still many excavation 

materials yet unevaluated here and partly, because these works were carried out in a relatively small, but 

continuous area. Thus, it could hopefuly result the reconstruction of the different building periods. This is 

also an area where control-excavations can still be carried out.      

 This area is bordered by Road „A” (continuation of  the cardo,  Road „C”) on the west and the 

decumanus running down to the river (Road „D”) on the south.  Its northern border could have been the 

Roman WE road below the modern Keled street, or it could have also stretched to the northern town wall. Its 

eastern border is hard to determine due to the modern NS street running here (Sujtás street) and the housing 

estate below which only small scale excavations were carried out at the beginning of the 20th c. The area 

falling out of the archaeological park cannot be examined in this dissertation due to the lack of 

archaeological research and data.  (Fig.1.)        

 This region of the town has been named several times during its research: the name „Central mass” 

was referring to its modern form created from the spoil heaps of nearby excavations. More recently it has 

been named according to its orientation: „northern part of Road „D”, „northern stripe” or „NE zone”. Even 

though, presently the name „northern stripe” is more commonly used, this area will be named as „NE quarter 

or part” in this dissertation. This area has always been associated with industrial and commercial functions 

due to the busy road running here and the remains of the strip buildings visible on the surface.  

 The dissertation deals with the excavation materials of the following buildings, inside the 

archaeological park:  

- W and central wing of Building nr. I. (so called basilica): T. Nagy 1961- 1962 – results of the 

material evaluated by the excavator is used here with partial re-valuation of the finds. 

- E wing of Building nr. I. (so called basilica): J. Szilágyi 1966-67., K. Póczy 1972, and P. Zsidi 

1990., E. Márity 1991-92.  
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- Building nr. XXVI.  (so called santuary of  Diana): J. Szilágyi 1966-67., E. Márity 1993.  

- Building nr. XXVI.: J. Szilágyi 1966-67.  

- Building nr. XXIX. (so called Glue-manufacturing workshop): J. Szilágyi J. 1944-47, O. Láng 2004-

2007.  

  With the evaluation of the excavation documentations and find materials of the NE quarter of the 

Aquincum Civil Town, the main purpose of the dissertation is to determine the periods of the buildings, their 

relative and absolute chronology and decide about the function of the quarter, the buildings and the rooms 

(industrial, commercial nature?) and ultimately, the reconstruction of the building history of this zone of the 

town.  Hopefully, a more precise picture of the history of this part of the town and the function of its 

buildings could be drawn and new data can be gained to the history of the Civil Town as a whole.   

 Answers are seeked to the following questions:       

-  Is it possible to reconstruct a continuous settlement structure in different periods in the NE 

    zone of the town?          

 – Is the „internal” periodization determined in the NE zone cosistent with the chronological sequence 

of the other parts of the town described earlier?       

 - When was the area first used by the Romans and what kind of use was it (civilian, military)? 

 - When and how did the history of this quarter come to an end?     

 - Is is possible to determine the function of the stone buildings, or the functions described by earlier 

researchers are still real, in the light of the new evaluations?       

 - Is it really an industrial-commercial quarter and if it is, then how does it fit into the topographical 

framework of the Civil Town?                                 
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   fig. 1.

 II.  Structure of the dissertation 

The results of the excavation carried out in the NE quarter of the Civil Town are handled in 

several chapters in this dissertation. Following the introduction (1.) definition of the NE quarter and its 

names are described (2.1.) The detailed and deverse reserach history (2.2.) is followed by the chapter 

introducing the evaluation methods (2.3.).       

 The evaluation of the excavation documentations of the NE zone is topographically based and 

goes from W to E by the visible building remains numbered with Roman numerals. According to the 

above mentioned, there are four big sub-chapters: the first is about the different parts of westernmost 

Building nr. I. (basilica) which was re-excavated several times and under several names (W and 

central wing, E wing, Peacock-house). These are described separately (2.4.1-4.). The second sub-

chapter is dealing with the excavations of the neighbouring Building nr. XXVI and XXVII, named 

„Central mass” or/and „Diana sanctuary”(2.5.1-2). The third part is about the evaluation of the 

material of the several times re-excavated Building nr. XXIX. (2.6.). The last sub-chapter deals with 

buildings that lack any excavation documentations (excavated in the 19th c.) so we can only rely on 

the publications (Buildings nr. XXVII, XXVIII, XXX, XXXI., 2.7.) All chapters of the evaluated 

excavation documentations are followed by a summary of its „internal” building chronology ( 2.4.2.3., 

2.4.3.3., 2.4.4.3., 2.5.1.3.,2.5.2.3. és 2.6.3.).       

 Following the evaluation of the excavation documentations and „internal” chronologies, the 

summary of the building history of the quarter is given, in which the „internal” chronolgies are 

compared to each other, i.e. set up the relative chronology of the whole NE zone.  (2.8 and Table 1.). 
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At the end of this part of the dissertation a separate chapter is dedicated to the building materials used 

in the NE zone (2.9.).           

 The following chapter is dealing with the datable finds or those, that are important from the 

functional point of view and/ or stratigraphically valuable. These were assigned to the building periods 

and helped dating them. (2.10.). Thus separate chapters are dedicated to the terra sigillata material 

(2.10.1.1.) amphorae (2.10.1.2.) coins (2.10.1.3.) and Pannonian stamped pottery (2.10.1.4.). Oil- 

lamps, mortaria and turibula were valuated mainly from statistical point of view, but they also gave 

important information to the function of the archaeological features and the early settlement period 

(degree of romanization) (2.10.1.5.).  Individual finds and special contexts were described in a 

separate chapter, that provided data to the function of certain features and ultimately, to the dating and 

function of the whole quarter as well (2.10.1.6.). Evaluating the finds enabled us to give a time limit 

for most of the building periods, i.e. the absolute chronology of the NE quarter could be drawn 

(2.10.2. and Table 2.).          

