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Test-based listening exercises for the 
MA Language Development for 
Teachers’ courses – level C1

TEST # 4
Welcome to Test number 4 of the test-based listening comprehension 

package developed at the Department of English Language 

Pedagogy. 

The listening material is recorded on CD, and the tasks and 

instructions are printed in your test booklet. 

There will be a series of tasks, and the recordings will be played 

twice. Before listening to each recording, you will be given some time 

to read the instructions and to look at the task in your test booklet. 

Remember that the instructions are not read out to you in this test. 

The whole test is about 50 minutes long. 

   (YOUR CODE) 
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TASK 1 

In this section you You are about to hear a review and personal opinion on the film 
The Last Man on Earth. 
• Your task will be to decide whether the following statements are true, false or 

we do not know because the text does not say, and write the appropriate letter 
in the boxes on the right. Write A if the statement is true, write B if the 
statement is false, and write C if the text does not say.

• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will play the 
whole recording in one piece. 

• Then, you will hear the recording in one piece again. 
• A = TRUE                        B = FALSE                      C = THE TEXT DOES NOT SAY 

The review is about a survival horror film which is set in New Orleans. 

1. The last survivor is played by an actor called Robert Morgan. 

2. Night of the Living Dead is generally considered to be the first such zombie movie. 

3. The two films from 1959 are both about aliens. 

4. The reviewer enthusiastically praises the performance of the leading actor. 

5. The reviewer considers this film unquestionably outstanding. 

6. The film was based on a 1954 novel by the same title. 

7. The film is now available for everyone to watch for free. 

8. There’s hardly any doubt that this film was inspired by the first episode of Twilight Zone.

9. Actually, there are several other films by the same title. 

That is the end of TASK 1.

C 
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TASK 2 

In this section you will hear an account of a meeting of Chevrolet Corvette 
sports cars, their owners and other enthusiasts called Corvettes at Carlisle. 
• Your task is to write the letter of the correct answer into the boxes on the 

right. 
• First, you will have some time to study the task, and then we will play the 

whole recording in one piece.
• Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again in one piece. 

 Corvettes at Carlisle takes place … 
A) once a year. 
B) twice a year. 
C) biannually. 

10. Carlisle is a town, which … 
A) is historically significant in the American muscle car industry. 
B) resembles a town from an old Hollywood musical. 
C) is famous for its organic dairy products. 

11. Local residents offered Corvette owners … 
A) parking space. 
B) T-shirts. 
C) cookies and lemonade. 

9. The people attending this car show, as opposed to people at other car shows, are … 
A) more confident. 
B) usually older. 
C) more appreciative of the brand. 

10. The vendors at the event … 
A) sell their goods at very high prices. 
B) all have bright, attention-grabbing storefronts.
C) are from both ends of the economic spectrum. 

11. The main event of the meeting is feared by Corvette owners, because … 
A) it covers a long distance. 
B) the cars move through tight spaces and might crash. 
C) their cars are not built to crawl at this pace. 

12. Corvette owners are rarely neglectful, because … 
A) of peer pressure from their fellow enthusiasts. 
B) they understand that a car is more than just an object. 
C) they have all spent a lot of money on their cars. 

13. The narrator wants to join these people, because he … 
A) admires their community and sense of belonging. 
B) would like to own an affordable sports car himself. 
C) wants to visit Carlisle each year. 

That is the end of Task 2.

A 
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TASK 3 

In this section, you You are about to hear the story of an unsolved 
mystery, known as the Taman Shud case 
• Your task is to circle the letter(s) of the correct answer(s) in the boxes 

on the right. Please note that in this task both answers may be 
correct. However, there is always at least one correct answer. This 
means you will have to circle one or two letters. 

• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will 
play the whole recording twice. 

The Taman Shud case is considered to be …  

A)  one of the most baffling mysteries in Australian history. 

B) a government conspiracy. 

17. Witnesses saw the body … 

 A) lying against a bench. 

 B) the night before it was discovered. 

18. The man was … 

 A) lacking clothing accessories common for the 1940s. 

 B) freshly clean-shaven. 

19. The autopsy revealed that … 

 A) he had eaten a pasty before he died. 

 B) the man had otherwise been in good health. 

20. The possibility of poisoning … 

 A) was discussed during the investigation. 

 B) that leaves no trace in the body was suggested by a professor. 

21. The rolled up piece of paper … 

 A) was found in the victim’s fob pocket. 

 B) said “ended” or “finished” in Mandarin. 

22. The pencil marks in the back of the book … 

 A) proved to be essential in the investigation. 

B) were some kind of elaborate code. 

23. There was speculation whether the man was … 

 A) a government spy. 

 B) murdered or committed suicide. 

24. Over the years, much of the evidence … 

 A) was re-evaluated by scientists. 

 B) has mysteriously disappeared. 

That is the end of TASK 3. 

A  B

A  B
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TASK 4 

• Listen to this interview with Sir David Attenborough, a well 
known nature expert and film-maker. Your task will be to give 
short answers to the questions below. 

• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we 
will play the whole recording in one piece. 

• Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but 
this time we will play the text in shorter sections to give you 
enough time to write down your answers. 

Which foreign country does Sir David say he is just back from? 

He is ....... ………...……………………..…………...……….. 

15. What film project is Sir David involved in? 

He is involved in filming the …................……………………………………………….………… 

16. Sir David says that the dinosaurs (dinosaur remains) he owns are legal. Why does the 

audience laugh? 

Because many dinosaur remains are ……………………………………………………….……… 

17. Sir David’s keen interest in snails and slugs causes laughter too. Why? 

Because there is a play on words, comically suggesting a .…………………………..…………… 

18. What does he think of the role of the cameraman? 

He thinks they are …………………………………………… ……………………………………

19. What is the theme of the third programme (after dinosaurs and snails/slugs) he’s worked on 

recently? 

The theme is ..……………………………………………………………………………………… 

20. Does he voice an essentially optimistic or pessimistic view of the present state of the 

environment? 

His views are ..………………………………………………………………..……….……………

21. Concerning humans’ role in the environment, what does Sir David say our unique and crucial 

power is? 

He thinks we can .…………………………………………………………………...……………… 

22. Who else get introduced towards the end of the show that the speakers call “chap” and 

“fellow”? 

According to the descriptions, they are ..………………………………………..………….……… 

That is the end of TASK 4, and also the end of the Listening test. 


