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Review questions 

• What are some (test) external sources of 
evidence for validation? 

• How can rater reliability be enhanced? 
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Outline 
 

 

• The content of test specifications 

• The item writing process 

• Task types 
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Test specifications  
(Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE), 2005) 

 

• Purpose or use of test specifications: 
– Describe what is measured. 

– Describe how it is measured. 

– Ensure comparability of tests. 

– Ensure that items are consistent with test aims. 

• Versions: external vs. internal 
 

 (Association of Language Testers in Europe (ALTE), 2005, pp. 54-55) 
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Practice task 

• Look up the test specifications for the speaking 
part of the intermediate level school leaving 
examination in English as a foreign language. 
What information is given there? 
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Test development  
(Fulcher & Davidson, 2007) 

 

• ”Test specifications are written down.” 

• ”Test specifications evolve.”  

• ”Test specifications and the test they generate 
are not launched until ready.”  

• ”Test specifications are subject to continuous 
scrutiny.” 

 (Fulcher & Davidson, 2007, p.61) 
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Classroom assessment  
(Fulcher, 2010) 

 

• Be sure of the purpose, focus and scope of your 
assessment. 

• Consider the following: 

– available resources 

– the criteria used for assessment 

– the structure of evaluation 

– feasibility 
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Item writing (1) (Fulcher, 2010) 
• Sampling 

• Writing items 

• Moderation 

• Trial 

• Pilot 

• Analysis 

• Revision (modification) 

• Anchoring 

• Item banking 

These materials should always be regarded as confidential! 
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Discussion task 

• Brainstorm some differences between creating 
practice tasks and creating test tasks. 
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Item writing (2) (Kontra & Kormos, 2007)  

Test items  

•Aim to measure (not to practice) 

•Aim to be reliable and valid 

•Must be written according to test specifications 

•Must have clear and simple instructions 

 

Item writers should check 

•Test specifications 

•Item writer’s guidelines 

•Past exam papers 

(see Kontra & Kormos, 2007)   
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Practice task 

• List the steps you would take to write an item 
for the speaking paper for the intermediate 
level school leaving exam in English. 
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Discussion of task types in language 
tests 

• What type of tasks have you come across in 
language assessment? Describe them. 
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Multiple-choice items (1)  
(Hughes, 2003) 

Advantages 

• Reliably scored 

• Economical 

• Many items 

• Good for testing receptive skills 

(Hughes, 2003) 
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Multiple-choice items (2) 
(Hughes, 2003) 

Disadvantages 

• Recognition 

• Guessing 

• Restrictions on what can be tested 

• Difficult to write good items 

• Negative backwash 

• Cheating is easy 

(Hughes, 2003) 
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Multiple-choice (3) 

Item writing: 

• Test one point in each item. 

• Use an incomplete sentence/direct question as 
the stem of the item. 

• Each choice given should be plausible. 

• The key must be the only option that is feasible.  

• Test takers should be familiar with this item 
type. 

 (Fulcher, 2010, pp. 172-3; Fulcher & Davidson, 2007, pp. 53-54) 
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Other task types (1) 

• True/false 

• Short answer questions 

• Ordering (reconstructing texts) 

• Matching 

• Information transfer (e.g. complete a chart) 

• Summary writing 

• Dictation 

• Essays 

• Oral interviews 

• Information gap 

• Role play 
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Other task types (2) 

In pairs, choose three from the list on the 
previous slide and talk about the following:  

• What are the advantages of this task type? 

• What are the disadvantages of this task type? 

• What should item writers pay attention to 
when using such a task type? 
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