 Following the evaluation of the documentations and finds we could also outline the historical 

framework of the quarter, the reconstruction of the settlement structure and the description of the role 

of the NE quarter in the Aquincum Civil Town. Even interpretations could be drawn up (2.11.).  

 Several ideas and presumptions have been published about the function of certain buildings 

and the quarter itself in the last 120 years of research. Re-valuating the documentations and finds it has 

become possible to update, confute or confirm these ideas: thus a separate sub-chapter was dedicated 

to the problem of the so called  basilica (2.12.1.) the „Diana sanctuary” (2.12.2.), the workshop of 

Building nr. XXIX. (2.12.3.), the public utility network of the quarter (2.12.4.) and the typical, 2nd-

3rd c. AD house type of this zone, the so called strip-building (2.12.5.). The dissertation is completed 

with list of abbreviations (3.) and the bibliography (4.). The list of the US numbers used for valuating 

the documentations (5.) and the figures (6.) are placed in a separate volume. 
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III.  Evaluation method   

Excavations that have been carried out in the last 120 years in the NS zone of the town and 

being evaluated in the present dissertation were documented according to different standards.  As no 

documentations are availabe and no control excavations were ever carried out in three buildings  

(Buildings nr. XXVII, XXX, XXXI), first  excavated in the 19th and around the middle of the 20th c., 

only a summary could be made of them in a separate chapter. The „wings” of Building nr.I. (so called 

basilica)  - excavated several times - were documented by the traditional layer-describing method and 

only in the case of  T. Nagy ’s excavation documentation of the western and central wing of the same 

building do we find objectively numbered arcaeological features and proper stratigraphy.  More recent 

researches carried out in Building nr. XXIX. were already documented according to E.C. Harris’s 

system (US numbers, matrix).            

 It was necessary to handle all the site observation data and finds of the differently documented 

excavations in an integrated system, thus the above mentioned system of Harris seemed to be the most 

appropriate. In cases where the excavator was not the author of the present dissertation, all 

archaeological features described in the diaries were numbered, using all handwritten and typed 

documentations and were afterwards put into a matrix based also on the site drawings and photos. This 

method was not used when evaluating T. Nagy’s excavation results, as he already separated the 

different building periords, thus these were used as a comparative material.     

 The above described method enabled us to create „internal”, relative chronology for each 

excavations that could be compared to each other and finally set up  a kind of „concordance table”, i.e. 

the relative chronological sequence of the NE quarter itself. (Table 1.)  The find material could 

afterwards be connected to the thus determined building periods, which helped to create absolute dates 

for the periods.            

 However, we had to face two major problems during the work. One of them was the fact that 

certain buildings were not excavated in a regular manner (from N to S or W to E) but an area was re-

dug several times by generations of archaeologists.  So it may have occured, that while the central part 

of the eastern wing of Building nr. I is relatively well known, its southern part is practically unknown. 

Diaries of the different excavators sometimes contained conflicting data about the same feature, which 

caused problems with the interpretations.  The other major problem was the usability of the find 

material, since if an archaeological feature was described inaccurately, the finds coming from it 

became useless from the dating point of view and could only be used for statistics or provided 

informations to the function of the features.   Due to the above mentioned problem, only a part of the 

total find material could be used for dating the periods.        

 Despite of these problems, converting the different excavation-documentations into an 
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integrated system proved to be succesful in the case of the NE zone of the Civil Town as well: based 

on the determined building periods, and the finds connected to them we could hopefully reconstruct 

the building history of this quarter and provide new data to the function of this zone of the settlement.   
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Table 1.  
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IV.  Building history of the NE quarter 

The evaluation of the documentations of the NE zone of the town enabled us to set up the 

periodization of this part of the settlement and the reconstruction of the building history of the quarter. 

The „internal’, relative chronology that was created for each excavated part was completed by the so 

far unpublished chronological frame of eastern wing of Building nr. I. made by K. Póczy  and that of 

T. Nagy made for the western and central wings of the same building (so called basilica). Thus 8 main 

building periods could be distinguished in the NE quarter of the Aquincum Civil Town.   

Period 1.:  

The earliest period of this part of the settlement is represented by a few semi-sunken pit 

houses, pile-structures, a horse-shoe shaped ditch – and - posthole construction, pits and a WE 

oriented dicth following Road „D” in the western part of the area. The archaeological features 

concentrated on the north and although there was still not systematical, the ditch already refer to the 

presence of Road „D” and the dwelling features (pit houses) appear in a stripe which point toward 

some kind of systematic settlement structure.  Excavation data also revealed that the area is sloping 

heavily from west to east, towards the Danube and rised slightly from north to the south. The eastern 

part of the examined area (i.e. zone of Building nr. XXIX.) proved to be a marshy, meadow-like place 

and was not yet used in this period. Absolute dating of the period has only been given by T. Nagy so 

far (so called „Prebasilical I. period, between the reign of Vespasianus and Domitianus).  

Period 2.: 

This building period was chracaterized by a denser system of features. These were again 

placed in a stripe-like system  and had different functions: pavements, imprint of a wooden beam, 

circular pits (waste pits?), a well, detail of a room with two fragments of clay-brick walls and 

pavement (building?) and postholes. To the east of these, two rectangular, semi-sunken pit houses with 

plastered and painted adobe walls, internal oven and reinforced by posts can also be connected to this 

period. The two NS oriented buildings were placed close and parallel to each other.  To the east of the 

above described buildings, a small, NS oriented street already existed between later Buildings nr. 

