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Introduction 

 

Even the first comprehensive analyses of Budapest’s brownfields have been justified 

by their enormous extent, since this relatively close-knit 68 km
2
 zone adds up to 13% 

of the capital city’s administrative area. According to recent estimations, however, 

only 20% of these areas have undergone successful functional transformation over the 

past 20 years, moreover, the vast majority of these are located on the edge of the inner 

city; therefore, the issue of brownfield regeneration has definitely not lost its relevance 

since the studies carried out after the turn of the millennia.  

My PhD dissertation also deals with the post-1990 functional transformation of 

former industrial areas, although with slightly different emphases compared to 

previous Hungarian studies. With this work, I aim to contribute to the existing body of 

brownfield-related literature, especially those with theoretical insights, by placing a 

number of taken-for-granted (or less thoroughly studied) notions and processes in 

broader theoretical frameworks, primarily based on neomarxist accounts and partly on 

poststructuralist approaches.  

 

 

Aims and methods of the research 

 

The issue of urban brownfields in Hungary – as well as in other ex-socialist countries 

– cannot be detached from the specific political and economic context of the 

postsocialist transition for over two decades now; hence, I place a particular emphasis 

on macro-regional specificities throughout the dissertation. As part of this endeavour, 

I aim to highlight the differences of the fordist-postfordist restructuring and the 

subsequent deindustrialisation between the Central and Eastern European region and 

‘Western’ (capitalist) states, since relatively little attention has been paid to these two 

key processes in the case of Hungary to date. For this, I heavily rely on the theoretical 

frame of the French Regulation School’s work on capital accumulation regimes.  

These macro-level determinations, at the same time, have a significant impact on 

smaller-scale transformation processes as well. Therefore, within the confines of two 

empirical studies, my dissertation also focuses on the different geographical scales of 

functional transformation. My case studies are mainly built around the use of urban 
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functional change: both the investments on the northern part of Soroksári Road 
and on Millenáris were realised in an ‘immature’ legal and regulatory period, in 
the relatively same kind of uncoordinated and ethically contested way. Besides 

that, it is also important to note that there is an interesting discrepancy in the 

conventionally understood geographical scales in the case of the areas examined 

in the dissertation. While the local venue of Millenáris is also characterised by a 

predominantly local use of space (with the dominance of the surrounding Buda 

districts), yet almost solely ‘national’ scale politics have been mentioned in the 
questionnaires, and only a few references were made to the district or the capital 

city. In contrast, even though the industrial area along Soroksári Road represents 
a much larger element of the urban structure compared to Millenáris, besides the 

district level, the companies appear to be the most important actors in affecting 

the processes of transformation. To sum up, concerning my research question 

related to the issue of geographical scales, it might be stated that urban politics 

and thus, urban processes are influenced by a complex set of factors: although 

Soroksári Road is a larger (meso-scale) area and Millenáris is a much smaller 
site, however, all geographical scales affected (and still continue to affect) their 

transformation through the agency – i.e. the coalitions and/or conflicts – of 

different actors that are both embedded in various scales and are also inherently 

local at the same time. Therefore, instead of the conventionally hierarchical and 

rigid, ‘fixed’ scalar categories, it might be worth considering the scrutiny of both 

the role of actors (mediators and intermediaries) and the effects of their agency 

which is possibly affecting the transformation of a certain area.  

 

 



10 

 

Publications related to the dissertation1
 

 

BERKI, M. – SÜLE, M. (2010): New Possibilities of Brownfield Revitalization in Budapest. Creating Loft 

Apartments. In: CSAPÓ T. – KOCSIS ZS. (eds.) (2010): A településföldrajz aktuális kérdései 
[Current Debates in Settlement Geography]. Savaria University Press, Szombathely, 115–124.  

BERKI M. (2010): Posztmodern megközelítések a városkutatásban [Postmodern Approaches in Urban 

Studies]. In: BAJMÓCY P. – JÓZSA K. (eds.) (2010): Geográfus Doktoranduszok X. Országos 
Konferenciája [Proceedings of the 10th National Conference for PhD Students in Geography]. 

SZTE TTIK Gazdaság- és Társadalomföldrajz Tanszék, Szeged, 1–12.  

BERKI, M. (2012): Post-1990 Urban Brownfield Regeneration in Central and Eastern Europe. A Theoretical 

Concept. In: CSAPÓ, T. – BALOGH, A. (eds.) (2012): Development of the Settlement Network in 

the Central European Countries. Past, Present, and Future. Springer Verlag, Berlin–Heidelberg, 

137–144.  

BERKI, M. (2012): Post-Socialist Transformation of Former Industrial Areas. A Case Study of Soroksári 
Road, Budapest. In: SZIRMAI, V. – FASSMANN, H. (eds.) (2012): Metropolitan Regions in 

Europe. Austrian-Hungarian Action Fund, Budapest–Wien, 83–99.  

BERKI M. (2012): Városi barnaövezetek alulnézetből. Az egykori ipari területek 1990 utáni funkcióváltása a 
budapesti Soroksári út példáján [Urban Brownfields from Below. Post-1990 Functional 

Transformation of Former Industrial Areas on the Example of Soroksári Road, Budapest]. In: 

BERGHAUER S. – DNYISZTRJANSZKIJ M. – FODOR GY. – GÖNCZY S. – IZSÁK T. – MOLNÁR J. – 

MOLNÁR D. I. (eds.) (2012): Társadalomföldrajzi kihívások a XXI. század Kelet-Közép-

Európájában (I. kötet) [Human Geographical Challenges in East-Central Europe in the 21st 

Century  (Volume I)]. II. Rákóczi Ferenc Kárpátaljai Magyar Főiskola, Beregszász, 55–61.  

BERKI M. (2014): Visszatérés a kapitalizmus útjára. A posztszocialista városfejlődés főbb jellemzőinek 
áttekintése [The Return to the Road of Capitalism. An Overview of the Main Characteristics of 

Postsocialist Urban Development]. In: DÚLL A. – IZSÁK É. (eds.) (2014): Tér-rétegek. 

Tanulmányok a XXI. század tér-fordulatairól [Layers of Space. Studies on the Spatial Turns of 

the 21st Century]. L’Harmattan Kiadó, Budapest, 103–119.  

BERKI M. (2014): A városi barnaövezetek funkcióváltása a posztszocialista városokban. Térelméleti 
megközelítés [The Functional Transformation of Urban Brownfields in Postsocialist Cities. A 

Theoretical Approach]. In: DÚLL A. – IZSÁK É. (eds.) (2014): Tér-rétegek. Tanulmányok a XXI. 

század tér-fordulatairól [Layers of Space. Studies on the Spatial Turns of the 21st Century]. 

L’Harmattan Kiadó, Budapest, 120–133.  

 

 

                                                           
1 Complete list of publications: https://vm.mtmt.hu//search/slist.php?lang=0&AuthorID=10018524  


