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RESEARCH TOPIC AND OBJECTIVES 

 

Since the late 15
th

 century, urban maps have illustrated with greater 

accuracy and reliability, detailed information about cities and towns. 

Such maps, in addition to offering the physical appearance of cities, 

have also given us an insight into the social and political contexts of 

the era. Cyprus, with its turbulent history, is no exception. The island 

has been occupied by various powers, and was an important location 

on major and lucrative trade routes, and this which added 

significance to the harbours and their associated cities, which evolved 

through commercial means as well as cultural exchanges (Marangou, 

2003, p.18), in which time historical and cultural contexts of the main 

cities of the island have changed and left behind material traces.  

 

John R. Short wrote, “Maps are used to describe the world, to explain 

history, to guide action, and to justify events. Like language itself, 

maps are called upon to perform a variety of roles, and they embody 

a variety of messages” (Short, 2003, p.9). In this context, the maps of 

Cypriot cities throughout time should reflect the island’s history and 

its changing context.  

 

However, maps do not always reflect the true image of a city similar 

to other historical sources they can be biased as well and so the 
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researcher must tread with care. There are two purposes of this 

research therefore; the first is to observe the representation of six 

cities of Cyprus throughout a timeframe from the 16
th

 to 20
th

 

centuries; the second is to examine how the maps portrayed the ever-

changing context of these cities, and offer suggestions as to the 

possible motivations behind the depictions.  

 

Even though urban maps have significant importance and had been 

produced in large numbers, there are relatively few studies on them 

and only a handful deal with Cypriot cartography. However, there is 

no comprehensive study of Cypriot city maps, and so, my MA thesis 

took the first step to fill this academic gap by starting with the urban 

maps of Famagusta. Yet, the study was limited to one city and lacked 

detailed research on the maps. In this dissertation, Famagusta will be 

detailed with additional maps and re-evaluated together with other 

cities. It will give us a complete look at the Cypriot cities. The aim of 

this dissertation is to take further steps towards the completion of the 

research on the urban maps of Cyprus.  

 

The dissertation will be separated according to the eras of different 

ruling powers the Venetian, Ottoman and British eras. The time 

period will begin with the first appearance of urban maps, which was 

during the conquest of the Ottoman Empire in 1570. The six cities of 
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Cyprus which are district capitals will be included in the study. Five 

of them were port cities, Famagusta, Larnaca, Limassol, Kyrenia and 

Paphos, and the capital city Nicosia is also included, as the 

connection between all of the cities, in the middle of the island. The 

collection of maps for the dissertation will include different forms 

such as; drawings, engravings, models, paintings, etc., that show 

cartographic features in order to expand our view on the matter.  

 

The maps will be interpreted within their own historical context. 

Therefore we will consider written texts, especially travel texts, as 

Cyprus was visited by many travellers. These travel texts give vital 

information about the context of the cities, namely their history, 

structure, administration, economy, and many other details. In brief, 

the authors wrote what they witnessed of life in these cities or what 

they knew about their pasts. 

Most of the maps used in this thesis were made by European map 

makers, and so it must be assumed that they will reflect a European 

point of view of Cyprus. The cartographers and their preferences in 

their representations will be an important part of the analysis. The 

maps’ media, styles, and techniques chosen by the cartographers will 

be vital for the purpose of the maps and their effectiveness in the 

representations of cities.     
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The representations of these cities will highlight the history of the 

island and its reflection in the maps. They will also show the 

perspective of the cartographers towards the island and the 

expectations and needs of the audience from the cartographers and 

the cities. The dissertation will analyse the maps of the six cities to 

understand the image of the cities and will question what they 

represent and meant for the cartographer and the audience. With the 

analyses of these maps, the dissertation tries to understand the 

relation between the city and history; the image, the cartographer and 

the audience.  

 

As the maps and history are interlinked with each other, as Cyprus 

changed, so too did the cartographic depictions of the city. In each 

period, various factors effected the changing representations of the 

cities which will be examined in this dissertation by analysing maps 

throughout history. This study concerns itself with the 16
th

-20
th

 

centuries and should contribute a deeper understanding to both 

historians of the time and place.  
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STRUCTURE OF DISSERTATION 

 

First of all, the dissertation addresses the wider cartography of the 

period to understand the relationship of the world’s cartography with 

the narrower focus of Cypriot cartography. The chapter includes 

developments and examples of cartographic developments to shed 

light on analyses of the urban maps of Cyprus.  

 

The main body of the dissertation is separated into distinct sections, 

each covering one era of Cypriot history. Each section includes the 

history and description of the cities in comparison to their 

representation, and also allows us to see the changing context of the 

each city in that era. The last part of the each section tightens the 

aperture to allow an analysis of the selected maps of each city. An 

analysis of the Cypriot maps forms the primary part of the thesis. The 

important point is that this thesis includes original maps. As a result, 

the analysis eliminates maps copied from other maps that do not offer 

any innovation, change our examination of the representation of the 

city or give any new information about its context. 