XXVII. and XXVIII. The settlement structure of this period is slightly better known: while there were 

large open spaces to the south, towards the WE road, a denser system of pit houses and other features 

occupied the northern part of the NE quarter. This horizont was still attributed to the „Prebasilical I.” 

period by T. Nagy.    
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Period 3.: 

Buildings partly with stone foundations but mainly of purely adobe walls, rammed clay and 

gravelled floors, wells and an oven characterize the NE zone in this period. Although no coherent 

settlement structure can be reconstructed yet, certain tendencies can already be outlined. The western 

part of this zone (central and eastern wing of Building nr. I.) was occupied by a building with a large 

room and a well in it. The building had rammed clay floors and an open space to the south (gravelled 

floor). Below the eastern wing of Building nr. I. some smaller rooms were discovered also with 

rammed clay floors and a large pit. Despite of its quite fragmentary ground-plan it could have a been a 

building with a large central room (atrium?) and its western perimetry wall indicate a regular system 

already existing in this period. Large scale landscaping activities can be presupposed in the eastern 

edge of the area (below Building nr. XXIX.) to level the heavy slope. Even though no coherent plan 

can be drawn of the fragmentary walls decorated with frescos yet, the function of the different parts 

are clear here: traces of industrial acivities can be observed along Road „D” (metal working – slag in 

the layers and vesses) a stone paved area (courtyard?) and channel indicate the dwelling part in the 

north. Functions can already be distinguished and regular plot division can be detected based on the 

above mentioned, that is to say this is the time of the marking of the insula-system.  This period which 

is characterized by stone foundations and adobe walls was dated to the first decades of the 2nd c. 

(„Prebasilical II.” period) based on the terra sigillata material found in Building nr. I. by T. Nagy.

Period 4.: 

The first stone construction appeared in this period in the NE region (and possibly also other 

parts of the  town), the period was named „limestone-period” by K. Póczky.  Most of the buildings had 

stone foundations with upper adobe walls by this time. This era is characterized by the consolidation 

of the borders of the plots, the appearance of strip buildings and the „filling” of the insulae. The plot 

divisions were only slightly modified in the later periods. Building nr. I. was already divided into two 

wings (W and central): two corridor-like rooms with rammed clay floor opened to road „D” in the 

western wing and there are two other smaller rooms with the same type of pavement opened to road 

„A”. Larger rooms with rammed clay floor were identified in the central wing of the building, with a 

melting oven in one of them. A large, stone paved courtyard followed both of the wings to the north. A 

building separated with a narrow alley was discovered below the eastern wing of Building nr. I with 

gravelled and rammed clay floors. Fragments of walls discovered to the north, on one hand indicate 

that the above mentioned stone paved courtyard did not continue to the east, and on the other hand, an 

impluvium-like construction and rammed caly floor point towards dwelling house with a possible 

atrium. The eastern perimetry wall of Building nr. XXVI. and the western one of XXVII. as well as a 

layer of the street separating the buildings can also be connected to this period.  A narrower and 

possibly shorter version of Building nr. XXIX. was also built in this time. Its southern part was 
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divided into bigger rooms where metal working was still practised (3 smaller melting ovens and slag) 

while the northern, dwelling part was completed with a well and an open courtyard with a baking 

oven. The building was bordered by a stone paved street to the east. Analogies from other parts of the 

settlement as well as historical data help to date this period. Thus, the changes can be explanied by the 

fact that Aquincum became the capital of the province in 106. T. Nagy T. dated the beginning of this 

phase of Building nr. I (with the two wings) to the beginning of the reign of Hadrian and would end it 

by the Marcomannic wars („Basilica” I. period). A coin of Traian found in the foundation of a rammed 

clay floor in one of the rooms of the western wing of Building nr. I. also confirms this date (i.e. end of 

Period 3.).   

Period 5.: 

Walls belonging to this period in the NE zone already show coherent ground plans. According 

to T. Nagy the western and central wing of Building nr. I. became the basilica of the town (for the 

function, see below). This complex had large covered room opening to road „D” with a portico and 

large open spaces completed with a stone paved courtyard in its northern end.  A base was discovered 

in this courtyard together with the head of an imperial statue. A central corridor was formed in the 

northern part of the eastern wing of Building nr. I. with small rooms opening on both sides. A 

courtyard opening with a portico to road „D” is only known from the southern part of the building. An 

apse, a ditch and a well were also added to this building on the north. There are sporadic data from the 

area of building nr. XXVI: an oven (?) and the eastern perimetry wall of the building can only be 

identified.  The complex of the so called „Diana sanctuary” was also added to the latter building at 

this time. However, nor the finds, nor the ground plan of the complex prove its sacral function yet, 

especially, as it is organically connected to Building nr. XXVI. Building nr. XXIX. achieved its final 

form in both length and width and filled the entire plot: a long central room or corridor occupied the 

southern part of the building, while there are larger rooms with rammed clay floors and an open 

courtyard in the northen part. This latter was equipped with wooden columns (canopy, an atrium-

antecedent?) and a new oven was also constructed here. The workshop and the dwelling part are 

clearly distinguishable in this period too: metalworking was replaced by glue-making and possibly 

tanning in the southern part, which might have been the result of the economical changes following 

the Marcomannic wars. „Wall-pushing” or street-narrowing is a typical feature of the period: this 

phenomenon can be observed also in road „C” and in nearly every building (eastern wing of Building 

nr. I., Buildings nr. XXVI. and XXIX.) in the NE zone.  Perimetry walls were slightly moved to the 

east, which might partly be connected with the re-marking of the insula-system of the Severan era and 

partly with the fact, that  the by that time the flourishing settlement tried to gain some more space for 

the growing population. The ground plans of Buildings nr. I., XXVI., XXVII. and  XXIX. are all of 

the strip building type by now: a large (partly open?) room opened to the main road and dwelling 
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rooms (and possibly also of economic purposes) opened from the corridor, built in the longer axis of 

the building.  Functions of certain buildings or rooms can only be identified in case of  the western and 

central wings of Building nr. I (mansio or collegia-building?)  and Building nr. XXIX. (glue-

manufacturing workshop). The period was attributed to the „Basilica II.” period  by T. Nagy and 

connected it to the renovations of the end of 2nd c. According to his opinion the period would have 

ended around the middle of the 3rd c. 

