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5. THE TEACHER - 2 

Discuss with your partner what these quotes say 
to you. Can you identify with them? 

 

1) "I like a teacher who gives you something to 
take home to think about besides homework."  

Lily Tomlin 
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TEACHER QUOTES 

 

2) "Good teachers are the ones who can 
challenge young minds without losing their own." 

Author Unknown 
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TEACHER QUOTES 

 

3) If people did not do silly things, nothing 
intelligent would ever get done. 
Ludwig Wittgenstein 
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THE LANGUAGE TEACHER 

 

Write – Pair – Share  

Think back to what we said about the qualities of 
a good teacher. Is a good language teacher 
different in any way from  good teachers of other 
subjects (e.g. maths, geography, history, etc.) ? 
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THE LANGUAGE TEACHER 

 

Study the research results on the distinctive 
characteristics of language teachers (Borg, 2006, 
p.24.) 
 

http://www.education.leeds.ac.uk/assets/files/staff/papers/LTR-10-1.pdf 
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THE LANGUAGE TEACHER 

• Explain to each other the distinctive features of 
language teachers in terms of 

- The nature of the subject 

- The content of teaching 

- Methodology 

- Teacher-Learner relationships 

- Non-native issues 

- Teachers’ characteristics 
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THE LANGUAGE TEACHER 

- Training 

- Status 

• Discuss if you agree with all of Borg’s 
conclusions. 

 

REFLECTION 

Are language teachers different? Do they need 
different skills from other-subject-teachers? 
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

 

Good teachers also need to be aware of how 
languages are learnt. 

 

Watch the video on Stephen Krashen’s theory of 
language acquisition and answer the questions: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiTsduRreug 
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

1) What is Krashen’s outrageous statement? Why 
does he say it is it outrageous? 

 

2) What are the two types of German lessons he 
demonstates? How are they different? 

 

3) Why was he unsuccessful  first when he was 
trying to teach the little girl English? 
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

4) What was the secret of his success later? 

 

5) How does he explain "comprehensible input” 
and "affective filter”? 

 

6) What is the essence of his theory? 
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

REFLECTION 

 

What are the implications of Krashen’s theory on 
language teachers’ work? 
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