 

The urban maps capture the socio-political and cultural contexts of 

the cities, giving detailed information about the city itself, its 

physical appearance and its context throughout the history. The 
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analysis of these maps examines the representation of the cities and 

its complement to written accounts. Analysis of each map gives 

details such as purpose of the map, cartographer and their choices, 

and the audience, besides description of the city.   

 

The catalogue as the supplementary work to the dissertation includes 

all urban maps of Cyprus; detailed information and descriptions of 

the maps which cover not only the maps that explained in the 

dissertation but also the maps that were excluded from the selection 

for the dissertation.  

 

DISSERTATION 

 

1. I analysed the selected Cypriot city maps to observe the 

representations of six cities of Cyprus throughout a timeframe 

from the 16
th

 to 20
th

 centuries and examined portrayal of the 

cities and their ever-changing context on these maps. After 

interpreting the cities representation based on three categories: 

identity, structure and meaning, I examined the identities of the 

cities through cities’ physical appearance and cultural, 

economical and political context by detailing the description and 

history of the cities in each era.  
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2. I pointed out that the cities were illustrated in different forms; 

some were able to give the identity and structure of the cities, 

some not. Besides few detailed representations of the cities, on 

some maps, the identity and structure of the cities were limited to 

depictions of their main identification features, such as their 

fortifications, or the main cathedral. For others, the cities can be 

identified only by name.  

 

3. I emphasized to the relation between the cartographer, audience 

and city to examine the meaning of the cities and various 

purposes of the maps which influenced the reflection of the 

representations of cities. Maps, since they are for various 

purposes and various users, have a meaning for the spectator 

which is harder to define, meaning that the spectator ‘as map 

maker’ will subjectively view the city to extract the information 

he/she needs.  

 

4. For different purposes the truth can be manipulated on maps so 

they do not always reflect reality, or can even change it. I 

observed that the cities of Cyprus are certainly a powerful case in 

point of this phenomenon. Even though maps and history are 

intimately related, maps do not, and cannot illustrate every 

change in the cultural and historical life of a city. Nevertheless, 
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not all maps depicted the historical events and their 

consequences. The city maps throughout history did not reflect 

the whole truth, due to a number of factors. 

 

5. I examined the possible factors and motivations that have 

affected the representations of the cities. For the Cypriot city 

maps, in each century, these factors can be very different. I tried 

to determine these factors such as the purpose of the map, 

cartographer’s choices, audience, patronage, lack of information, 

or lack of interest, religion etc. The representations were various 

and changeable according to the era and context they were in, 

and the purposes were also the determining feature on the images 

of the cities. An important consideration was the role of the map 

makers whose choices were able to change the entire meaning of 

the map, which also changes according to the audience of the 

maps. The cartographers’ choices in their representations were 

based on the purpose and the audience.  

 

6. These maps show the perspective of the European cartographers 

and audience towards the island. As Lynch points out, the 

meaning of representation is linked to the observer and his 

relation with the observed (Lynch, 1960, p.8). I conclude that the 

images of the Cypriot cities were descriptive representations 
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rather than showing their true nature or identity. The 

cartographers depicted these cities as architectural entities; their 

main features were enough to be recognized by the European 

audience or even sometimes a standardized image of a city was 

more than enough according to the purpose of the maps. There 

were a few exceptions that tried to capture the essence of the city 

or to give more information that was needed; however, the 

general representations of the cities were limited to their main 

identification features and structures. In Cyprus' case, the maps 

failed to create a social image of the cities. The illustrations of 

the cities served for other purposes than to highlight their own 

community and culture. Therefore, the city representations on 

these maps were not so highly prioritized in the eyes of the 

European map makers. 

 

7. As a conclusion, I pointed out that the cities were shadowed on 

the maps. In every era, there was something more important than 

the city that the cartographers focused on. The practical usage of 

the maps limited the identity of the cities on these maps. For an 

island that has a turbulent history, and mixed identities, the maps 

by foreign cartographers are not always able to reflect either the 

cities’ constantly changing history or their identities.  
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8. With this study, I expanded my previous work on the Cypriot 

city maps, and able to create a complete image of the Cypriot 

urban cartography and point out its place in history of 

cartography. This study has demonstrated the changing 

representation of cities through maps from the 16
th

 to the 20
th

 

centuries, contextualized by the cities’ rich and varied history. It 

has started with maps of Famagusta and with further research 

now includes other cities of Cyprus and a larger and complete 

database of Cypriot maps between these. 

 

9. Lastly, I assembled a catalogue of the Cypriot urban maps that 

includes a more comprehensive collection of urban maps of 

Cyprus than previous ones on the area. It can be a base for future 

studies on Cypriot cartography and a helpful guide for further 

researches. 
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