Period 6.: 

Most of the building remains still visible in the NE zone today can be attributed to this period. 

All of them are strip buildings and some belong to the central corridor-type. Unfortunately, no 

archaeological features could be connected to the western and central wing of Building nr. I. so it is 

not clear if anything was changed. The eastern wing of the same building had a central corridor and 

functional division is also observable: larger rooms (shops, workshops?) were formed in the southern 

part of the building, while 3-3 simmetrically placed, partially heated rooms with wall paintings opened 

from both sides of the central corridor in the north. A backyard with possible economic purposes 

followed in the northern end of the building, with a terrazzo lined tube, channel and well. Even though 

there are no data from the major part of Building nr. XXVI., the highly questionable complex of the so 

called „Diana sancturay” - to which more walls belong to the south - was still organically part of the 

building. This complex only went through minor alterations in this period, as well as the so called „ß 

hall” to the east of it. The layers of the latter could not be examined due to modern disturbances. The 

final room division of Building nr. XXIX. can also be dated to this period. A central room with 

simmetrically placed smaller rooms on both sides of it were constructed in the southern part. Glue-

manufacturing still went on in the southern workshop rooms paved with rammed clay floors: soaking 

pits, platforms, oven and a press slab all attest this. Rooms also with rammed clay floors were 

constructed in the northern, dwelling part of the building and the northern courtyard was divided by 

pillars and walls. A new oven and a channel were also placed here.  Functions of the rooms can best be 

reconstructed in this period, which was dated by. K. Póczy to the first half  - middle of the 3rd c., even 

though E. Márity dated walls belonging to this period to the 4th c.    

Period 7.: 

 It is not yet clear, which parts of certain buildings in the NE zone of the town were reused in 

this period, as late layers and features fell victim to the continuous mining activity in the following 

centuries and the first excavations and wall-conservations of the 19th c. The room division of the 

former period possibly survived in the eastern wing of Building nr. I., with only narrowing an entrace , 

renovating a wall and pavement, dividing a room into two and a construction of a podium-like 

structure. Tools and finds related to metal working were discovered in the building and can be related 
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to this period. The most interesting construction of the time is a large room built above the walls of the 

northern part of the eastern wing of Building nr. I („trapezodial room”). It had a terrazzo pavement on 

which a bronze oil-lamp in form of a peacock with enamel inlay was found. The excavator dated to 

room to the 4th c. based on this oil-lamp and interpretated it as a sanctuary in her manuscript. None of 

these ideas (dating and the function) can be proven by either the documentation or the find material. In 

the eastern part of this quarter, the southern part of Building nr. XXIX. can still be associated with 

glue-manufacturing in this period, rooms of its northern, dwelling part were equipped with terrazzo 

pavements and most of them were decorated with wall paintings. Its central, open courtyard became 

the atrium. The period can be dated to the first half of the 3rd c. based on the find material (coins, terra 

sigillata) and the walling technique used for the „trapezodial room” (opus spicatum).  

Period 8.: 

 Only fragmentary features can be associated with the latest period observable in this zone. 

Part of a paved road (or floor?) was discovered at the northern end of the eastern wing of Building nr. 

I. which might have been the shifted part of the Roman WE road („D1”) running below the modern 

Keled street. The earlier rammed clay floor of the praefurnium in the eastern wing of Building nr. I. 

could have been renovated, although it is uncertain whether the room still retained its original 

function.  Industrial activity (glue-manufacturing) could have still been practised in Building nr. 

XXIX: small, hasty rooms were inserted into the busy, street-front part of the building, facing the 

neighbouring Third Bath.  The absolute dating of the period is highly uncertain.   
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V.  Dating of the find material and the building periods 

It was neccessary to examine the find materials related to each excavations to be able to date 

and evaluate the certain building periods. Descriptions related to the finds were „swtiched” to US 

numbers during the evaluation process and they were classified to the building periods. The absolute 

chronological frame of a certain period was set up based on comparison of the date of 

manufacturing/use of the finds belonging to a period (Table 2.) . However, it was not possible to 

evaluate all the finds that came to light in the NE zone of the town (18.492 pcs), thus groups of such 

finds were choosen, that had absolute dating value or/ and provided data to the function of rooms or 

buildings.  Not even this „tightened” material could entirely be used for dating: finds could only be 

associated with half of the determined building periods. Only those finds were used for dating that 

came from well defined layers. In case of Building nr. I. (excavation of T. Nagy) the already evaluated 

and partially published material was re-valuated in the present dissertation. In certain cases (Building 

nr. XXVIII., XXXI.) there were no find material available, so these could not have been examined.     

