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Session 9:  
Planning lessons around ‘Special Days’  

Session Overview: 

• In this session we will integrate lesson planning 
with the theme of global issues 

• In particular, we will consider how lesson plans 
can be devised around special ‘awareness-
raising’ days 

• We will focus on some of the challenges of 
leading an open discussion 
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World Teachers Day: lesson plan 

Before class 

Ask your students to watch the following clip: 

Working in the slums of Kibera 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=745LvT_iBQY  

In class 

Activity 1: Quotations on the wall 

Put up some quotations related to teachers and 
education around the wall. In pairs, ask students 
to walk around, read the quotes and choose one.   
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World Teachers Day: lesson plan 

Sample quotations: 

“The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher 
explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The 
great teacher inspires.” ― William Arthur Ward 

“The older I got, the smarter my teachers 
became.” ― Ally Carter 
“A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite the 
imagination, and instill a love of learning” - Brad 
Henry 
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World Teachers Day: lesson plan 

Activity 2: Choose your Top 3 

A good teacher should …  
be well-dressed, be approachable, prepare for 
class, explain well, encourage students to ask 
questions, smile at the students, be fair, not 
monopolize the discussion, observe cleanliness,  
have a clear basis for grading, return tests in 1 
week, be enthusiastic about the subject, have 
legible handwriting, be patient 
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World Teachers Day: lesson plan 
Activity 3: Magic rug trip 

Tell your students that you will now get on a 
magic rug and travel to a school located in one of 
the huge slums in Kenya, called Kibera. They will 
watch a short clip about an outstanding teacher. 
As they watch, they should think about the 
following: 

• How is the school different from their school? 

• What makes Ms Margaret an outstanding 
teacher? 
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World Teachers Day: lesson plan 
Activity 4: Diary writing 

Imagine that you are one of Miss Margaret’s 
students. Write a short diary entry. 

• What is your day like? What are your worries? 

•  What are you looking forward to? What do you 
enjoy most about being at school? 

• What are you thankful for? What are your 
dreams for the future?  

You can also include a drawing. 
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Lesson plan: evaluation 
• Would you enjoy taking part in the lesson? 

• What are the language aims? 

• What are the educational aims?  

• Does it support critical, creative or 
compassionate thinking? If yes, in what way? 

• What level learners could you use it with? 

• What age-group is it suitable for? 

• What could be some potential problems? 

• What could be some possible follow-up 
activities? 
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Over to you 
Groupwork 

In groups of 3-4 present the lesson plans you prepared 
for today. The listeners should give feedback bearing the 
previous list of questions in mind.  

 

There should be a note-taker in each group jotting 
down emerging issues, questions for our follow-
up plenary discussion.   
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Lesson planning: some challenges 
What do you think? 

When we plan a lesson that brings global issues into the 
classroom, there are a number of potential challenges: 

1. Our learners come to class wanting to ‘have fun’ – 
while real-world issues, such as e.g. the migrant 
crisis, are serious and can even be depressing 

2. Our learners have a limited knowledge of English – 
this might inhibit them in expressing their opinion  

3. During an open discussion opposing views are likely 
to surface and this might lead to conflict and 
animosity  
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Meeting the challenges 1 

1. Our learners come to class wanting to ‘have fun’  

This is true. However, young people are drowning in 
facebook trivia, and they, too, recognise the difference 
between a meaningful discussion of an important topic, 
and superficial chit-chat.  

• Offer a range of topics and let them choose 

• Let the talk emerge through varied, interactive tasks 

• Aim for a good mix of ‘light fun’ and ‘meaningfully 
engaging’ 
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Meeting the challenges 2 

2. Our learners have a limited knowledge of English –  

Engaging in discussion, expressing a different view, 
responding to what others have said is a skill that needs 
to be developed in English, as well. It is part of 
communicative competence.  

• Include some fluency practice in every lesson so your 
students develop their speaking and listening skills 

• Maximise pair and groupwork activities, minimise 
frontal teaching  
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Meeting the challenges 3 

3. Opposing views are likely to lead to conflict  

The aim is not to avoid conflict; it is our job as teachers 
to help our learners to deal with differences of opinion. 

• Model good listening 

• If there is conflict between two people, ask for the 
opinion of the rest of the group – don’t allow a ping-
pong match type of exchange 

• Amplify minority voices, make sure everyone is 
listened to 
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Session review 
Building tasks around awareness-raising days are a 
creative way of dealing with global issues in the ELT 
classroom.  

The various tasks are likely to bring up a number of 
related topics, and lead to discussion.  

Open discussion is a powerful learning experience in 
itself, and requires a number of skills that need to be 
developed.  

Leading discussions requires sensitive facilitation.  
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