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Test-based listening exercises for the 
MA Language Development for 
Teachers’ courses – level C1

TEST # 3
Welcome to Test number 3 of the test-based listening comprehension 

package developed at the Department of English Language 

Pedagogy. 

The listening material is recorded on CD, and the tasks and 

instructions are printed in your test booklet. 

There will be a series of tasks, and the recordings will be played 

twice. Before listening to each recording, you will be given some time 

to read the instructions and to look at the task in your test booklet. 

Remember that the instructions are not read out to you in this test. 

The whole test is about 45 minutes long. 

   (YOUR CODE) 
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TASK 1 

In this section, you will hear some interesting information about 
cocaine. 
• Your task will be to complete the sentences with one or two words 

in each sentence. Please use the exact words that you hear in the 
recording.

• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we 
will play the whole recording twice. 

Research has shown that cocaine is the .... .... drug in the United States. 

1. ......................................... Americans will try cocaine for the first time in the next twenty-four 

hours. 

2. A great amount of ................................................ sticking to the paper bills is drugs. 

3. After birth, babies born with drug addiction do not only show withdrawal symptoms like 

fever, vomiting and .............................................. 

4. Cocaine causes a sudden rise in blood pressure and ............................................ . 

5. ......................................... is made of the powdered form of the drug combined with ammonia 

or baking soda and water. 

6. Coke’s .............................................. included nine milligrams of cocaine per serving in the 

drink. 

7. The world’s biggest cocaine producer with a prolific drug trade system is Columbia with an 

annual ................................... US dollars in profit. 

8. Studies have not only found that high sugar processed foods have a similar effect on the brain 

as drugs do but they have also showed that ............................................. can be as addictive as 

cocaine. 

9. For many years, cocaine was considered to be a positive ....................................... which 

enhances performance before the downsides of its use were discovered. 

10. Robert Louis Stevenson wrote a ................................................. word long story during a 

six-day long cocaine high. 

That is the end of TASK 1. 
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TASK 2 

In this section, you are going to hear a short report about a scientific 
experiment in connection with an illness called the Lazy Eye. 
• Your task will be to complete the following sentences with short 

answers. 
• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will 

play the whole recording in one piece. 
• Then, after a short pause, you will hear the recording again, but this 

time we will play he text in shorter sections to give you enough time 
to write down your answers.

Lazy Eye is the name of a(n) .......................... ...................................................... .

11. Lazy Eye, or amblyopia, is the illness of the eyes due to problems with 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. . 

12. Previous experiments have shown that spending time in a dark room helps the visual 

system to become plastic, i.e. science speak for ……………………………………..…….. . 

13. Ben Backus volunteered as the first subject of his own experiment because he 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. . 

14. He also considered the possibility of meeting visitors and taking food delivery so he 

included a(n) ……………………………………………...…………………………….….. .

15. In fact, the “light lock” he used in the experiment was similar to a(n) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. . 

16. Among other activities, Ben spent his time with artistic endeavours, such as 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. . 

17. They learnt two useful safety rules in the dark room: in future, they won’t 

…………………………………… and they won’t ……………….…………………..….... . 

18. The first thing they noticed when they came out of the dark room was their 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. . 

19. Now Backus and his team are recruiting volunteers who are 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. . 

20. When Backus referred to these volunteers as “scotanauts” he meant 

………………………………………………………………………………………………. . 

That is the end of TASK 2. 
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TASK 3 

In this section, you are going to hear a short interview with Jamie Oliver, 
the famous chef. 
• Your task is to circle the letter(s) of the correct answer(s) in the boxes 

on the right. Please note that in this task both answers may be 
correct. However, there is always at least one correct answer. This 
means you will have to circle one or two letters. 

• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will 
play the whole recording in one piece. 

• Then, you will hear the recording again, but this time we will play the 
text in shorter sections to give you enough time to write down your 
answers. 

Jamie Oliver … 
A) prefers not living in London. 
B) does not mind the background noise. 

21. Jamie Oliver decided  to make a difference ... 
 A) about 10 years before he started his first restaurant. 

B) when he opened his chain of restaurants. 

22. Jamie thinks that … 
 A) his campaigns were not very exhausting. 
 B) being passionate about your job requires sacrifices. 

23. Jamie also thinks that people … 
 A) must change with time. 

B) hate to make changes. 

24. Jamie believes in … 
 A) self-advertising his business. 
 B) working with people who are better than himself. 

25. Jamie mentions life challenges such as … 
 A) being a father. 
 B) being a world-famous chef. 

26. Jamie Oliver thinks that criticism is … 
 A) sometimes irritating. 
 B) something you get used to after a while. 

27. These days, Jamie Oliver cooks meals that … 
 A) take a long time. 
 B) require special ingredients. 

28. Jamie thinks that junk food … 
A) is interesting to make. 
B) can actually taste pretty good. 

29. Jamie also thinks that today British people ... 
A) are too busy to cook. 

B) have better chances of cooking well. 

30. In his free time Jamie likes ... 
A) to engage in fast sports. 

B) spending quality time with his family. 

That is the end of TASK 3. 
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TASK 4 

In this section you are going to hear a conversation between a father and 
his child. 
• Your task is to write the letter of the correct answer into the boxes on 

the right. 
• First, you will have some time to look at the task, and then we will 

play the whole recording twice. 

The child’s name is … 
A) Timothy. 
B) Roger. 
C) Matthew.

31. Roger’s excuse for not wanting to pour his father a cup is that he … 
A) is too tired. 
B) is in a hurry. 
C) feels dirty. 

32. Roger told the person off at school, because the guy was … 
A) playing truant. 
B) smoking. 
C) absolutely filthy. 

33. Roger hesitates about the discussion, because he is … 
A) worried about the possible subject. 
B) afraid of his father’s short temper. 
C) shocked at the fact that his dad doesn’t know how old he is. 

34. The boys at school say very nasty things about … 
A) women. 
B) methods for picking up girls. 
C) sex. 

35. The father wants to talk about the topic, because he thinks his son … 
A) has never heard anything about it. 
B) might be badly misinformed about it. 
C) is not frank and open enough about it. 

36. The father says that if a woman sits on a recently vacated, warm chair, she … 
A) won’t get pregnant for four years. 
B) will mysteriously feel a wonderful and beautiful feeling come over her. 
C) will get pregnant. 

37. Roger is somewhat worried that ... 
A) the chair might have to be destroyed. 
B) the cat might get pregnant. 
C) he is not married yet. 

38. The father hopes that Roger will make good use of the information … 
A) about the chairs and the warmth. 
B) he may get from his friends at school. 
C) he may get from Uncle Bertie. 

39. Uncle Bertie is … 
A) mother’s brother. 
B) mother’s lover. 
C) under the care of Roger’s mother. 

That is the end of Task 4, and also the end of the Listening test. 
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