 The terra sigillata material, amphorae, Pannonian stamped pottery (hereafter: PGW), coins, 

individual finds and contexts (decorated mother-of-pearl shell, rigid heddle, gem, terracotte statuettes, 

fragment of a glass cup, finds from the horse-shoe shaped construction, a pot and a bone pin in it from 

a pit) were used to absolute date the building periods. Mortaria, oil-lamps  and turibula were 

examined from the statistical point of view and to decide on the degree of romanization of the 

settlement and they also helped to decide about the function of building-parts.  Statistical analyses 

were also carried out with certain groups of finds: diagrams were set up to demonstrate their 

distribution among the excavations and the buildings, while the location of the finds were also marked 

on maps.  Diagrams were also made of the groups of finds according to the building periods to which 

they belonged to. Although it was clear, that we should be careful with the results of the analyses (as 

even the well stratified finds were found in levelling layers and they could have arrived to their 

findspot from somewhere else) the examinations of different find-groups produced the same results, 

whether it is about territorial or chronological spread of the finds and supported the site observations 

about the building periods.  All in all, it seemed to be very useful to carry out these analyses, because 

at least big tendencies and the main characteristics could be demonstrated (for example: separating the 

dwelling and economic functions in a house, indicating the economical crises related to the 

Marcomanninc wars or those of the middle of the 3rd c.)  Parts of the find material evaluated here are

also subjects to other projects and PhD dissertations (terra sigillata, amphorae, PGW vessels). The 

results of these works - especially the dating of them - were also used here indicating their provenance.    

The main results of the evaluations of some find-groups:
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Terra sigillata: 

More than half of the 2000 pcs of terra sigillata could be evaluated stratigraphically and 

provided good dating evidence from Period 2. onwards. Mainly the relief-decorated pieces were 

examined due to their dating value. The examination showed, that North-Italian and South-Gaulish 

(La Graufesenque, Banassac) products were predominant in the early life (Period 2) of the settlement, 

which is rather suprising as only a few North-Italian pieces had been known previously.  From Period 

3. onwards – i.e. the time of real urbanization of the settlement – the number of Central-Gaulish terra 

sigillata increased due to the vivid economical environment. There were a still a large number of 

earlier sigillata material (North-Italian, South – Gaulish) from layers related to Period 4 and 5, which 

is possibly the result of large levelling activity connected to the high number of constructions in this 

time.  Products of the Rheinzabern manufactures dominate in Period 6. Unfortunately, the last 

observable periods of the NE quarter (Periods 7-8.) could not be dated by terra sigillata: apart from the 

many earlier, Central - Gaulish fragments only  a very few late pieces would be identified 

(Westerndorf, Pfaffenhofen).  

Amphora: 

260pcs of amphorae fragments came to light  in the NE quarter of the town, of which only a 

part was stratigraphically useful and provided dating evidence for Periods 1-4. Material belonging to 

Period 5-8 seemed much more homogeneous, mainly datable to the last decades of the 2nd – 3rd c.  

The examination of the pieces revealed that  Dr. 2-4, Rhodian, Schörgendorfer 558 and  Dr. 6B were 

the most frequent types in Period 1 and 2., which support the Romanized character of the early 

settlement. During Period 3 (time of urbanization) the spectrum of amphorae broadened and other 

types appeared, such as the - otherwise very rare -  Camulodunum 189 type, or Aquincum 78 and 

Zeest 90. Dr. 7-11 type amphorae appeared from Period 4. onwards. Even though amphorae of 

Bojovi  549/554 type dominated in the following periods (5-8.) other rare types were also found: Dr. 

5, AC 4 and Gauloise 4 were all manufactured earlier and possibly got in these late layers as waste. 

Late types such as North –African (Period 5 and 7)  Kapitän II. (Period 6-7.) also appeared.  Statistical 

analyses of the material showed that amphorae of Aegean (50%) and Istrian (12%) manufactures 

dominated in the NE quarter (mainly in the early building periods) while the proportion of other 

manufactures (Hispania: 11%, North - Africa: 3%, Gallia: 1%)  is less. Also significant is the 

proportion (23%) of amphorae manufactured somewhere in the Danube region, Moesia, Dacia or 

Pannonia, transporting regional goods (cheaper wine?).  The above mentioned data correspond well to 

the proportions of amphorae finds of the whole province.   
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Coins:  

The examination of the startigraphically valuable coins found in the NE zone of the settlement 

resulted a situation already observed elsewhere in the town:  the earliest coins were those of Domitian 

and Traian, discovered in the filling of the sunken features of the early settlement and the number 

significantly increases with coins of the latter emperor (Period 3.). The largest number is with coins of 

Antoninus Pius. The number decreases in Period 4., possibly due to the economic crises of the 

Marcomannic wars. However, coin circulation reaches its peak during the Severan prosperity, which is 

the most flourishing period in the NE quarter and also elsewhere in the town.  While the first members 

of the Severan dinasty are only represented by a few coins, those of Severus Alexander are more 

numerous. There is a sharp decline again in Period 6. due to the political - economical crises of the 

middle of the 3rd c. (only one single coin can be related to Gordian III in this period) and after a brief 

boom (Period 7.) coins disappear completely (Period 8.).  The 4th c. horizont which cannot be securely 

attested in this zone,  is only represented by a coin possibly of Constantinus II. (stray find).   

Pannonian stamped pottery: 

 More then 271 pcs of PGW pottery were found in this zone, which only provided dating 

informations to Period 2 and 3., while most of them got into later layers by levelling or disturbing 

earlier features.  Examining the stratigraphically valuable pieces revealed, that most of them (85%)  

can be attributed  to one of the sub-groups of the recently determined so called Lágymányos 

workshop-coterie. This confirms the hypothesis, that the workshops dated between the end of the 1st – 

beginning of the 2nd c. of the indigenous settlement of the Lágymányos area, already transported their 

goods to the early civilian settlement. Less was the number of pieces belonging to the coterie of 

Resatus (8%) and the also recently identified Aquincum group (7%).  Only one  - stray - find can be 

attributed to the later Roman period, which could be the product of the workshop that operated in the 

place of the later macellum (it was still active in the first half of the 3rd c.). That is to say, there is no 

PGW piece dated to the middle of the 2nd c. or later. The decline and the absence of later stamped 

(and relief-decorated) pottery can be explained by the mass products of the Central-Gaulish  and later 

the Rheinzabern terra sigillata workshops, which supplied the province from the first half of the 2nd c. 

superseding the local stamped material.   
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Table 2. 
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VI. Main results of the dissertation  

Several building periods could be determined in the NE quarter of the town, based on the data 

of the excavations and finds, evaluated in the present dissertation. These periods fit into the 

chronological framework of the Aquincum Civil Town resulting a four-period settlement history. 

Beside the conclusions about the history of the settlement, new data can hopefully be provided for 

buildings with problematic functions.   

Vicus ( Period 1-2: last quarter  - end of 1st c.) 

Examining the finds and excavation documentations of the NE quarter we can come to the 

conclusion  - that also partially supports earlier research results -  that the first traces of Roman 

occupation  can be found in the western, highest part of the NE zone and can be dated to the last 

quarter of the 1st c. The core of the settlement could have been formed along the main WE road (road 

„D”) already a busy route since Prehistoric times, which arrives from the Solymár-valley and reaches 

the Danube here, with a favourable crossing point and harbour. The earliest settlement horizonts are 

represented by semi-sunken pit houses, waste pits, a horse-shoe shaped ditch-and-posthole 

construction and a ditch following the main WE road. These features indicate a village-like 

settlement,which was completed by dynamic landscaping activity:  the area sloping to the river was 

gradually filled. Hereupon, based on the excavation data and finds of the NE zone, the hypothesis of 

T. Nagy about the history, structure and extension of the Aquincum vicus can now be updated: a two-

perioded, „Straßensiedlung” – type of  vicus can be reconstructed with rows (?) of pit houses and other 

features, streching along the main WE road.       

 Archaeological feaures and finds so far documented in this zone, reveal a solely civilian 

settlement, with no military character.  The settlement was thus a civilian vicus, administratively 

subordinated to the civitas capital of the Vizíváros.  It was not founded - as it was already also drawn 

up by earlier researchers , like L. and T. Nagy - on indigenous ground.  Examining the find material of 

the quarter (terra sigillata, oil-lamps, turibula, glass spon etc.) also proved that this was a clearly 

Roman settlement with romanized population, even though the pit houses show Late Iron Age 

influence. Celtic traditions are also indicated by certain objects such as the rigid heddle, carved bone 

tool, and the ensemble of a pot and a bone pin in it.        

 Joining the ideas of D. Gabler and K. Póczy about the  affiliation of the early settlement, we 

would also suppose, that the creation of the civil settlement can be connected to the foundation of the 

legionary fortress. The relation beween the fortress and early Aquincum is partly supported by their 

dating (last quarter of 1st c.)  and partly by the fact that the disctance of the  presupposed northern 

edge of the fortress and  the southern border of the vicus ( approx. road „E”) is 1 leuga (2,2 km), which 

corresponds to the average distance between Pannonian fortresses and civil settlements, although this 
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might have changed due to geographical differences.  Inhabitants of the settlement could have been 

Roman citizens, veterans and their families, merchants taking advantage of the busy WE road and the 

nearby harbour and indigenous settlers coming from nearby villages (Lágymányos?) in hope for safe 

living.              

 The borders of the settlement are yet hard to determine, as there were only a few large-scale 

excavations elsewhere in the Civil Town, so we can only rely on the data of NE zone. 2 possibilities 

emerge for the borders and form of the early settlement:       

 1. The northern border of the village stretching along the main WE road could be the early WE 

oriented ditch discovered below the later northern town defences, while its southern edge could be 

marked by an other WE oriented ditch that run below the southern side of the macellum and the house 

of Victorinus. It is more difficult to determine the western border, as the western part of the Civil 

Town is practically unexcavated, although the earliest cemetery of the settlement, the so called 

Aranyhegyi cemetery laying parallel and slightly north of the WE road (its precise edges are 

unknown) and the so called Military Depot pottery workshop (active between the Flavian era and the 

first decade of the 2nd c.) would definitely mark the western edge of the vicus.  Likewise, the eastern 

border is also unknown: the buildings of the former Gas factory and its housing estate and the great 

depth (due to the sloping surface) prevent any work here. But, the lack of finds and features from the 

early periods below Building nr. XXIX. indicate that this could have been a peripheral area in time of 

the vicus.           

 2. The previous hypothesis  - that a WE oriented settlement lying along the main road - could 

be debated by the fact, that a segment of an other early ditch came to light below the western part of

the southern defences of the town, which raises further questions. Seeing the problem from this point 

of view, the first interpretation of the topography of Aquincum of B. Kuzsinszky B. is also interesting. 

He originally thought, that the western part was occupied by a fortress while the buildings of the 

eastern part  - i.e. the present archaeological park - belonged to the canabae. Thinking further, the 

question raises: if there was a fortress on the western part (so that the early southern ditch belonged to 

its defence system)  did the civilian population settle down on its eastern side, in a vicus militaris?   If 

this had been  the case, the northern, eastern and southern borders of the vicus could have been the 

same as in the first version, but its western „border” could have been the fortress,and the Aranyhegyi 

cemetry already lying outside the fortress, in its western neighbourhood. The possible military 

character of the western side can further  be supported by the presence of an early military camp in the 

area of the Filatori dam discovered recently, lying on the western side of the main NS road running 

here: both features fit into the local Roman marking system, the distance between the two features is 

0.5 leuga,  1.1 km).  Both of the above described hypothesis can only be proven or confuted by further 

excavations, especially on the western side of the town. Whatever the borders and the form of the two-

perioded vicus were, one this is certain: the village-like appearance of the settlement changed from the 
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beginning of the reign of Traian, and as data of the following periods clearly show:  as Aquincum 

became the capital of the province in 106, the process of urbanization began.   

Urbanisation (Period 3-4.: beginning – end of 2nd c.) 

Becoming the capital of the province and gaining the rank of municipium 20 years later, must 

have meant big changes in the life of the village-like settlement. Landscaping activity was still going 

on in the NE quarter: the previously used pits were filled and the settlement began to expand towards 

the river. The first permanent buildings were constructed, already decorated with frescoes: part of 

them were made solely of clay brick, while – and 20 years later this became even more frequent – 

some others had stone foundations (but upper parts were still of clay brick).  According to recent 

researches, the first street network was marked in this period, oriented by the main roads and the 

aquaeduct, also built this time. Tendencies observable in the NE zone also strengthen this hypothesis, 

as examanating the excavation documentations revealed, that the NE quarter was also involved in this 

project. The origin of the strip buildings  - typical in this zone later – also date to this period: borderes 

of the plots and the form of the insulae were  also finalized now. The function and role of the NE 

region within the settlement slowly changed: focus was shifted to the area along the main NS main 

road (road „C”) and the once central part of the settlement became more like a peripherical quarter 

(especially from the administrative point of view) with industrial and commercial function.  One of the 

most important activities could have been metal working here, based on the small melting ovens 

(Buildings nr. I. and XXIX.). These features were all placed along road „D”, indicating that industry 

and also perhaps commerce still relied on the busy WE road.       

 There are more data about the composition of the population of the settlement is this period. 

K. Póczy dated the appearance of the Cologne citizens in Aquincum to the 2nd c., who must have 

played an important role in the urbanization process and boosted the industrial-commercial life of the 

area. It cannot be a mere accident, that the closest analogies of the strip buildings - already detectable 

in the NE zone now and especially in the next period - can be found in the Germanian provinces. The 

above mentioned Cologne-people and others from the western provinces arriving with the legio II 

adiutrix must have had an important role in this process.  

The colonia  (Periods 5.-6.: end of 2nd – middle of 3rd c.)

The well-known ground plan of the 2nd – 3rd c. Civil Town show changes from that of the 

municipium period: the loosely built-in plots disappeared, orientations change, even though only 

slightly. All buildings had stone foundations by now, and some – especially the public buildings – had 

limestone upper parts as well. Based on the present evaluation of the excavation data (Period 5-6) and 

earlier research, it is clear that densly built strip houses dominated the NE quarter, possibly as a result 

of the economic boom and growing number of population following the Marcomannic wars.  Most of 
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the building remains, still visible today can be attributed to this period. The present forms of Building 

nr. XXVI-XXIX. and the Third Bath already existed. Rooms of the houses were further divided and 

hypocaustums were also added (E wing of Building nr. I, Building nr. XXIX.). In some cases, changes 

in fuction is also observable: in Building nr. XXIX. the courtyard of economic purposes was now 

converted into an atrium. An other typical feature of this period is „wall-pushing”: perimetry walls of 

several buildings were moved eastwards, at the expense of the neighbouring alley/street (eastern 

perimetry walls of Buildings nr. XXVII. and XXIX.). The extent of the movement is different in each 

case: 1.5-13 feet (0.5-4m). The reason of this phenomenon might be seeked in the growing number of 

population during the Severan prosperity and can also be connected to the repeatedly growing 

significance of the WE road and the WE oriented expansion of the settlement.   

 The NE quarter fits perfectly into the street network - which has been studied in detail by E. 

Márity - of the town in this period: 1 actus (around 35 m) wide blocks can be reconstructed in WE 

direction, in which the width of buildings – i.e. plots (?) – are fractions of 1 actus, mainly 0,2-0,5 

actus. These correspond well to the plot-proportions, widths and  lenghts of buildings discovered in 

settlements along the limes, in the western Roman provinces, (Vindobona, Lopodunum, Bad 

Wimpfen, Municipium Arae Flaviae).         

 The main WE road (road „D”) possibly already a busy route from Prehistoric times is very 

important from the point of view of the 3rd c. function of the NE quarter.   According to the evaluated 

excavation data, the industrial and commercial character of this zone really amplified in this period. 

The shorter side of the strip buildings, facing road „D” were completed with a „lobby” in every case, 

behind which semi-covered rooms were built, possibly functioning as shops. The northern part of the 

houses functioned as dwelling area.   Concrete evidence for industrial activity in this zone could only 

be proved in case of the northern part of Building nr. I. (bronze smithing workshop) and Building nr. 

XXIX. in this period. The latter house provided evidence for glue manufacturing, horn pressing and 

possibly even tanning. At the same time, other features (such as a terrazzo lined basin in the central 

part of Building nr. I.) indicate other types of activities.  More precise identification of industrial 

activities could only be done via control-excavations in this zone. Activities practised in this quarter 

must have been really incendiary, smelled bad and produced a large amount of waste, which shed 

some light on an other factor:  this zone is very close to the town center and the quarter habited by 

town magistrates. How could such „dirty” industrial activities be practised so close to the center of the 

settlement? The reason for this must be the 3rd c. owners of the workshops (and houses?) who 

certainly earned a serious income from these businesses, were interested in owning workshops along 

the main road in such a central area and could have even taken part in the town’s public life.   An other 

important factor is the prevailing, NW-SE wind, which could have taken smells and smoke away from 

the town center towards the river. Apart from the above mentioned factors, it is also possible, that the 

central position of the strip buildings can be explanined by the fact that these plots – being smaller and 



22 

narrower – were cheaper. According to A. Mac Mahon’ analogies from Britannia, bigger, quiter plots 

falling from the town center were bought by well-off town citizens. Based on the above described, 

the NE zone became a typical, western provincial industrial-commercial quarter (workshops, 

tabernae) of the Civil Town in the colonia period, which must have been the results of deliberate 

urban planning (along a main road, taking advantage of the wind) and the owners of the workshops 

could have been influental people playing important roles in public life.  

The last period (Period 7.: middle of 3rd – 4th.c?)

The last examined period is the interval between the middle of 3rd.  – beginning (?) of  4th c. 

Only a few archaeological features can be related to this period, changes in the buildings concerning  

function or ground plan – even if there had been any - can no more be reconstructed. However, 

industrial and commercial activity was still on in the eastern wing of Building nr. I. (metal working) 

and glue-manufacturing was also practised in Building nr. XXIX., where small, taberna-like structures 

were built in the eastern part of the building. Securely 4th c. features or finds haven’t been found in 

the NE zone of so far.            

 The reason of the abandonment of the NE quarter (or even larger part of the town?) around the 

middle of the 3rd c. could have been the WE road, running down to the river. The once busy road 

leading to the harbour could have became – as well as the riverbank in general – a dangerous area 

from the middle of the 3rd c. onwards, due to the more and more frequent Barbarian attacks. Thus, 

workshops and shop owners could have decided to leave and as a results of the economic problems 

many workshops could have gone bust. Even though we cannot draw a true picture of the last period 

of the town, also due to the continuous mining activity that started in the Middle Ages, errosion and 

the early excavations, the quarter could have retained its original industrial-commercial character until 

its abandonment.    

Buildings and functions: 

Several functions were attributed to the 2nd-3rd. c. phases of the buildings of the NE zone in 

last 120 years of research. The western and central wings of Building nr. I. have been considered as a 

basilica since T. Nagy’s research. According to the excavation documentations and finds from these 

wings, evaluated in the present dissertation, it seems that even though the function of the wings could 

have changed during the periods, it could not have been the basilica of the town, based on the ground 

plan and  its relation to the forum.  On the basis of the evaluated data, analogies, characteristics of its 

groun plan and its topographical setting,  it seems that the 2 winged building could have rather been a 

mansio, while later it either retained its previous function or became the seat of a collegia (from Period 

5.).            

 The other problematic building of this quarter is the so called „Diana sanctuary”, which was 



23 

identified by excavators J. Szilágyi and E. Márity. Their hypothesis was based on a basin found inside 

the building complex, two fragments of morther-of-pearl shell, a pice of a money box and an altar 

stone dedicated to Diana, found „nearby”.  The revaluated documentations and finds did not help us to 

decide about the function of the complex, but since the altar stone was originally found some 70 m to 

the east of the „sanctuary”, the whole complex with inner courtyard was organically attached to 

Building nr. XXVI, and even a small oven is attached to it, we could rather speak about profan 

function.             

 Industrial and commercial activity could be best observed in the NE quarter in case of 

Building nr. XXIX. Metal working was practised here in Periods 2-3, while the owners switched to 

glue-manufacturing and possibly tanning from Period 4 onwards, due to the changing economical 

situation. The topographical analyses of the immediate neighbourhood of the building showed, that 

raw material supply and the sale of products of this well paralleled industrial activity were managed 

via road „D” and possibly also relied on the close harbour, crossing point and slaughtering places by 

the Danube bank.  Examination of the clientele showed that the workshop was not only providing the 

local population with its goods but possibly also worked for the legionary fortress, which must have 

had a high demand for glue (and partly leather?).       

 The public utility network (wells and drains) were also examined in the dissertation.  The 

distribution of wells in the different building periods draws an interesting picture: they could have also 

marked the borders of the plots (being in a row) and the first ones were dug in the beginning of the 

2nd c. (Period 3.) in accordance with the topographical observations, while others appeared as the 

settlement expanded to the east (period 4, Building nr. XXIX.) However, it seems, that after the 

construction of the aquaeduct only a few were constructed (only one later is known yet!).  Examining  

the drain-network of the town quarter by periods, we may come up to the conslusion,  that the first one 

was a WE oriented draining ditch, dug in the last third of the 1st c. By the middle of the 2nd c. the 

main channels running in public land were built of stone and these data fit into the results of previous 

research on the public utilities of the Aquincum Civil Town.  The main drains running in public land 

(below the roads and streets) were constructed at once and from stone, while smaller channels inside 

the buildings (i.e. private propety) were built later and according to individual needs (stone, or brick or 

both).            

 The typical house-form of the 2nd-3rd c. period of the NE zone is the so called strip building 

(„strip-house”, „Streifenhaus”) the origin of which has been subject of debate (Italian, Gallo-Roman). 

These houses faced the road with their shorter side and had a typical inner division (streetfront part: 

shop, workshop, back part: dwelling area, backyard). The dissertation cites several examples of strip 

buildings from the Aquincum canabae, neighbouring Pannonia Superior (Vindobona, Carnuntum) 

Gallia (Bliesbruch, Malain) Britannia (Verulamium, Venta Belgarum, Sapperton, Corbridge stb.) 

Raetia (Vitudruum), Noricum (Karlsdrof, Iuvavum stb.) and Germainia Superior (Lopodunum, Arae 
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Flaviae, Bad Wimpfen). The list has clearly demonstrates that this type of building was widespread in 

the western Roman provinces, which can partially be explained by the architectural traditions (Gallo-

Roman traditions, influence of Roman military barracks)  and partially by the fact that this was the 

most practical form of house (better use of space) in towns oriented by main roads and vici belonging 

to  the so densly built  fortresses along the Western and Central-European limes-sections.  
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